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PREFACE. 



Tbobe who are ihoroaghly aoquaintod with the litoratme 
of Iceland are agreed that^ so far as the hiatorical part of 
it is conoemed, it holds a distinguished place among the 
literatures of the world, .next indeed to the classics of 
ancient Oreece and Borne. And though its historians^ 
the anthers of its noble sagas, have been men of high 
learning and cultivated minds, its peasants, uncuItiTated 
and unlearned, have been those who have handed down 
to us the traditional lore of the country, the poetical and 
imaginative tales of elves, troUs, ghosts, goblins, and. 
monsters; some contenting themselves with telling them 
often by the winter fire; others adding stories item their 
ovm mental testimonies. And thus, in the course of 
many years, the mass of such stories has accumulated, 
until at length, becoming perhaps too unvrieldy ibr oral 
tradition, it has been coomdtted to paper by the peasants 
and others, who were its guardians and possessors, at 
the earnest and constant request of Mr. J&a Amason, 






noaOii intm floDeelidn ]lr.Ai9Mn pvUidHd, 

(f BBhuiHii SMamX Btanm taA !MwXat Liyaft rf idneh 

Oe ink put ki ifpeued Oil TMur. BisftontiMM 

• wiliiMn ftrt ft> fwwnl tdaeHkn hm Um —Jfc Afiw 

knw iatalea «hii koIom Mm lir ■wmwwI Ikuk 

, nil liiTD nilfiillj omliiiiil flin iMn iilrniliintinn 
I fegr lb: ChriteDdr Tlgflfana (• knMl iMkidar, 
•t ObpnlMianX lAioh Iraili of liii IsBlnidfe tn6ralitrai 
a aB te hMwIwi, 9!or Am mm mma urn biM ilw 
left oak mtfqr topqgiftphicd mum Md iUiMOM^ idiidi» 
to be of «qr M8 to jAe general piiblic^ ivonU leqaiie an 
^^laboiate^ finiahed nuq) and kmg explanatory notoa. 

And bere^ perbapi^ a few extracto from Mr. Yigfaaacm's 
ftebed might not be oat of place. 

"Iceland, from thetiniea of ito earliest settlement, has 
aboumded with tales of elyes» goUins, trolls, and saper- 
natmal beingi of erery description, as will be at once 
adnowledged bj anyoM who is conyersant with the 
MgM. These tales are dos^ coherent with, and have 
liaen and grown in the company o( the historical sagas, 
•s^ in those long gone-by days^ histoy and tradition liyed 
m the grasiest MMML Both, as twin sistors, are begotten 



in the same bosom, and botii can therefine be called 
national ; and to tbia name the aoperstitioDal tales haie 
perhaps the highest claims, since they are the ofispring 
of fancy and popular poetry, neyer dying out so long as 
the flame of imagination is not extinct in the minds of 
the people^ and assoming a new fi>rm with ererj ago^ 
according to the way in which the spirit of that age 
legards the world of wonders. When times are dark, 
and superstition gloomy, we find tales of goblins and 
intchcraft to be most prerakni But on the dawning 
of brighter days, the qnaint and elegant stories of ehes 
become the objects of popular poetry.** 

We still quote from Mr. IHgfiisson. 

''At first it was intended to apply to this coOectioii of 
stories some name that ssToured strongly of the past^ bat 
it soon appeared that such a denomination would not 
be applicable to all the stories. The author, therefore^ 
changed his intention, and has called the work * Toelandie 
National Stories and Tales.' Because the olden time is the 
mother of the present, people are too often inclined to 
make it the standard of ererything good, and to institute 
invidious comparisons, declaring that all that we have 
and know has been handed down firom those bygone 
day8,ficom man to man and firom mouth to mouth; we, 
of the modem days^ doing nothing but picking up and 
piecing together the firagments we find. And applying 
this theory to literature^ they disparage all fblk-kne which 
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itnolttfaml^Meini Bo* tliqr do iiol eonmkr tli«t 
M ka« •■ »4km » iMikn, nd life js life^ oU ihiiigB 
£» osk and leoooM eoriaeli or else cbiiiga Ibflir 
i; §n cMmt nflaeed Iqr, or dotefy flun|^ witiiy 
Aft Mur. Tbfd aiiioB, Ibflnfen^ irinoh doii wMmg hat 
wtKMua&tf wutk k lookrf iqpon §■ dBM| §■ potnafidy §■ 
90 kagv tote mnrinrad taoag llie fifbg and tetuig, 
Tkm iloms iriD akm ckaify Oil Oo IMaiidflrB an 
■ot ta vttofy deptmd of OMntal life aatoba miaUeto 
icflaoa old wlk amr, and to add to ilMir Hkntj traonie- 
heafu Ha^ of flwii ana of foito modeni origiii» and 
mD nol fdfar feom a ooa ipagi aon with thoaa of older 



]b;Mi AnaaoBy tta taki^ad eoHaolor of tf^^^ iala 
(Oia two Tolnea UiiMrto piUiBlied Wng bat • tithe of 
tifae cntiie maaa which liea in hia hand), ia the libcariai 
of the only pnblio Ebrary in lodand, that of Beykjavik 
Cbthedial, and aeoetary to the bishop. We seize with 
U^ pkaaore this opportunity of poying onr tribute of 
pgaise to hia energy and seal as a collector, ibr he bus 
spent thirty years, and large sums of money, in searching 
§ag^ and obtaining from all quarters of the island these 
"nooida of iba lower dasses;" to his oonsdentionsness 
as an editor, fer he has paUisbed the stories intact aa be 
iweifed them ; to his great talents as a scholar ; and last^ 
iboQf^ by no means leasts to his uprightness and modesty 
.and hia kindness as a friend: 



From .Mr. Amasm's SelectkNH we liaYe selected atill 
ftirihery reducing the work to about a third of its ofiginal 

' . dimonirions. Many of the Tories gitec. in the Tnelandic 
edition we have omitted on aooomit of their want of 
interest and dimax. Othen^ beoanse they were bat repe- 
titions, with slight and nnimportant variations, of stories 
taken. Others, of high beauty and originality, we have 
most reloctantly left oat^ from the hd of their being 
founded on incidents which would shock the sensibility of 

* many readers ; and it is our earnest hope, that among our 
reading pubUc will be numbered many children. Of these 
last-named stories we may particularly mention 'Skapti 
Soemundsson the Surgeon,'' and "The Sorb-trees;" the 
former remarkable for its singular mixture of het and 
fiction, the latter for its extreme beauty and poetioal 
fimcy. 

An apologetic Plrefiace is never worth much; if a book 
is bad, it does not improve it^ and if a book is good it is 
superfluous: it is either a sop for Cerberus^ or a line cast 
out for compliments. But, in conclusion, we will say a few 
words, not apologetically, concerning our manner of treat- 
ing the stories herein contained. We have not translated 
closely; we have amplified, we have expunged, we have 
inverted. Where stories were told barely and nakedly, 
we have coloured and dothed them; where inelevandes 
ooourxed, we have either got rid of them or bA"»^iiwl 
them with the text ; whece incidents or descriptions have 
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twn pva ooi of tbftf proptet plooni^ we bET9 ehanged 
tksr pofibaa. In ledoodic^ tantotog^r, if well maoogod, 
m lattkoi npoQ M ft tMrnt ; id EngluK oo Uie co&trury^ ii 
it tv^trtloA •• A pgn of clmnaiDOis : m liaro thcr^foro 
cxpoBged all npftttions. We bftTo eomflned otuvelve* 
tkfQ4(;bool to ftaigbtCorwnri lusgotgo, adopting ftoniiv 
liBSironb and fannt of Hpnnch mhtcJ] may^ pc^rhnpa, bo 
ImM vpoo «s itiir tad obsolete, bat which, in Atkcb a 
work M tbft prcfteat^ rrpU^ well tbc rottndcd period« and 
mfmiam r^t:*rtamf of Use tnoei modoxn Engliah. And 
ii ««r gpeti dauple in tlu% wo have Dr. Dwpnt, who 
wImB «f mai bai hitbcrto uudo tbo noblcit Icfilanflio 
li^gMga bwitlii frealy in in Eng^ dnn^ and who» by 
tib parity of bii wrilingi^ nd the fontrnnmita akiU with 
i W kii ia t roda oad traa and ezpnaaiTe old Eng^iah 
plnatei^ baa guned iha admiration of all the 

In the ttm of one atory, howerer, that of " Orimnr who 
ftiBal Sfaljii^v.* wi ha?i adhered pfetty cloaely to (he 
Ih^ ii we wiriiad ov naden to aee how an loelandio 
(who b iliU linng) eonld teU a ehaaiad tale. 

Ii the eoodoiion ot TuilV^ thero feU 
inliav hinte a liltla work, entitled '^ loekndic Storici tnd 
Faiiy TUei^ liiiihiiiil into Engiidi by the Ber. Okf 
Dim nd Beelor of BeylgaTik Gathednl, leriied 
by Dmd Midrinky tnd Andiew Jamfi 
iifwal ikmi wUoh we hid 
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already translated ficom the original tq^ct; namely, that 
about Una, that about Hildur, and ''The Father of Eigh- 
teen Elvee^'' called by Mr. P^Oflson ''The Changeling." 
Bendea these, there were the atoriea of Soainundur the 
Learned, upon which we were engaged, and aereral othen 
we do not include in our work. We refrained from twiUfi^ 
the book until our own was concluded. We therefine 
abeolve ouradTes from any charge of plagiarism. 

We are indebted for the illustrations to Messrs. Worms^ 
Zwedker, Powell, fta 

OSOBOB E. J. POWSLZ.. 

EmiKDB MiairtissoH. 
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Thb Osnbbib or thb Hid-ioul 



Onob upon a time, God Almighty oame to yisit Adam and 
Eye. They reodved him with joy, and showed him every- 
thing they had in the house. They also hrought their 
children to him, to show him, and these He fbimd promising 
and fall of hope. Then He asked Etb whether she had no 
other children than these whom she now showed hint 
She said *< None." 
Bot it so happened that she had not finished washing 

b2 



dJ^niiMff M^HMl to M CM ne «kn dirty, 
WaUUMilMiMMlidlcaei. Thk God kanr nvO, and 
Ml Omftra to kr,«Wkii mb Ud« ftom God,Gad 
va Ute finm am." l!k« viraMkad dikfam 
iitttiriA kmbH nd took «p Ikir abod* k 1 
MDikMliodi. n«M«kMM«aad««iteMBdad;M 
wmmbnmikm of XvA eUdMiiAMB ahe M 
<9eifyndftMdi|]r4»wBtoOod. Aai il b <»ty 1>J <>» 
I of Am dm OmmHw tiM* MB «M 



A tandkr OBM kil Ui «qr, Md kaair Bol nUliMr to 
taB«r«k*todik Alki^iteinnkringabaakiv 

90BB tHM)^ M €HM 10 ft kEH^ wMoll ko MM B0W 866B 

Mbn; wl « Iv faMNskiag ak Am door, n oU nomiii 
cpeoed i^ and irntted Um to come in, whieh be ^nSlj 
did. Insidfl^tlie house seemed to le a dean and good 
Tbe old woman led him to the ivannest room, where 
I sitting two yoong and beantifiil girls. Besides these 
thero were none else in the house. He was well reoeiyed 
and kindljr treated, and haying eaten a good sapper was 
ahowntohed. 

He asked whether one of the girls might stay with 
Um, as his oompanion fixr the nighty and his request was 



And now wishing to kiss her, the trayeDer tamed 
ftowaida her, and placed his hand apon her; bat his hand 
wuk threap hv, as if she bad been of mist^ and thoogh 
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he oouU well lee her lying beside him, he ooald gnep 
nothing bat the air. So he asked what this iU meent^ and 
she said, ** Be not astonished^ for I am a spirit Whenthe 
deril, in times gone bj, made war in heafon, he^ with all 
his armies, was driTon into oater darkness. Those who 
turned their ejes to hck after him as he foD, were also 
driTen oat of heaTen; bat those who were neither for nor 
against him, were sent to the earth and iMimmanded to 
dwell there in the rooks and moontains. These an oaDed 
Elyes and Hid-fidk. Thejcan Uto in oompanywith none 
bat their own race. They do either good or erilywhiditfaey 
will, bat what they do they do thoroaghly. They hate no 
bodies as yoa other mortals, bat can take a homan form 
and be seen of men when they wisL I am one of these 
foUen spirits, and so yoa can n^rer hope to embrace me.** 

To ihisfote the trsTeDer yielded himself and has handed 
down to OS this story. 

Thb FmHBiUH or GOtub. 

It is told, that long ago, 'a peasant Uring at Gotor 
in M^rdalor, went oat fishing roand the island of Dyrhdhur. 
In retaming firam the sea^ he had to cross a morass. It 
happened ODce^ that^ on his way home, after night&U, he 
came to a pkce where a man had bet his horse in the bog, 
andwasanabletoracoreritwithoat help. The fisherman, 



Ufa MB HM ft iln^«, lAM Ub k ftMiag Ui 



HkB Am oiMl ilMd i«HB Mfe Ml Mod 190K Oa 

• mU to ilM iteM% "I Mi yow 

r, te I fivi m Hwiaiftwgil, aad ■■,«■ joa, 

; ftOM flw ML B«t I IM W pMT, AhI I flMIOl 

fijjMftrttisHnm^M jMM^ tolepnl. Infll 
iwiwyw^lMwwr,ttii M B l i Hit yw ihfl agmr g» 
«• M mftoik oMJ^ M, Bor cm, if 71m niD i^ Bj 

fSltoMirifkMl tftfing iitk 8M M piM 
mMgmtt^wmiBlkBAfan. Obaj m in 
—i I ytoi ym flit ym thfl iMOMbi tk no tioM^ jour 



Hm iihnDtfi tlMiiked Unn fcr this adnoe^ and sore 
iiwgh it WM^ ibat^ fcr time yoin afterwards, nerer 
pattmg to sea tin he had fint aeen his neighbour pass Jiia 
door, he always hunched his boat safely, and always came 
bome foD-handecL 

But at the end of the three years^ it M oat that one 
day, in the early morning; the fisherman looking oat fixmi 
Us houses saw the wind and weather fiiYoarable and aU 
other fishers hurrying down to the sea^ to make the best 
cf so good a time. But though he waited hour after hour, 
in the hope of seeing his neighbour pass, the man of 
Hymmsgil nerer came. At kst kMring his patience^ he 
steled out without having seen him go by. When he 
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Oime down to the ahora^ he fcond that all the boats iten 
laimched and tn away. 

Befoie night the wind loee and became a atonuy and 
OTeiy boat that had that day put to aea was wrecked, 
and erery fiaher drowned, the peasant of Qotur akne 
escaping, for he had been nnable to go oat fishing. The 
next mgltit he had a strange dream, in whibh hia nei^^iboiir 
from Hyammsgil came to him and said, "Althon^ yon 
did not yesterday follow my adyioe^ I yet so for folt kindly 
towards yon, that I hindered yon firam going out to 8e% 
and sayed you thus finmi drowning; bat look no nme 
forth to see me pass» for we hsTO met for the last time.** 
And nerer again did the peasant see his neighbour pass 
his door. 

Thb Gbatetul Eltwohan. 

A peasant's wife once dreamed that a woman came io 
her bedside, whom she knew to be a HaHnkon% and who 
bulged her to giye her milk for her duld, two qnarts a 
day, for the space of a month, placing it always in ^ part 
of the boose which she pomted oat. The goodwifo 
promised to do so^ and remembered her promise when she 
awoke. So she pat a milkbowl erery morning in the place 
which the other had chosen, and left it there, always en her 
letom finding it empty. Thiswentonforamonth; andat 
the end of the month she dreamed that the same woman came 






to iMf^lUM W te iMT kiadBM^ «^ biggea 

whM. Xft Am Mnfaig tkt goodwifc 
Imt jOkm, a iihw M^ keMliftdfy ad 




▲ wtaai MB MMi HiMv Imd it 



Ote dqr» iii^ Am iriBlv, be iteM ftw iMM^ ia^^ 
to «B to Am fcn4iDg4imA of HflAd% M flw WW M 
drifted so deepfyOiittliein^iiwtiiiN^ No4 

cnng fa Ani^ Hm aanM hit BMfolMaidifle in a big iiid 
^^^nJkid off menm a bog; wbibh be knew to be bis diorteit 
^ piAi to HoMi. Wbfin be bad gone a little way, be quite 
look tbe toMsk, bat stiU walked etnig^t on tiU mgjaiM, 
wben be oaw befixre bim scmie waiehoaees, io lofty and so 
beautifal that they filled bim with eorpriee. Qoing up to 
them be diacorered a Ugbt in one of tbe windows, and at 
the time time heud scmie deb^^tfol music. So be kx>ked 
in it the window and saw a nmnber of people dancing. 
He then went to the door and knocked, and immediately 
St wii opened by a well-dxeased man, who asked bim whit 
hawmld? ThMnr told bim bow be bid k)6t his way, 
and b^ggedi if it w«e possiUe^ fa a night's shelter. 
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"Gome in and be ifdoome^'* nid the man, ''yoii shall 
hare shelter here. Bring in your bag too, and to-morrow 
I will trade with yon, and I promise yon thai joa shall 
not find the bargains of Ho&6s better than mine.** 

Th6rdnr codd scarcely beliere his ears, but thought he 
mnst be dreaming. So the man let him into the diief 
room, spite of Thdrdnr's plain and muddy dress. There 
were many assembled there ; the kdy of the bouses her 
children, and her senrants, aU gaily and bci^^it]^ drest^ 
maWng merry. 

The man who had opened the door to Thdrdnr, and who 
was no other than the master of the honse^ said to the 
lady, "Wife, here is a man who has lost his way and who 
needs both rest and food : treat him weO." 

**! griereto hear of his distress," replied she, end rising, 
brought in a good and plentiful sapper, which she set 
before Thdrdnr, while the master of the house fetched wine 
and glasses, and b^;ged Th6rdiir to drink with him. 
Thdrdnr did so, and thought he had nerer tasted such 
wine in all his life, nor erer met such goodly company, 
though he could not^ for aU that, help wondering at the 
strangeness of the adyenture. Glass after g^ass of wine 
he drank, and by-and-by, beccmiing tipsy, went to bed 
and fell into a deep sleep. 

Next morning, si breakfest^ he was offered wine even 
better than that of the night before, and hating drunk ii^ 
was conducted by tha master to the trading-room, whioh 



26 LBOBHDB OF lOKLAXB. 

naf men filled with ererj kmd of merchaiidifle. Then and 
thero Thdcdnr diowed tbq man his wares, and reoeiyed 
from him in exchange moie than half again what he 
would hsTe got for them at KobAs. With the money he 
bought com and linen, and many other small things, at 
a mneh lower price than he was wont to pay elsewhere for 
the like, and filled with them his sack. 

"When the trading was finished the master ofiiared him. 
as^a gift^ a ckMik for his wife and cakes for his children, 
WKjmg to him, " These and many other good turns shaD 
yoa hate at my hands, as tokens of my gratitude to yon 
for hsTing sated my son ftom death." Thdrdnr wondered 
what the man could mean, bat the other said, ''Once, yon 
were standing under the rock called Thordarhofdi, in 
company with other young men, waiting for a good wind 
to take your boat to Drangey. Tour companions amused 
themselyes by throwing stones against the rock, under 
which, as the sun was tery hot, my son had laid himself 
down to sleep ; for he was tired, having been up all the 
night You bade them cease their sport, for it was a 
foolish one^ you said, and a useless. They laughed at you 
for this notion of yours, and called you strange and fanciful 
for your pains. But had you not preyented them from 
throwing stones, they would haye killed my son." 

After this Thdrdur took leaye of all in the house, for the 
sky was now clear and the path good, and started on his 
hooMwaid way, the master walking;K>me steps with him. 
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to wiflh him « God-speed.** ThMur muohed on iteiidily 
for a while; bat chancmg to hck beck for the hcnae 
wheran he had peaeed the nighty he eaw nothiDg of it, 
bat^ in its place, the robka of the ThMarhfifiii Then he 
qpaeCTtood that the land mflrohantwaa an el^ and hiiitoi^ 
home, told hia wife all that had befBdlen him, and gaie her 
thecloaL Aafor thewaraihehadgotinsteedof hiaown, 
he ahowed them to all hia neie^boar% and nener w«re the 
hke of them, for goodnees. Been in all that ooantiy, : 
any other coimtrj under the aan. 



Thb Maoio Soxthb. 

A certain day-labourer once atarted from hia home in 
the south, to earn wages for hay-cutting, in the north 
country. In the mountains, he was suddenly orertakm 
by a thick mist and sleetHstorm, and lost his way. Fearing 
to go on further, he pitched his tent in a conTsnient spot^ 
and taking out his prorisions^ began to eai 

While he was engaged upon his meal, a brown dog came 
into the tent^ so ill-fiiTourod, dirty, wet^ and fieroe^yed, 
that the poor man fet quite afraid of it^ and gate it as 
much bread and meat as it could derour. This the dog 
swallowed greedily, and ran off agydn into the mist At 
first the man wondered much to see a dog in such a wild 
jiaM, where he nerer expected to meet with a liring 
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creBtan^ bat after a while he thought do moie about the 
matter, and haying finiahed his sapper, Ml asleep, with his 
saddle fixr a pillow. 

At midnight he dreamed that he saw a tall and aged 
woman enter his tent^ who spoke thos to him, ^I am 
beholden to yoo, good man, for yoar kindness^ to my 
daq^ter, bat am onable to reward yoa as you deserve. 
Here is a sqrthe which I place beneath yoor pillow : it is 
the only gift I can make yoo, bat despise it not It will 
soidy prore osefid to yoo, as it can cut down aU that lies 
befcre it. Only beware of patting it into the fire to temper 
it Sharpen it^ howerer, yoa will, bat in that way neyer." 
So saying she was seen no more. 

"When the man awoke and kx>ked forth, he foond the 
mist aU gone and the son high in heayen; so getting all 
his things together and striking his tent^ he laid them 
upon the pack-horses, saddling, last of all, his own horse. 
Bat on lifting his saddle from the groond, he found 
beneath it a small scythe-blade, which seemed well worn 
and was rusty. On seemg this he, at once, recalled to 
mind his dream, and taking the scythe with him, set out 
once more on his way. He soon found again the road 
which he had lost^ and made all speed to reach the well- 
peopled district to which he was bound. 

When he arrived at the north country, he went from 
hoose to house, but did not find any employment, for every 
had kboorers enough, and one week of hay-harvest 
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was already paab He heard it aaid, however, that one old 
woman in the district^ generally thought by her neighbonra 
to be skilled in magio and tery rich, always b^gui her hay- 
catting a week hter than anybody else^ and though she 
seldom employed a laboarer, always contnTed to finiah it 
by the end of the season. When, by any chanoe— and it 
was a rare one— she did engage a workman, she waa naw 
known to pay him for his worL 

Now the peasant fiom the soiith was adrised to ask this 
old woman for empkyment^ having been warned of her 
strange haUts. 

He accordingly went to her houses and ofoed himself 
to her as a day-kbonrer. She accepted his offar, and told 
him that he mighty if he chose, work a week tat her, hoi 
mnst expect no payment 

^Except^" she said, *yoa can cut more grass in the 
whole week Uian I can rake in on the last day of if* 

To these terms he gladly agreed, and hegui mowing. 
And a very good sqrthe he fcond that to be which the 
woman had given him in his dream; for it cat weD, and • 
never wanted sharpening, thoogh he worked with it fv 
five days onceasingly. He v?as well content^ too, vrith his 
phMse^ for the dd v?oman v?as kind enough to him. 

One day, entering the forge next to her hoas^ he saw 
a vast nomber of soytheJiandles and nke^ and a lag heap 
of blades^ and wooderad beyond measaie what the old kdy 
could want with aU these. It was the fifth day— tiis 
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Friday "-wH wbsi be was aateq) that nif^biy the mme elf- 
voau wfaaa be iad aecD opon Uw jnoantuai, ctme AgtUi 
lDfaiMi,ud Msd; 

*I^rgB M uo tbe nandowft joa have 1001m, jcmr 
Mnplojcr win «m]; bo tUe to nko in aU tliat Iwj U^ 
AomWf «i^ tf ibfl does n^ wU1~m jroa know^riYO yoa 
av^ witboat p>7UM! 700. NVbcn, therefore, jon soa 
, go into tbe Corge, tak« as niftQy acytbe- 
I m j<m tbbk proper, fit tbeir bkdefl to ihem and 
Any tboD out bio Uist put of tbo liod whcro tbe bay is 
im mesL Tlisrt yo«t must Isy tbcm on tbo gmuiu], snd 
ym ibsll sfv how tbiiigs go." 

ibe diHfipesnd, and in the nonimg the 
gBttmg iqp^ let to ipoih; as wsosl, st big mowiiig. 
At n o'clock the oUwitah csawoot, hringiiig ft^^ 
vitt hsi, end ssad lo the man: 
* A goodly pieoe of ground yon bsTe mowed, indeed I " 
And so aaying aha apraad the nkea npoo the bay. Then 
the acB aw, lo Us MtodahBcnt, that thoogh the one aha 
held in h« hnd nkad in gnal qnantitiea of bay, the other 
> kaa» each, aD of their ofwn aooord and with 
towialdthaB. 
Ai noon, aaMg that the old woman would aoon get the 
.hawcniinio the fsTge and took ont aefcnd 
^ to wUeh ha fixed their Uadea, and bringing 
iMm onl into the field hnd them down npon the graas 
TrUrTnrai jil rtialin Thcnalltheacythaaaettoipoffk 
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of their own aooord, and ent down thegniSioqniekfytliftt 
the lakeB could not keep pace with them* And so they 
went on iU the rest of the day, and the old woman was 
nnable to rake in aU the hay whibh ky in the fields. After 
darky she told him to gather np his seythes and take them 
into the house again, while she ooDeeted her lakesi sqring 
to him: 

^ Ton are wiser than I iock yon to be^ and yo« know 
more than myself: so mneh the better for you, fcr yoa 
may stay as kmg with me as yoa like." 

He spent the whole sommer in her empkyment^ and 
they agreed Teiy well together, mowing with mi^^ little 
tronble a vast amoant of hay. In the antonm she sent 
him away, well laden with money, to his own home in the 
south. Next sommer, and more than one smnmer Allow- 
ing he spent in herempfey, slways being paid as Us heart 
conld desire, at the end of the season. 

After some years^ he took a fiurm of his own in the soiitii 
conntry, and was slways looked upon by aU his mifgbhomn 
as an honest man, a good fiaherman, and an able woa kman 
in whaterer work he might pat his hand ta He ahmjs 
eat his own hay, nerer using any sqrthe but that whidi 
the elf-woman had gijen him upon the mountains; nor 
did any of his neij^ibours erer finish their mowing beioss 
hint 

Qnesummer it chanoedthat^ while he was out fishing; 
oneofhisnei^bouncameto Us house and asked his wiii 
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to lend Uni her hnsband's aqrihey as he had lost his own. 

The ftmier's wife looked for one^ bat ooold only find the 

one ufoa which her husband set such store. This, how- 

^ erar, a little loth, she lent to the man, begging him at the 

same time nerer to temper it in the fire, for that^ she said, 

her good man nerer did. So the nei^bonr promised, and 

taking it with him, boond it to a handle andb^gan to work 

with ii. Bat^ sweep as he would, and strain as he would 

(and sweep and strain he did right lustily), not a mn^ 

blade of grass folL Wrothat this, the man tried to sharpen 

ik^ but with no ataiL Then he took it into his forge^ in- 

'^hading to temper it^ for, thought he^ what harm could 

possibly do ; but as soon as the flames touched it^ 

I steel melted like wax, and nothing of it was left but a 

» heap of ashes. Seeing this, he went in haste to the 

r^s houses where he had borrowed it^ and told the 

I what had happened: she was at her wits' end with 

I and flhame when she heard it^ for she knew well 

how her husband set store by this scythe, and how 

he would be at its loss. 

And angry indeed he was, when he came home, and he 

his wife well for her folly in lending what was not 

\Bn to lend. But his wrath was soon oyer, and he noTer 

tpm, as he neyer had before^ laid the stick about his 

life's 
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In the north oonntry, near a fiurm called Eeta^ a 
a high and steep roisk, named GMmaborg. It la aaid 
m ihia wild castle^ elyes hate dwelt for many agea 
that their chief haa always heen called Orimnr. O 
old folk, not kmg dead, nsed to declare that in their 
fonr dyes dwelt in the GMmsborg, two men and 
women, and that of these each pair went in torn to dun 
Keta^ when there was worship, leating the others at 1 

It happened that a bad season, for a long time pr 
ing, eat off from the inhabitants of that district 
snpply of food, and droTe them into the yery jawa of c 
Qnce^ during the fiimine^ the former of Eeta» chanou 
pass the Elf-<»stle^ bethought him of what hope mig 
in an appeal to the good-will o^ the chief el^ and | 
dose to the foot of the borg, said in a lond yoioe:-* 

*' Rich Or/mur of the CMtle, hear our aonow t 
And, of thy pity, ere shall dawn to-monroir. 
Oast up beneath the rocks, upon the shore, 
A mighty whale, that wo may stanre no mora,** 

Then he waited to hear if there should be any ansn 
these words. In a few minutes ayoioe came from tin 
castle^ saying:— 

<* Whale, come to land ! 
Lio stretohed upon the sand 
In death, that thooo who fear to die 
From fittnine^ ind salyatkm nigh * 
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• be hard these wonU, thG turmer reiorD^ 
fojhSiyt knowDg that tlw days of tiw iamma were 
ca th« dres roochmfed their help^ And next 
gocog with i UrgQ hud of men down to the 
vhat Aofoii ha mc Ijing detid opoa the rocks, but 
\ wfaal^ which h«l been dhTen up bj tho suif in tha 



tbe bauDe of Keta, for before the people hid 
the flenh of the whale, the eeeaoa chaog^ and 
dajB OUQO back *^ 



1 



'Old Bmoab." 



i fma, kog 000^ three cluldnD were play- 
i^ ea a gi aw nwrnil, a liitie giii end two boy. After 
dM7 had plqred for aome time^ the giily who was the yoimg- 
sit of IhflBip food a deep hole m the gnnmd, so deep that 
she eoald aot see the bottom of it Stooping down shs 
thnst hv hsad into it^ snd sbnttmg her ejei, cried oat 
ktep« Pit something into the pafan of an old beggar, 
Md aid big^ sUl not sse."* No socoer had ahe said 
fts wsvi% than a hige aflfsr botton was pbeed in her 



Uto 



the otfbv eUUm saw her good Indk thej mn 
wA mwj, sad the eldest of them stooping 
hbkmd into the hole kKS mid said, «Pnt 
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Mmeihmgmtoihehaiidof anold b^ggir, and old b^ggv 
shall not see^*" for he hoped to get eomething at least as 
good aa the little girl had got^ if not better indeed. 

Bat nol Far finom it When he drew his hand out 
again, he only found that he had lost the use of it^ and 
what ia nune, nerer r ecorered it again. For the el^ who 
hated enry more than anything in the world, had giTen it 
aaqneeie. 

Tl&NOUBTAPI. 

In the olden tunes, many years ago, a rieh former lired 
at Soalingsdalstdnga. Of his children, two were sons^ fay 
name Amdr and STeinn. These hx>thers were both foil 
of pnmuse, though as different in character from one 
another as day and night Amdr was a brate^ stirring, 
and actiTe youth; Syeinn, a^ qniet^ gentle, and timid 
on& 

Amdr, who was fiill of life and spirits, spent all his 
time in out-door sports and games, in company with the 
other young men who Uyed in that yaUey, and who used 
to meet together at a rocky hill standing near the form 
Tdnga, which was called TdngustapL Their foyourite 
amusement in the winter was to alide in sleighs down the 
snowy sides of the hill, and in the eyenings, the rocks used 
to echo again with their ahouts and merriment^ Am^ 
being always ringleader. 

o2 



MHmif fifw took Mfk to titonr ipoftou hiiiMi 

■okfliTi^ttmii ftaffevMl to ponl at iM^aal t» 
■7 Oal kt M to ^ vift At dvw iHw tMlk k At 

Girtrii Ik iM «to4^ iiillMNa itt^ ^ 

His oftoi iimifld 1m toollMr Ml to ndto mA iM 
UJltoikAiiifc ahiiVS iMghiiit Ub te 1m 1^ 
MaflMk «Mdo«MdM dfwiim BOM flMiramteik 
JUifvitonivgttMrq^octoMt At yi^hoMirMlMm 

Itod^MdgOMktlPMli.'' ABagOOAll»di4,JMk«ll8 



, flik iMmnmiia cone oflM fcDj. 
(toe Mw yiic^i sight Bhusr had diaippeiied m usual, 
Imt stoyed much kmgor aimy firam home than was his 
CMtom. Axodt offeied to go and look for him, saying in 
jolu^ "He is certainly e^joying the company of his 
fijends the eltes.* So starting ont^ he took his way to 
Hie moinitain 

. 33ie ni^t was dark and stormy. When he had arriTed 
aft that side <tf the hill which U^i, the farm, the rock 
opMod suddenly before him of ito own accord, and he saw, 
wiIUd, endless rows of the brightest lamps. At the same 
loM he heard the soond of mnsio^ and bethoo^t himself 
Aat' lUs BQst sorely be the time for the elves' public 
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worship. And dimwing nemr he cuna to an open door, 
through which he looked, and saw Tast erowds of people 
assemUed within. One^ who seemed to be a priest^ stood, 
dressed in splendid robes, bj an altar, itmnd iriiich were 
placed nnmberless boming candles. Amdr then went 
farther in still, and saw bis brother STeinn kneeling before 
the altar, while the priest, laying his hands co bis head, 
was speaking some words o?er hint Boond aboat him 
stood many others, all in sacred robes, so that Ani&r 
gnessed at once that they were making bis brother an 
elfin-priest 

Then he cried aloo^, ** Srann I Come I Come with 
me I Youarenmning theriskof deathi'' 

Whereupon STeinn started np^ and, taming towards the 
door near which his brother stood, made as if he woald 
harry to him. But the priest^ who stood befixre the altar, 
said: 

** Shut instantly the door I and let us wreak yengeance 
upon the man who has dared to place his feet within our 
holy place. But thou, Syeinn, must go from among ns 
for thy brother's fault; and, inasmuch as thou wert willing 
to go to him, and loyed more his shamakss call than these 
our sacred rites, thou shalt fiill down dead whenerer thine 
eyes again see me standing in my robes befixre this 
altar." 

Am6r now saw those who had been standing round the 
altar, lift bis brother in their arms and vanish with him 



flmwyi ftditlMit two of mJL < AftUM hbm moBMit wb 

crodl nihod wA one «eootd to Urn doanmj. He Urn- 
fldf an flmni^ il flni^lMA mto tlie ^ 
qpel lomaide Ue home. But eoon lie heud beimd kna 
tlie eona of Mbwmg fsei^ Md die iiwd tnmp 

Aad one of the firaeoet lidn oriaa irilli a 




•Ittdtl Bidtl Bideoil 
Vor At ibpii avt diik «id At pott k aiM I 
BtiMibdbiibiidtateUmI 

ichrUtfailiBdhMd, 
Inoiderlhiilto 
MqrMfirM 
i«ml Bidtl Ridtl BIfcoBi* 



Then Ae nhole troop lode between Arn&r end the fiurm 

and dzofe him heck. Qb thej irent o?er hill and rock 

■nd monMi An&r, whoee droad clogged his feet, knowing 

« not whither he fled. At ket he oune to some elopes &t 

" MSt of his home^ end thare^ his strength forsaking him, 

he SbU down ^M"*»i^g, and the whole elfin-troop rode oyer 

Ina^ hraising him with the hoofr of their goUin-horses^ 

. « tin he was more deed than afiTO. 

. As Id Sfeinn, he came home just when the honseholdy 
tind of waiting; were going to bed. He did not ntter a 
wwi eboiit Umeelf or his own kng absence^ bat bade them 
aft eaee make eearoh for his brother Amk. All the 




J^- 
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aenrants, therefore, irent oat and spent the rest of the 
night in Tsinly trying to find him. But he was fimnd at 
hist hj a fiurmer who Uied to the eastward, and who^ as he 
rode to early worship^ at Tdnga, next morning, stmnUed 
across him lying at the foot of the slopes. Am6r was 
sensiUe^ bat dying, and so weak that he only fimnd 
strength and words to tell the fiurmer what had happened, 
and to b^g him not to take him home again, bat lea^e 
him, before he M back deal 

Eter since that those moonds haye been called " the 
slopes of death r 

SToinn was nerer hiniself again, bat became more soDen, 
silent^ and stiange than he had been before. And it was 
noticed from that timu forth he neither went near nor 
looked towards the rocky monntain, TdngnstapL He 
seemed to care no more for worldly things^ and at last 
* gaye them np with their interests for ever, by becoming a 
monk, and shutting himself up in the monastery of Helgar. 
felL He was so learned that none of the brethren were 
by any means a match for him» and he sang the mass so 
sweetty that the like of ii— they said— had nerer been 
heard before. So tiiey looked on him with awe^ and as 
on one who is not of this world, and he was, as it were^ 
head oyer them alL 

Now, after a while, his &ther, at Tonga, being &r on 
in years, foil sick for the kst time^ and yearning to see 
his son before he died, sent for.Steinn to come to him. 
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fti €Ott obpyvd tbe biddings Imt^ •• he tlqMU^«dt 
mOj to tlia nooks wbo had aAcmUed to wish him 



* Hij it fcn wcO with jron ftU for 0T«r, &ir pcrchftooo 
I mAj never ooiae Wk with life agBin." 

Be MoinA at Tan^ the SatanU; beibro EA8t«r, and 
hif blhfr ao rod of atrrngth aa to be acarcd j abb 
Btti the old man made it understood that 1m 
aoQ to iuig thf? moss on Easter day in tbo 
ckuch, whilher he himself woold be earned to die; 
Sra&ii, atrangrjj k)lh, coaacDiod, bat only cm oooditioa 
thai the cbaich door aboold be kqit firmly abut dnring 
Htm wUa Mnrie^ far vpon the faUOmait of tUa aomet 
.^aii« fold him UmI Ua life depended. 
^ Eielm moniBg hie airifed, and the dying man ia 
haoM bj hie aena&le into the diuncL Then Sreinn, 
i hie pricitly robea^ alanda upon the atepa of the 
1 ematly aingi the bmm. So aweetly, that aU 
tUnk that ne?^ befcie ImTe they heard 
lika thi% and thej kneel with the ray braith 
i npon their lipe to bten to hhn the better. 
wha^at the does of the eerriee^the prieat tome 
Oe akv, and with onlilietched handa pronouieea 
Urn Ueaei^fr anddenly a atnmg wind finom the 
hM chnrefe^ and the dooTi bnratnig finom ile 
Uk hmOj kmi^ AU tun to look, tod 
OoMiplj ftMM tbt tko rooky UD ' 





^ 
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near at hand ymwu open, and that within it g^eam 
ooontksa rows of burning lamps. And when thqr turn 
again towards the altar, Sreinn has fiJlen down and lies 
dead where he has just pKonoanoed the blessing. And 
his &ther has fiJlen also finom his conch, his face fikewiie 
white with death. 

Then the people knew whence the west wind came^ and 
how STeinn has been skin bj the xerengefel ehres. 

For the fiumer, who had firand Am&r at the tod of 
the slopes, has long ago told them the stoiy; and tfaqr 
whisper to one another that STeinn has seen the elfin- 
priest standing robed at his altar. 

So the &ther and son were boried on the same day. 

Bnt the church at Tonga now stands elseidiera^ that it 
may be oat of sight of the elfiii temple, whose altar is 
to the west and whose door to the east 



Thb Father of Eiohxebn Eltm. 

At a certain farm, long ago^ it happened that all the 
honsehdd were oat one day, maldng hay, except the 
goodwoman and her only child, a hoj of foor years old. 
He was a strong, handsome, Instj Uttle fellow, who coold 
abeady speak ahnost as well as his elders^ and was kxdnd 
npon by his parents with great pride and hope^ Bat 
as his mother had plenty of other work to do besides 



kHiitiMidUl^ to htm UnakM tat m 
^ «lib ite mi* iawB to Am Ifook to «Mh Am 

Si A* kft Um |lqrfa« ^ 4^ *« cf 4^ 
CMM iMk afflk m warn « li* kal fkad 
toliy. 

SinB^f A* ipdb* to *• «UU, k bepa to «7 to a 
nUAwMaiMrMlalitm 



i to Mfa «b« fUH iftok to Imt, « k IMS HHik to 
i% il «d|f jdU *• »«% na n ii ivMt M &r • loBS 
■a asMriMdllM Hottad.ta Ot 
IMS to teptir at 8» KoaiiMUl • daagt k kr 

HJf ^ns W iMBMB to WW MM Hi SHiHL 

nU irift gii< ihi nwft to idt Am ainea of • 
WfiiM B iM khdu ipohbi IB tod iii^gMicwrhoody ind 
eonUfld to lier ill liar tmUe. 

Btt neie^iboiir asked her all aorta of qoeatioiia— How 
loDg ago tliia diange m the diiU'a maimer had happened? 
What hia mother thoni^t to be the canae <tf it? and ao 
tatOL To aU of whidi the wretdied iranan gave the best 
flosucBB aha oonkL At hat the wiae woman said: 

'Do joQ not think, my friend, that the diild yon now 
kste la a diangeling? "^I^thoat doabt it waa put at yonr 
wllagB door in the plaee of yoor aon, while yon wwe 
WMUaigtheBilk-faila.* 

«I faww not^* replied the other, "hat adtiae me how 
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So the wise womuiMid, ""I wiUtell joiL Flaoe the 
ohild where he may see iinmeihmg he has norer seen 
before^ and let him Ujkj himself alone. As soon as he 
belieres no one to be. near him, he will qpesL But yon 
mnst listen attentiTelj, and if the diild says smwithing 
thatdeelarai him to be a changelings then beat him with- 
out mercy. 

That was the wise woman's adTioe^ and her nei^^iboor, 
with many thanks for it^ went home. 

When she got to her hoose^ she set a csnldron in the 
middle of the hearth, and taking a nnmber of rods^ bound 
them end to end, and at the bottom of them fiurtened a 
poriidgeHSipoon. This she stock into the cauldron in soch 
a way that the new handle she had made for it reached 
right np the chimney: as soon as she had prepared 
everyihing, she fetched the child, and placing him on the 
floor of the kitchen left him and went ont^ taking care^ 
however, to leaye the door ajar, so that she could hear and 
see all that went on. 

When she had left the room, the diild b^gsn to walk 
romKl and roond the cankhxm, and eye it csrefoUy, and 
after a while he said : 

** Well I I am old enoa^^ as anybody may goess firam 
my beard, and the &ther of ei^^teen cItcs^ bat nenrer, 
in all my lift^ have I seen so kng a spoon to so small a 
pot- 
On hearing this the goodwoman waited not a moment^ 
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but rushed into the room and snatcfaing np a bandk of 
fire-wood flogged the changeling with it^ till he lacked and 
marmmfA again. In the midst of all this, the door opened, 
and a strange woman, bearing in her arms a beantifol boy, 
cotend and said, ** See how we differ I I cherish and loye 
joor son, while yon beat and illnse my husband;'' with 
tibeae woids^ she gave back to the fanner's wife her own 
MO, and taking the changrfing by the hand, disappeared 
inui him* 

Bot tks little boy grew np to manhood, and fnlfiUed all 
iha Iwpe and promise of his yoath. 



Blub Face. 

It happened once that ^ £Eurmer'8 daughter in the east 
comitiy was lost^ and, thongh great search was made for 
her, was never found a^un. Her parents were over- 
wbdmed with grie^ and the farmer went to the house of a 
priest who was deemed wiser than his neighbours, and 
who reoeiTed him kindly, listening attentiyely to the man's 
noooont of his misfortune, and to his request for help to 
find out whether his daughter were liying or dead. The 
priest told him that the girl had been stolen by elres, 
adding; * Nor would seeing her again be any pleasure to 

JOB." 
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Bnt the fiither oould not think this, so fimd had he heen 
of hie daughter, bat urged the priest orer and orer again 
to aid him in getting her hack. At length, the latter, 
\rcim oat by oontinoal entreatieB, agreed to do so^ and 
appointed an evening on which the fiumer shoald come 
tohiahoose. 

At the appointed time the fanner repaired to the priest's 
dwelling, who, as soon as the rest of his hoosehdd had 
retired to bed, led him out of the house to where a horse 
was standing ready saddled. The priest mounted the horse, 
and making the fiurmer mount behind him, put spurs to 
his steed, and they rode away. Afiber they had ridden £ar 
a time, the peasant knew not how kmg, they came to the 
sea, oyer which the horse galloped as if it had been dry 
land. At last they came to some high rocks, which rose 
sheer finom the sea, and upon which the wayes dashed. 
Under these the priest guided the horsey until they saw 
before them an opening like the door of a house, into 
which the peasant looked and could peroeiye a bright li^t^ 
and many people hurrying to and fro. Among them was 
a woman whose fiice was pale-Uue and who had upon her 
forehead a white cross. Then the priest asked the peasant 
how he admired this woman. ^ Not at all," said he. The 
priest answered, ''That is your daughter, and I can, if yon 
will it^ get her back again for you; but I warn you that 
on account of her haying liyed with the elyea^ and through 
the force of their strange arts, her nature has been changed 
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mtoawfldoiielilntheira.'' The peasant said, "^ Nay I let 
w letnm at once; my heart does not yearn towards 
her.' 

So they letorned o?er the sea and orer the knd, and 
tlMir fleet hone took them home again ere any knew of 
departure. 



ThB BiBHOP AMD THB ElTV. 

A liahop^ tmTelling to yieit the Tarions parte of his 
diocese^ took with him, among other serrants, as was the 
custom in those times (for this was long ago), a maid- 
servant to cook his meals for him. One evening he rested 
and caused the tents to be pitched, and the camp for the 
nig^t to be made npon a certain monntain. 

Next morning the maid was missing. Search was 
made, high and low, far and wide, for her, bat all in 
TBin, and the bishop shrewdly suspected that she had 
been stolen by the elves. 

Now he had in his retinne of servants a certain man, 
wbo^ firom his great stature and strength, went by the 
name of ** John the Giant" Accordingly he called John 
the Giant to him, and said to him : 

*8it yon here^ npon my bed, while I go out, and do 
not stir fiir an instant firom the tent If it should happen 
flmt the maid oome in, seiae her and hold her fast ; and. 
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abore all thingn^ do not let liar go till I xefann, howefor 
much she may afamggle^ and howerar much she may heg. 
Take care, too^ bow yoa belieTe what she aaya^ fiur to 
deoeiTe yoa into leaTing her fitee^ she will not atidc at 
alie.** 

With these worda^ the bishop took his atafl^ and going 
oat drew with it three cixdes^ one within the other, on 
the groond oataide the tent^ and went away withoot 
anybody seeing in idiat diieotioQ. 

Meanwhile Jdm the Giant sat opon the'bed and waited, 
listening and looking intently, bat moring neither hand 
nor foot After a Uttle while the maid, who had been 
lost, appeared near the tent, withoat any shoes apon her 
feet^ and nmning into it, went ap to the pillow of the 
iHshop's bed as if to get something from mfidemeath it 
Bat John the Giant was too qaick tat her, and starting 
ap flong his arms roond her and held her tight At first 
she begged him to let her go, saying that the bishop had 
sent her, and that she most make haste back to him 
again. Then, as soon as she saw that John the Giant 
tamedadeaf ear toallher entreaties^ and did not beliere 
or care for a word she saU, she b^gan to straggle^ and 
fought so stardily, that it was afanost more thaa he ooald 
do to hold her. 

Jost at this time the other senrants oatside saw twehe 
moanted men, dressed in bloe^ ride towards the tent^ 
stopping, howerer, saddenty, as if tiiey had been shot^ 
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^MD ibej cttne to the ciicles whidi wwe dmm found 
il^ tod JmmwlktfJy nmiBhing aimy. 

For these wwe magie ciides whidi the Ushop hid 
made with hk hofy etefl^ and nothing eril or ungodly 
could pesB bqpond theoL 

Soon afterwaida the liehop himself retnnied and told 
his soring men to hind the maid nntil such time as her 
temper ahodd be less perrerse. Then he again went 
away, and befixre long the girl came to her own good 
senses agun. When the others saw this they asked her 
to tdl them what had be&Jlen her, and how she had 
left the csmp withoat awakening anybody. She declared 
Ihst in the mfjiat a man had come to her bedside, taken 
lier hand and led her oat^ she not knowing why or 
whither they were going till they came to a certain 
moond, into which they entered. That here she found a 
great many people assembled in a large hall, at the end 
cf which was a raised dais, with many women collected 
together npon it That theso women hod mado her go 
to bed, and placed beside her conch a spinning-whoel 
and bandle of hemp, bidding her spin it when she awoke. 
''Bnt^* she said, ^ in the morning the bishop, with his 
staff in his hand, came to my bedside and bade me nm 
back hoe and £etch his keys from under his pillow. I 
lose and ran in soch haste that I had not eren time to 
pot CO my shoes." 

And this was the end of the matter. The bishop came 
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bick tooQ ifterwaid% not iD^[iIeMei with Ui monmef • 
work; Cor being prattj well eldlled in magio and the 
like^ and being; moiooifer, a nrj holy man, and a xig^ 
detennined one to boot^ he had played the eltite a pratty 
trick that day, in getting Ui maid-eerrant out of their 
hands afanoat as soon as thej had got her into theira. 
And, as fiir as that went^ he could ha^ done it a hundred 
times just as easily as once; and in a diffianni way eadi 
tima 



Who Bun/r Bbthib Ghubch? 

A certain fiurmer once lited at Beynir, in the distiiot 
of MyrdaL He was <»dered by the bishop to build a 
good church hard by his fium-Jioose, but had so mnch 
di£Sciilty in getting enough timber before the hay-making 
season, and then so much troaUe in finding proper 
builders, that he feared he should be miable to finish 
the work be&ne the winter. 

One day as he was walking in his field, thinking sadly 
over the matter, and how he should ezcose himself to the 
bishop for foiling to obey his bidding, a strange man, 
whom he had nerer seen before, met him, and Mopping 
him, offered him his senrices in building the chnreh, 
declaring that he shoold require the sendees of no other 
workman. Then the former asked him what payment ha 
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hodII tfunk the doe meed ol musli labour, and the man 
made flie foDowing conditioii — ^that the fiumer should 
citfier find out his name befine he had finished the 
dundi, or dae give him his son, who was then a little 
boj six jesra dd. The fiumer thought these easy tenns 
enough finooth, and kn^^iing in his sleere^ gladly con- 
tp t ed to them« 

So the stnnga builder set to work, and worked with a 
niD, by day and by nighty speaking but little to anybody, 
until the drarch rose beneath his hands as quickly as if 
by magie^ and the fiumer plainly foresaw that it woold be 
finished efcn befiire the hay-making was oyer. 

But by this time he had rather dianged his mind 
about tlie payment he had before thought so easy, and 
nas yerj fiir fixxn feding glad that the end of the 
diordi4Niilding was so near ; for do what he would, ask 
whom he would, and seardi the country round as he 
would, and had done, he could not^ for the life of him, 
find out the name of his quick-handed mason. Still the 
diurdi went oo not a whit dower for his anxiety, and 
aatnnm came^ and a Teiy little more labour would finish 
ihe building. 

One day, the last day of the work, he happened to be 
wandenn^ outside his fidd, brooding, in deep grie^ over 
what now seemed to be the heayy price he would haye 
to pay to his master-builder, and threw himself down 
mpm a grass mound which he came to; he had scarody 
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lain there a miniite^ vbea he heaid aome one amgiiig; 
and listening^ he finind that the Toioe iraa thai of a 
mother lulling her ohiU, and came from inaide the moond 
upon which he had flmig himaelf down. Thia ia what 
itaaid: 



^ Soon will thy fiuher Fiamir coma from Bqrnir, 
Bringkig a little playmate for thet, hem.* 

And iheae woida were repeated orar and over again; 
bat the fiumer, who prettj aoon gaeaaed what thej 
meant^ did not wait to hear how many timea the mother 
thought fit to aing them, or what the diiU aeemed to 
think of them, bat started up and ran with aU ^eed, 
hia heart filled with jofj, to the diuibh, in iduch he 
found the builder juat nailing tho kat plank orer the 
altar. 

'Well done, friend Finnurl" aaid he^ * how aocn joa 
haye finished your work I" 

No aooner had these words passed his Iqps than friend 
Finnur, letting the plank fidl from hia hand, Taniahedy 
and waa nerer aeen again. 
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Kaxu's Dbxam. 



A eertein cbie( Dimed lUr, liTed, long ago, at Beyk- 
lidbur. His inS^ who mB ot noble fiunily, nas called 
Kafla. Onoe^ as was his custom, Mar had ridden to the 
Biet^ leanng^his wife at home. 

One morning during his absence, Eatia, feeling tired 
and heaTj, went to bed, not yerj long after she had risen 
from it^ and fell into.adeep sleep. At noon her attendants 
went to her to call her, but^ try as they would, could not 
wake her ; so^ fearing that she was dead, they called her 
fiostor-fiither, who liTod in the honse, and told him of her 
state. He went to the side of her bed, and himself endea- 
Toored to roose her, bat quite in Tain. Then, looking 
attentiTely at her, he said, ^ She is not dead : the flame of 
life is still flickering in her bosom, but I am no more able 
to wake her than yon were." And, with these words, he 
sat down beside her conch, and kept close watch oyer her 
for feur whole days and nights. 

On the fifth day Eatla awoke, and seemed to be over- 
come with sorrow; but no one dared to ask her what was 
thecanseof it 

Soon after this her husband came back home firom the 
Diet ; but his wife was no kmger the same that he had 
left behind him. She was changed. She neither went to 
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meet him, as she nw ivont to do^noririMi he ounedid 
8he say ** Welcome " to him, nor eiditte him with har ueotl 
loTe, Dor show joj to see him safe. 

Wondering and griered at her stiange manner, he asked 
her attendants apart what had hefidkn her, and why she 
behared thus; bat they could only tell him that she had 
slept nnoeasinj^y fixr four days and fimr nig^ts^ and on . 
awaking had shown this sorrow, without erer tdliilg any- 
body the reason of it^ or what ailed her. On hearing tius^ 
Mar took Eatia herself apart^ and urged her to tell him 
what ailed her,— -whether anght ha& befidkn her in lier 
long sleep, assuring her that she would U^ten har load 
of sorrow in thus giring him ^the half of it At lasl^ 
yielding to her husband's prayers^ she spoke as follows: — 

^As you know, my husband,.! fell into a deep sleep 
early one morning while you were away. I had not slept 
long, when therecaine to my bedside a beautiful lady, xidily 
dressed, who spoke, sweetly to me^ and telling me that she 
lived at the £Eurm Threr^ not far henoe^ bagged me to go 
back with her some part of the way thither. As soon as 
I rose to comply with her wish, she placed her glores in 
my bed, saying, * These shall take your place while yon 
are away.' Then we went out^ and came soon to a large 
lake, as clear and as smooth ss glass^ upon which, near 
the shore, a gaily-painted boat was moored. Here I would 
part from the lady, and wished her Ood-speed; but she^ 
thanking me for having come so far with her, heU out her 
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hand, as if to Ul mefiuewell, erpng^'WUljou not Bay 
frxeweDtoAlTor?' 

* No aoonsr had I stretched finrth mine in retom, than 
she grasped it tightly, and lea{»ng from the shore into 
the skiff with me^ rowed it swiftty to a small island which 
stood in the midst of the hke. Now, indeed, I felt only . 
. too wen that she had aU power oyer me^ and that I was 
wnaUe to resist her. She saw that I was filled with dread, 
sod tried to cafan my fears^ showing me erery kindness 
sod oonrtesy, and assoring me that it was Fate akme 
ufaich had oompelled'her to treat me thns. 'I will,' she 
■aid, 'soon take yon safely home again.' 
. "TVhen we had oome to the island, I saw that there 
stood vpotk it a eastte^ more heantifnl than anything I had 
efer seen or heard of before. 'This is mine,' said Alrdr; 
and leading me into it by the hand, she took me to her 
awn room, where many ladies were sittmg. There she 
made me enter a bath of sweet water, and when I had 
bathed^ she took me to a beantifnl bed which stood in the 
room, oorered with cnrtains of the richest stuff, and filled 
with soft down. In this I Cell asleep after I had drunk a 
cap of some rare wine which was blended me. When I 
awoke^ I finmd on a couch near me a mantle worked 
richly in gold, which the lady who sat by my side bade 
me put CO, together with an embroidered dress which she 
fSpsf% me. TVhen I was dressed, she threw also orer me 
kcr own mantle^ which was daintily wrought in gold and 
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lined witli for. Besides aU tbii^ she gSTB me fi^ rings of 
zed gold, a golden band Cor mjhair, and a costlj Beli^. 
begging me to keep them all as gifts. After I had thus 
attired myself she bade me follow her to the dinin^^Jian,. 
and we went there with her, ej^^ kdies in aH 

''All the walls of the room were hmig with doth of. 
woTen gdd, and the tables were crowded with silTer.Tessek 
and flagons^ and with gtdd inhid horns; and roond the 
taUe sat many handsome men, splendidfy attired. At 
the high taUe stood a throne^ and near this I saw a man, 
dressed in rich silk, lying asleep (m ^ >nioh. Ahorwentup 
to him and woke him, and I heard ita she called him EazL 

''He started up from his slumber, and said to her, 
'Why haye yoa broken my rest? Hsts yoa ins^ of 
good tidings to tell me ? or, perchance^ ha^ yoa brooe^ 
Eatla hither?' 

"As soon as he saw that I was in the hall, he came to 
me, and taking me by the hand, led me to the throne^ 
where he made me sit^ and sat beside me. Then the Lady 
Alrdr pointed to ns, and cried oat to the guests, 'See! 
the bride and farUegrpom I ' Whereupon they shouted, as 
with one Toioe^ and drank and made merry till nightfiJl, 
And through aU this din of rerel, Alydr told me that for 
that night I was to share the couch of Ein; but 1^ fiiU 
wroth, withdrawing myself from her side, said : 
» "'Nerer will I do this tiiingl Far too dearly do I 
loTe my husband to share the hreotrnj other/ 
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"The kdy answered, * If yon eay nay, bale and bann 
wH ding to yon fixr erer: be wiee^ therefbre, and eon- 
aenL' 

"Wietehed that I was, I knew not what to do, <nr 
whither to tun myself fixr neither eomfort nor aid was 
near, and I was as a kmb in the midst of a herd of 
wohres. They led me to the conoh m which I had slept 
befofi^ and then Eari cune to me^ and offered me all he 
had, if I would only Ioto him. I told him that his love 
was hopdesi^ but he would not hear me. Then he brought 
me a horn of wine; and after he had tasted it himself 
firsts made me drink of it^ saying : 

"'Bather would I struggle with Heija than see sorrow 
in your eyes. Be oomforted; yon shall soon return to 
your home.' 

" With these words he lay beside me ; and whether it 
were the force of his entreaties, or the beanty of hii 
presence, or the weight of the wine npon my soul, I cannot 
tell, but I no longer opposed- his love, thongh the while 
my heart was filled with grief. 

" And so in sorrow passed two days and nights ; nor 
coold all the kindness of the attendants, and of all around 
me^ comfort me. At last Eari said to me, * Gall the son 
whom yon shall bear to me by my name, and give him from 
his fiither, whom he shall nerer see, this belt of wrought 
gold, and this knife with the haft of cunning workmanship,* 
and let them be heirlooms in his fiunily.' And he bade 
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me plaoe the belt tod knift^ together with the enAioklered 
guments tod costly oraainents which I had wom while 
with him, in a sack, and take them home with me. 

"^ ' Show them,' he said, ' to your hnabaiid lUr, and teU 
him the whole troth, though it be a grief and woe to your 
heart to do bo ; Cor it is bat jnst^ and your duty. Let 
him aid yon in building a fium at ThTer^ where yon shall 
see two small hillocks^ which shall be yoor money-nKNiiids. 
In that place yon shall finmd a great and noble fiunily. 
Now I mnsi lesTC yon, and yon wfll nerer see me sgain, 
fi)r/ said he sadly, 'the hoors of my life are nnmbered.' 

"^ When he had finished speaking Alfor the hdy took 
my hand and led me oat; and as I left the hall I heard a 
load and echoing soand, and tarning my head to see whence 
it came, behold TSAn lay dead. Cor his heartstrings had 
hxd^n with exceeding lo^ and sorrow. So the lady rowed 
me again in the boat across the lake and bronght me home^ 
and took the glores oat of my bed. 

''As she left me she said, ' May it Cm weD with yon, 
though yon haye caused bat sorrow to me in breaking my 
son's heart for hre and anguish. Enjoy all the weatth 
you hate, and be happy.' So saying, she was no aiore 
with me. 

^ This is the end of my dream. Therefore, my husba^ 
as you are a jast and tne man, weigh my fouli agunst its 
causes^ and Corgis me. Truly my hre tat yoa has not 
one whit departed.** 
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ridLfiumer and hia wife had two danghten^ 
wlio were named Margiet and OIoC 

Uargietwaa the darling of her parents' hearts, and used 
m the aonuner to take care of a dairy and pasture in the 
moontains^ Cor her fitther and moiher always put more trust 
m her than in anybody else. 

One smnmer it happened, that, while she waa sitting 
miOdng the ewes^ a little boy came to her serend evenings 
in iOflc iM Bio i i, and brooght with him a small wooden jog, 
ufaichheadDBdhertofillfor him with milL This Mar^ 
gint ahuqra lefosed to do^ and as he still came day after 
daj widi the ame request^ she at last became angry, and 
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oae erening thretteoed bim with a good whqq^oig if he 
tnmbled her agun. 

"" For," she nid, "^ I ahoold think I had plentj to do 
irithoat giring milk to all the little boya whp diooae to 
come Krith jags finrii Begone T 

At thia the child ran back crying to hia mother, who 
mm an elfwoman, and who lited near the moontain-fiurm, 
and told her how harahly Margrist had spoken to him. 
The elfwoman was mighty wroth at thii^ and nid : 

"^ Harsh woidaahall meet with a harahbt ThkahaU 
be Margr^'s &te. She shall spend and fritter away eroEy- 
thing that comes into her hands just as laTishlj as she has 
stingily refused to giye yon milL She shall try how aha 
likes poTerty and loss of trust" And true enough aha 
certainly did become such a spendthrift^ that her fitther and 
mother soon noticed it^ and not caring that she shoold 
waste all they had, withdrew her from the moontain paa- 
fare and sent Olof there in her stead. 

When the latter had been there some little time^ iha 
same child came to her as she sat out in the erening milk- 
ing the ewes, and, holding out his little porringer, said : 

* 015^ my mother sends her lore to yon, and begs yoa 
to giye her a little milk for her child. When yoor aster 
Margr^ waa hero I often asked her for some^ bat she was 
harsh and said nay, and dxoye me out of her sighH" 

Olof was tender-hearted, and willingly gaye the boy some 
milk to drink himself and filled his jng for him, at the f 
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time teDing him to oome whenerer he liked. The boy nn 
off to his mother and told her how different things were 
DoWy tod how kindly the girl had spdcen to him and treated 
him. Wh^Beapon the elfwoman said: 

" Good woids shall haye a good reward. This shall be 
Olofs fiite. An that comes into her hands shall torn to 
fidr hnkf and all she has shall increase as many-fidd as her 
kjndnfs to yon has been greater than her sister's cmelty.'* 

So finr some summers the boy came often to Olof for 
miDc. Now one antmnn her companions in the monntain- 
£um noticed ihat she was soon to giye birth to a child, bat 
being disoeet^ and moreorer loring her well, they kept 
their diBoorery from all else^ though they could not help 
whispering among themsdves that the boy who used to 
beg for milk was just as fond of Olof herself as of her 
milk-pails^ if not more so. 

One night Olof was detiyered of a child. As soon as it 
was bom, an old man and old woman, together with the 
boy who had so often yisited Olof on the mountains, came 
into the cottage, and taking the child in their arms went 
out with it» after bidding her an affectionate jGurewelL All 
this her companions saw, and that the youth often came 
and spoke with her, though Olof fully beliered that not 
only the birth of her child, but also the lisits of the elres^ 
were unlmown to all but herselfl 

!Gme passed without any new occurrence, until Olofs 
mother foil into a sickness which was her last After her 
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moiher'B death, (Mt took her pkoe in keepipg the hoaw, 
bat new seemed quite happy after what had happened at 
the moontain-Jiat Many fine young feDowa ivooed and 
wished to win her, bat ahe said nay to them aD, and sent 
them all off without so mnoh aa tarning her head to look 
aftertheoL 

At kat one came, to whom Olofa ftther, wearied with 
her eternal refoaala, bade her gife henelfl For acme while' 
ahe woald not listen to him, bat at length consented to 
inarry him only on the condition that he WDold nerer aUow 
anyone to pass the winter with them, ontil he had first 
spoken to her and asked her leafe to do so. He made her 
this promise, and they were speedily married and went to 
lire at the hosband'a farm (for he was afiurmer, weQ to do), 
which was in the moontains, fiur firom her old home. 

She had not been there long, when her mother-in-law 
saw that some weight lay upon Olofa heart, and that her 
eyes were often filled with tears^ and begged her to teU her 
the caose of her griet Bat Oldf woold not be persoadedy 
for a long time, and alwaya pat the other off with ahixking 
answers. At lasi^ however, her mother-in-law promised 
never, aa long as she lived, to repeat to anyone the truth, 
if Oldf woold only teU it her. So Oldf toU it her, and 
when she found how the good woman pitied her, and how 
kind and leal waa that heart into which she poured her 
scnrrow, she woddered why she had not trusted her at first. 

For there is no bafan like pity to a wounded soul, how- 
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efcr deep the wound and howefer kmg it may ha^e ached 
in lociot. 

In the third year after Olofa marriage^ bat the twelfth 
fiom the birth of her child in the monntain-hnt, it happened 
«t antomntide^ towards the end of the hay harreat^ that a 
man and a yoong boy came to the fiurmer'a house and gave 
him greeting. He had nerer seen them before, bat he 
noticed that they kept their hats sloached down oyer thor 
brows^ as if they were nnwiUing to be known. When the 
burner had retomed kindly their salutation, they bagged 
him to aOow.them to pass the wmter in his house. The 



''It is not my custom to reoeire strangers thus. It is 
long since I ha^o done so." 

Bat on their becoming more argent, he said : 

''I cannot bid you welcome, nor will I send you away, 
until I have first seen my wife, and spoken to her aboat 
iL" 

The man answered, ^ Troly you do well, and it becomes 
joa to let yoar wife haye the upper hand of you. If you 
send us away, be sure that all your neighbours shall know 
which of you two is master." 

This taunt was more than the farmer could bear, so he 
piomised to let them stay with him. Then going into 
ibe house he met Olol^ who said to him : 

''HEhat men aro these?" 

^I know nol^" he replied : ^ they haye come to me to 



OOUM or ILTB. 68 



ask lodging finr the winter, and thej nrged me eo^ that 
I promifled it them, and bade themwdoome tastayirith 
ns.- 

Then Olof aaid, ''In ao doing yum ha^e hrokea yonr 
promise to me^ bat some ?oioe in this matter I will hare. 
These men shall not aleep in the house with the rest of 
the servants, bat shall spend the winter in one of the 
oatboildings." 

And she left him, and went to her own room weeping. 

So the fiurmer made ready one of the oatlying bniWinga, 
famishing it with erery necessary from the £um,and gaie 
it ap as a winter dwelling for the two stnmgera; bat his 
wife neter set foot inside its door, nor went near iL The 
man and boy took np their abode there, joining the &nner*B 
£unily every evening in the fiunily zoom, as was the 
custom, bat always sitting apart m a dark comer, and 
never speaking onless the fiumer first addressed them. 
Olof always seemed as if she did not see them, never even 
once looking at or speaking to them. Thas the winter 
passed away and spring came. 

Now it happened one Sonday, that the &rmer and his 
vrife were going to chorch in order to take the Hofy Oom- 
monion, having bidden fioewell to all their hoasehold. 
When they were a little way from home^ the tumfg aaked 
Olof: 

<" Have yoa bidden fiureweU to all at home ? ** 

Shesaid,«<ToalL'' 
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TheQ he asked again, ^Hare yon Uddea fiutewell to the 
sbrngenalao?" 

''No^" ahe aaid, *I hare not^ nor need I, fiur the whde 
winter through I ha^e neither spoken to nor k)oked at 
them. How then can I hare trespassed against them?" 

But the fiurmer was not well-pleased at this, and urged 
her to xetom and hid the strangers fiutewelly and the more 
she refused, the more he waxed wroth, till at length ahe 
seeing that he would he obeyed, said : 

** Wdl! I win return, as you have bidden, but for what 
conies of it, blame yourself not me." 

She went^ and the fiurmer waited for her, but she stayed 
80 long away that he turned back after her, to see what 
had dekyed her. When he came to the outhouse in 
idiidi the two strangers liyed,he found the door unlatched, 
and stopping by it to listen if his wife were there, he heard 
f^^ her say these words: 

^ "This is the sweetest draught that oyer passed my lips 
from thine." 

He waited yet a while to hear if more would be said, 
hot no other sound came from the house. So he went in, 
and there on the couch lay his wife and the stranger dead 
(for their hearts had broken from k)Te and sorrow) ; and 
of«r them the young boy stood weeping. When he asked 
the lad what this meant, and how death had be&Uen them, 
he obHj said, ^These are my parents." 

Bat his neither toU him Oldf 's story, for she held 
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heraelf fiift bom her promiBe now tbat Qlof ims dead. 
And the fimner, full of grief, bade the hd weloome to stay 
with him, and as he had been (HoTa child, so to be hia. 
Bat firom the moment when (Nof and her elfin lowr mn 
hidden by the earth, the boj waa no moie 1 



Tn ILuf-Wsiu. 

In ancient timee^ in the aoath part of the coontrj, it 
was the custom to go in a boat^ at a oertun seeson of the 
jear, firom the mainland to the diffii^ Geizfnj^aaker, to 
procuie sea-lnids and the ^ggs which thej were in the 
habit of kying there. The passage to these lodos was 
always looked upon aa an unsafe one^ as they stood some 
way out at sea, and a constant and heaTy surf beat upon 
them. 

It happened once that some men went thither in a boat 
at the proper season for the purpose, as the weather seemed 
to promise a long calm. When they arriTed at the rocks, 
some of them landed, the rest being left to take care of 
the boai Suddenly a heayy wind came on, and the latter 
were forced to hare the island in haste, as the sea became 
dangerous and the surf beat furiously upon the cli£b. AU 
those who had landed were enaUed to reach the boat in time^ 
at the signal fiom their companioiMS except one^a young 
and active man, who^ baring gone in his seal higher and 
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further ibin ibe othen^ ma longer in getting dbwn to the 
leadi agun. By the time he did get down, the wayee 
wen 80 high, that though those in the heat wrought their 
lest to saye him, thej could not get near enough to him, 
and 80 were compelled for their own Uyee' sake to row 
to shore. They determined, however, when the storm 
should abate its fury, to return to the rocks and rescue 
him, knowing that unless they did so and the wind were 
Boon spent, the youth could not but perish from cold and 
hunger. Often they tried to row to the Geirfuglasker, 
but^ the whole season through, they were unable to 
mppnmdk them, as the wind and surf always drore them 
badL At last^ deeming the young man dead, they gaye 
up the attempt and ceased to risk their liyes in seas so 
wiathfuL 

So time passed away, until the next season for seeking 
aea-biids came round, and the weather being now cahn, 
the peasants embarked in their boat for' the Geirfuglasker. 
\7hen they landed upon the cliffs, great was their astonish- 
ment at seeing come towards them a man, for they thought 
that no one could bye in so wild and waste a spot. When 
the man drew near them, and they recognized him as the 
jonth who had been left there the year before, and whom 
they had kmg ago giyen up as lost^ their wonder knew 
DO bounds^ and they guessed that he had the dyes to 
thank for his safety. They asked him all sorts of questions, 
he Eyed upon ? Where had he slept at ni^t ? 
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What had he done Jbr fire in tfaewmter? and aofixrtfa, 
bat he would gife them mnie but lague f^pUea^ which left 
them just as wise as thej were befirae. He aaid, howerer, 
he had nerer onoe left the chfl^ and tiiat he had been toj 
comfiirtaUe there^ wanting for nothing. They then xowed 
him to land, where all his frjenda and Idn leoeiTed him 
with nnbonnded amanment and joy, but, question him aa 
ihej would, oonld get but mig^tj little oat of him con- 
cerning his life on the diffii the whole year thioog^ With 
time, the stnmgeness of this erent and the wonder it had 
awakened passed away from men's mind% and it waa little 
if at all more spoken of 

One Sanday in the sommer, certain things that took 
place in the ohoreh at HTalsnes filled peofde with astonisb- 
meni There were large nombers there, and among them 
the yoang man who had passed a year on the diflb of the 
Oeirfoglasker. When the senrioe was oyer and the folk 
began to leaye the chorch, what shoold they find Btan<ling 
in the porch bat a beantifal cradle with a baby in it. 
The coyerlet was richly embroiderod, and wrooght of a 
staff that nobody had ever seen be&nre. Bat the strangest 
part of the basiness was, that thoagh everybody looked at 
the cradle and child, nobody claimed either one or the other, 
or seemed to know anything whatereraboat them. Lasted 
aU came the priest cat of chordi, wIks after he had admired 
and wondered at the cradle and child as moch as the others, 
asked whether there waa no one present to wlumi they 

b2 



<I8 unrnm of ioelaitd. 

lieloDged. No one answered. Then he aeked whether 
Ihero was no one present who had enough interest in the 
diild to desire him to baptize ii No one either answered 
cr came finrward. 

At this moment the priest happened to cast his eyes on 
the yoong peasant, conceming whose sojoom on the 
Gebfii^^aslcer rocks he had always fielt particiilarly sns- 
piciou^ and calling him aside^ asked him whether he had 
anj idea who its £ither was^ and whether he wonld like 
the child baptised. Bat the yoath taming angrily from 
turn dedared that he knew nothing whaterer aboat the 
duld or its frther. 

'''What care V he said, ^whether yoa baptize the child 
crno ? CSiristen it or drown it, jast which yoa think fit ; 
neither it^ nor its £ither, nor its mother, are aaght to me." 

As these words left his lips, there suddenly appeared 
in the pOTch a woman, handsomely apparelled, of great 
lieaoty and noble stature, whom no one had erer seen 
liefiore. She snatched the ooyerlet from the cradle, and 
flinging it in through the door of the church, said : 

•*Be witnesses all, that I wish not the church to lose its 
does for this child's baptism." 

Then taming to the young peasant^ and stretching out 
ber hands towards him, she cried, ** But thou, Cuthless 
coward, disowner of thy child, shalt become a whale, the 
flwoest and most dreaded in the whole wide sea I " 

With these woida^ she seised the cradle and disappeared. 
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The priest^ howerer, took the ooveriet which ehe had 
flimg into .the churchy and made of it an aItar<doth, the 
handsomest that had erer been seen. As finr the young 
peasant, he irent mad on the spot; and, rushing down to 
the Hohnnr (Mb, which rise sheer from the deep.wvter, 
made as if he wonld throw himself from theuL Bat while 
he hesitated for a moment on the brink, k>! a fearfal 
change came orer him, and he b^gan to sweD to a rut 
sise, till, at last^ he became so large^ that the rock conid no 
longer bear him, bat cromUing beneath him horied him 
intothesea. Therehe was changed into a great whale^ iand 
the red cap which he had been wearing, became a red head. 

After this, his mother oanfessed that her son had spent 
the year with the ehres npon the Geirfoglasher. On his 
bemg left on tho rocks by his companions (so he had 
declared^ to her), he had at first wandered aboat in des- 
pair, filled only with the thooght of throwing himself into 
the WBTcs to die a speedy death rather than saffer all the 
pangs of hanger and cold; bat a loTely girl had come to 
him, and telling him she was an el^ had asked him to 
spend the winter with her. She had borne him a child 
before the end of the year, and only allowed him to go 
to shore when his companions came again to the eliffl^ 
on condition that he woald hare this child baptiied when 
he shoald find it in the charch-pordh, threatening him, if 
he&iledin thefiilfilment of this, with the serenstponish- 
ment and most hapless hie. 
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Ifow BadlMid^tlie whale, took 19 Us abode in the 
DnaQBid, and mcoag^ BuaoliiBr there without cod, 
boats Jimnnwahlfl^ and drewaiiig aU. their 
, 10 thrt al hat it boeame imaaii to oroaB any part of 
ttabigr,and aoduBg eooli cMmt piemtfais xvfageaor 
inmhmmmj. After natten had gone on like this ibr 
WM tlBM^ ths whab b^gan to haunt a narrow golf 
Mpena AkianM and ]EQailarnfl% iriuflh i^ 
Isn^ HfslQicdBr* 

At Ihrt tisM there fired at Saarboer, in HfalQardar^ 
ntrind^aa 1^ ptiea^ who^ thoo^ hale andhearfy, was 
VmL Ha had two sons and a dang^iter, who were aU in 
As lower of their yonih, and who were their h&a^B hope 
andstej^and^as itwen^the reiyappkofhis eye. His 
flons won in the habit ol fldnng in Hml^Brdnr, and one 
dey wkm thej won out thej enooontered the whale^ 
Bedheadj who orerthrow their boat and drowned them 
both. When their ftther heard of their death, and how it 
had been brought about, he was filled with grie( bat 
uttered not a word at the time. 

Now it must bo known tiiat this old priest was weQ 
flUhd in all magical arts. 

Not kmg after this, one fine morning in the sommer, he 
hade his dsng^ter take his hand and guide him down to 
Iha seashore. When he aniTed there, he planted the end 
tfftheataffwhiehhe had brought with him, in the warea^ 
; on the handle fell into deep thought 
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After a few minateB he aaked his dmfjbt&t^ *Hbw looks 
thesea?" 

She anewQKed, * My fether, it is m hnfjbi and ■nooUi as 
a mirror. 

Again, a few miniitei^ and he repeated, ^ How looks the 
sea?" 

She replied, *I see on the horiaon a blsck Sne^ which 
draws nearer and nearer, as it were a shoal of whales^ 
swimming quickly into the hay.** 

When the old man hesrd that the bbek line wm ap- 
proaching them, he bade the giri lead him along the shoro 
towards the inland end of tho bay. She did so^ snd the 
Uack sorgmg sea Mowed them constantly. Bat as the 
water became shallower, the girl saw that the feam Bxoae, 
not fiom a shoal of whales^ as she had thought at firsts hat 
firom the swimming of a single linge whale with a red 
head, who came rapidly towards them akmg the middle q£ 
the bay, as if drawn to them by some miseen power. A 
river ran into the extreme end of the gnl^ and the old 
priest begged his danghter to lead him still on akmg its 
banks. As they went slowly up the stream, the old man 
feeling every footstep before him, the whale followed theniy 
though with a heavy struggle^ as the river contained but 
little water for so vast a monster to swim in. Tet forward 
they went^ and the whale still after them, till the rivar 
became so narrow between its high walls of rock, tiist the 
ground beneath their foot quaked as the whale foDoired 
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them. After a while thej cune to a water&ll, ap which 
the monster leaped with a spring tiist made the land 
tnmhle Su and wide, and the very loeks totter. But they 
came at last to a lake^ from which. the rirer rose, whoee 
eooise thej had fidlowed from the sea; the lake HTalTafaiL 
Hero the heart of the monster faroke from very toil and 
angmahy and he disappeared from their eyes. 

liVhen the dd priest returned home^ after haiing charmed 
the whale thus to his death, all the people from Su and 
near thanked him £ar haiing rid their coasts of so dread a 

And in case anybody should doabt the tmth of this 
■toty of Bedhead, the man-whak, we may as well say that 
en the shores of the hke HTalvatn, mighty whale-bones 
t faond lying long after the date of this tale. 



Yalbjobo the Unelfed. 

In the east conntry, not &r from the Lakes of Wool, 
as they are called, Uyed a certain fiArmer, who had a son 
named Sigordar. 

It happened one year, that this peasant had lost all his 
sheep upcm the monntains, and, as his flocks were nearly 
all that he had to depend upon for his liydihood, had taken 
the loss Tery.mnch to heart, and sent four or fiye men in 
. to search frr and near, through hill and Talleyy 
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for the miflBmg aheep^ whidi oodd not^in the ■hort imie 
that had paaaed nnoe thej ware ket a^^ o^ ha^e stimyed 
Tery&r. 

But to the fiffmer'a great diatvoM neithor aheep nor 
shepheids erer came to li^^ agun. 

One fine day Sigudnr, who waa a tModj UOkm and 
farave to boot^ aaid to hia fttlier, ^My ftther, I will go and 
try my lock in searching for your lost aerfanta and iloda; 
giye me Qod speed." 

His parents were mig^tfly against thi% ^for,** aaid they* 
** we would rather lose a thonaand senranta and a thousand 
flocks than onr son." 

But Signrdnr knghed at their feara^ and said ** go he 
would, and go he mnsi" Acoordinj^, go he did, having 
asked the Uessing of his parents. Over hiU and throng^ 
Tolley he went, just as he had heard his frther bid ihe 
shepherds go; bat though he looked for and near, and 
though he toiled himself weQ weary, nothing did he see of 
Jier men or sheep. At kst he came to some large lakea^ 
round the shores of which lay yast masses of wool spread 
out for drying. On the other side of these^ ky some 
pasture knds of the richest grass, upm which he aaw 
flocks grazing and shepherds watching theoL Thinking; 
at once^ that they must be the sheep that had been lost 
and of which he was in search, he made his way, witii all 
speed, towards them. But he had scarcely gone near 
enough to count them, when a woman of handsome 
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pivsenoeindkediiptohimaiidBaliitedhimkiii^ When 
he had xetorned her greeting, he asked her what ahe was 
caDed. 

''I am GaOed,'* she aaid, ''Vandiad or Valbjorg, which 
yon pkaae^ and am fjM, to see yon heie and welcome you, 
friend Sigordnr.'' 

^Siudj I haye never seen yoa before,'' replied he; 
''how then do yon know my name?" 

The woman answered, ** I know weD both yoa and yonr 
fiitfaer Andres, and what is more, I know that yon are now 
in search of his missing flocks and herdsmen. To tell you 
the tmth, it was I that both lost your £ither his sheep and 
IdDed his shepherds. And yon, since yoa haye been fool- 
hardy enough to wander aboat on the same errand, shall 
lose yoar life in the same way as the others hare done, 
if yoa wiU not agree, better than they, to what I ask you." 

""What is yoor wilir said Sigordor. ''Tell me what 
yoa wish me to do." 

Then she said, ** My will is that yoa stay here and lire 
with me and nerer try to escape." 

''Bat^" replied Sigoidor again, "I must know first to 
what manner of woman I pledge myself; and if yoa refose 
to teQ me I will rather die, for I know not fear, than say 
yoayea*" 

Upon this she answered, ** I am one of the race of elres, 
•ad I dweD in yonder hillocL" 

Then Sigordar consented to liye with her, on condition 
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that she woaU, firstly, let him build a houie far liiniadf 
after his own manner ; aeoondly, that she would lei his 
fsither know that he still Uted and did weD; and katly, 
that she would restore safe and sound his fether^s flocks. 
All these things she promised to do^ and bade Sigiudur 
foQow her. Pretty weD eontent with the bargain he had 
made, and not altogether cdU to VangSrg's diaims^ he 
foQowed her tiU they came to the hiUook, into wUch they 
entered through a door of canred wood. As Sigurdnr was 
looking round him and admiring the beauty of the xooms 
and the traces of wealth which they contained, Yallgorg 
said to him : 

** Two years haye I Uted here quite alone^ since I lost 
my parents, and weary and lone^ haye I been. And I 
hare been unwilling to dwdl with one of my own mce^ as 
my &ther prophesied that I should haye ehildrai bj a 
human being. Therefore, when the herdsmen came here 
to look after the hei flocks, I asked them to stay with me 
and comfort me, and when each revised, I slew him by 
magic ark But I am well pleased, Sigurdur, that your 
heart has inclined towards me, as now my fether^s woids 
will be accomplished." 

So Sigurdur built himself a hut ckwe to the hiDoek, and 
liyed with Yalbjorg ; and though, at first, he faund Us 
new life irksome to him, and his soul yearned fer home, 
yet after a short time he became accustomed to ererything 
about him, and his loTe for Yallgorg increased. 
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Que moniiiig; when Andres, Signidiir 'a frther, rose from 
aleqi and lodrod forth from the frnn, he saw the flock of 
sheep which he had lost grazing in the home-field, and 
<n going to connt them, he foond (hat not one was missing. 
Uiidi rgoioed at this^ he thought that Sigurdiir, mid 
perhaps the missbg shepherds, had come back during iko 
nighty and were now in the fiunily room, Bnt no I nothing 
had either been seen or heard of them, and Andres was 
constrained to send oat twentj of his neighboors to search 
fartfaem. All in Tain, however; for search as thej would, 
hi and near, high and low, over hill and throagh Tslley, 
not a tnwe was to be feond of the lost men. Whenthej 
an oame back to the &rm with this bad news^ the fiamer 
took it so nraeh to hearty that he fell ill and kept to his 
bed. 

It happened one nighty some little time after this, that 
Andres had a dream, in which he saw a woman of hand- 
some presence come to him, who said — 

*" Fear not^ my friend, for your son's life. He is well, 
and fifes hi^ily with me, who am an elfwoman. It was 
I who stole your sheep, bat yoor son made me restore 



Upon this she left him, and he woke, full of joy that 
Us son was still aUye ; and in the morning he rose again, 
restored to health by these happy tidings, and went about 
aauog his senrante^ attending to the management of the 
batL as he had done before the iUness smote him. 
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Three yean went hj^ and still noiUiig wm haud of 
Signidnr. In the animiin of the fluid jmit, howerar, the 
tumest Andres bsd a dream, in which Us son came to him, 
and after he had sidnted him, said : 

^ Gome, my £iiher, I entreat yon, on GhristnuuMifie^ to 
the Lakes of Wool, snd bring with yon the priest Eirfkor. 
By the shores of the hkes yon will see my house tftawKng^ 
and will find the door thrown open. Gome into the house 
yonrseli^ hut bid Eirikur stand in the entranos and graqp 
tightly the woman who shall run out from the fiunily-ioom 
as if to lesTo the house. On no account must he let her 
go, do or say what she will, as on his holding her &st 
depend my safsty and happiness. If she escape him that 
Ghristmas-ere, you will nerer see me mora." 

With these words he yanished, and Andres woka. After 
pondering a while over this dream, which he ftlt to be no idle 
fimcy, but well fraught with meanings he detenuined to do 
as Signrdur had bidden him, and rising went fivthwith to 
Eirikur's house to take counsel with him thereupon. When 
the priest had heard the dream, he said to the fiomer : 

** My friend, this but confirms what I hsTS always 
thought^ namely, that the elTes withhold your son ttom 
you, and right willingly will I aid you in this matter, 
whaterer turn it may take." 

Accordingly in due time Andres snd Eirfkur addressed 
themselTes to their journey, and on Qiristmas-ere anired 
at the shores of the Lakes of Wo(d. They at onoe saw 
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SigQidiir*8 hoiiBe^ and going ^p to it foimd the door thrown 
open. Then Andres went in, leaying the priest in the door- 
way, as Us son had told him in the dream to do. Whenhe 
entend the fiunily-room he saw, by the light of a candle 
that was burning therSi his son Kgnrdnr carding wool 
upon a wooden chesL Near him was a bed, on which sat 
a woman with a child in her arms^ and another child lying 
in a CHMUe before her feet 

So the feimer sainted them, saying, ''God be here.** 
No sooner were the words oat of his month than the 
woman, flinging down the child she held in her arms, and 
leaping over the cradle which ky at her feet^ ran hastily 
from the iamily-iocmi, and made as if she wonld leave the 
hoose. Bnt Eirilror, the priest, who stood in the doorway, 
was too qnick for her, and seizing her in his arms^ held her 
tuL And that was no easy matter, for she straggled so 
that the priest, who had the strength of two men, and who 
was moreorer ddUed in wrestling and manly arts, had 
mnch ado to resist her. When they heard the noise, Sig- 
urdar and his &ther went oat from the family-room, 
taking the light with them, and helped the priest to bring 
her back into the hoose and lay her down on the bed. 
After Eirfkar had laid his hand^ntly npon her she became 
quieter, and he watched orer her all that night From 
time to time she fainted, and when she came again to 
her senses^ wept till it made the blood of all who heard her 
m eoUL And she entreated the priest to «let her go. 



firee^by aU he knred belt; baft he ms no! to be mofed 
from his firm though gentle watch and wanL At last^ 
after day had bfokaif Signidiir and his fiither collected all 
the house-wealth together, packed it on horses^ and set 
forth, taking the priest and Yalbjorg and the diildren with 
them, and driTing the flodoi before tUm. When they 
had left the hut and the moond a little way behind them, 
Signrdnr tamed roand and cast a speU over the pbce^ 
which is the reason why nobody can find it 

Now the weather being fine and the nights brig^ and 
cahn, the whole company traTeOed withoat vesting till they 
came to Andres' fiurm, where the priest Eirflnir dwelt with 
them a week, trying, throa^^ moch watching and pnjer, 
to tame the saTage temper of Valigorg. 

Bat at the end of that time Sigardar and his fiither 
thought best that he shoald take the woman to his own 
house for the remainder of the winter, which he did; and 
before the spring time, he had quite subdued her dfin 
nature. 

In the meantime Sigurdur took care of his two children 
at the fiurm, and his flocks wandered about the hills, taddng 
care of themselTes and trusting to kind neighbours.* 

In the spring Eirikur joined Bigurdur and Valbjfirg in 
marriage^ and a Tery loring and happy couple they were^ 
now that all Vallgdrg's elfin nature had left her. So thej 
dwelt to a good age in the parish of which the wotttiy 
Eirikur was priest^ and Yalbjorg was much knred and 
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lodrod op to^ t8 a Qiristian woman and a good housewife. 
Foot duldnn they had, whose deeoendanta may no donbt 
be feond in the East of Iceland, by anybody who cazes to 
look fer them. 

XTvA IHB Elfwoican. 

A oertun man named Oeir lited at a fenn called Banda- 
teSif and was rich, yonng, and actire, and a widower at 
the time to which this story refers. Ooice, in the hay- 
making season, a large quantity of hay being left for the 
women to rake up— almost more than they could do, for 
he kept bat few maid-seryants — 6eir saw a yoong and 
&ir wooian enter the field, and begm raking np the hay 
with the others. She uttered not a word to anybody, but 
worked qnietly, and so quickly, that^ rery soon after she 
arriTed, the hay was all got in, till the £EUiner fancied there 
must be some magic power in the rake she used. Every 
erening, when the work was oyer, she went away, bnt 
came on the morrow, and every day through the season, 
always doing more work than all the rest, and always 
departing at nightfall without exchanging a syllable with 
anybody. On the last night of the hay-<nitting, however, 
the ikrmer went up to her, and thanked her for having 
worked so diligently all the summer. She received his 
thapka kindly, and they talked a long time together, the 
' ffm f|l^^l«g by a^^king her to come to his house and ' 
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act tbenoefiorth m his houaekeeper. She consented, and 
went away. 

Next moming she came to Handafrfli bringing with her 
a large chest, and at once entered upon her duties in the 
house. The chest was put into one of the outhouses^ as 
she was unwilling; for some reasons of her own, to keep it 
in the farm itsel£ She stayed there throoj^ the winter, 
and Oeir had every canse to be pleased with her manage- 
ment of the honse^ for she was dean and thriffy, and an 
active manager. She nerer would teQ the former whence 
she came, bat went so for as to allow that her name was 
Una: mxc would she ever enter the chiurch, thoo^ uged 
to do so oyer and orer again by tbe former; and this was 
the only cause of offence which he Could find in her. 

It was the custom on Ghristmas-eye for erery inmate of 
the form to go to church except one, who was left behind 
to take care of the house. On this occasion Una always 
refosed to go with the rest, which much displeased the 
former ; she remained at home, and when the fomily 
returned firom church, had finished aU the household work. 

Three years passed, during which time Una remained 
with the former, who became so fond of her, that were it 
not for her one foult— her dislike of going to church— he 
would have married her. 

On GhristnuuMTe in the third winter Una was, as 
usual, while the others went to service^ left alone in the 
house. When the fomily had gone some little distance 

w 
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from lioiiie on their way tochiixch,oii6 of themenHBerrants 
dechrad himself nnweD, and, ntting on a stone, said that 
he would lemain there till the illness passed orer, and that 
he did not wish anyone to remain behind with him. The 
furmer, therefoie^ and the rest of the fiunily left him there, 
and went on to the ehurch. 

When they were out of eighty the man got np and 
went book to the farm— for his illness was only feigned in 
ofdertoenaUehimtophiythespynponnna. QnarriTing 
thero he saw that Una was sweeping and washing the 
whole hoQse^ and seemed in great haste to finish her work. 
He hid himself so that Una should not know ci his return, 
and, when she had finished her work, saw her leave the 
Ixrase. He foDowed her, andsaw her go to the oathouse 
and nnlock her chesty from which she took oat handsome 
and conningly-embroidered cbthes, and, having dressed 
herself in them, she looked so lovely, that the man-servant 
thought he had never seen anybody so beautifiil before. 
Then she took out of the chest a red doth, which she put 
under her arm, and, locking the box, left the onthonse, 
and ck)eed the door behind her. She ran across the mea- 
dow near the £EUin till she came to a soft slough, upon the 
soriSM» of which she spread the scarlet doth, and stepped 
into the centre of it, just leaving room by chance at 
ooe of the corners for the man-servant, who (having by 
nagieal arts, in which he was well skilled, made himself 
qwits invisible) stepped on to the doth after her. 
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No socmer was he thero ibtsa the oloth nnk with them 
through the earth, which seemed like amoha loond them, 
until thej came to some wide and bk green fieUa^ where 
XTmt stepped off the doth and pot it again trnder her arm. 
Some little way off stood a tast and statefy paktte^ into 
which Una went^ and the man after her. Hen he fimnd 
a great number of people assembled, who rose at her 
entrance, and reoeiTed her with erery show of lore and 
respect The whole hall in which they sBttd was adorned 
as if for a feast When they had greeted Una they all mt 
down again, Una amongst them, and the most costly dainties^ 
and rarest wines in gold and silTer tessels^ were set befine 
them. 

But as for our inrisible friend, the man-semmt^ all ha 
could get hold (tf was a rib-bone of smoked mutton, wonder- 
fully fat and good, which he, without tasting; thrust into 
his pocket 

When the supper was orer, the guests amused them- 
selyes with drinking and Tarious games, and kept up the 
rerel aU night with a great show of joy. About day- 
break Una rose and declared that she must now depart, 
as the former, her master, and his fomily would by this 
time be learing churcL Then bidding a courteous foie- 
weQ to all, she went out again into the foir green fields, 
where she spread the ck)th out once moie^ and stepped 
wpm it^ and the man-senrant on to the comer, as before. 
The doth rose with them through the earth, till they 

w 2 
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airifed at the akmg^ whence they had started. And now, 
gathering up the doth under her arm, Una ran into the 
oathouae, wheie ahe locked it^ together with her handsome 
dothea in the cheats and again donning her erery-day 
mppaid, went hack to the fiyrmer'a hooae. Pretty well 
content with hating seen aU thia, the man-eenrant took hia 
Tttble finrn, and hastened hack to the stone, where he had 
feigned iUness the evening before. On their way home- 
waida from chmrch, the fiyrmer and hia fimiily found him; 
and inquiring how he was, reoeiTed for answer that he had 
paawd a wretched nighty bat waa mnch better, and waa 
now aUe to letom home with them, which he did. 

"Whoi they were aU assembled at breakfast^ and were 
eating, the furmer (sospecting nothing) took np a rib-bone 
dT mutton from hia plate, and holding it up, said : 

*< Did any of you ever see so fat a rib-bone as this?" 

*" Possibly, my master," replied the manHBervant; and 
taking from his pocket the rib-bone of mntton he had 
stolen from the elfin-feast, held it np. 

Directly she saw it^ Una changed colour, and without 
a woid Taniahed from their sight : nor was she erer seen 
afterwaida. So the man told the fiirmer all that he had 
seen in the night, and Geir no longer wondered why Una 
ahodd aToid going to church. 
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Onoe, in a mountiiiiaiis distriet^ there Ihred a eertem 
turner f whose name and that of his turn hare not beon 
handed down to na; so we oumoi tell them. He was 
munarriedy and had a housekeeper named ffildnr, conoeni- 
ing whose fiunily and descent he knew nothing wfaaterer. 
She had aU the indocnr affiun of the fium nnder her charge^ 
and managed them wondrous well All the inmates df 
the hoose, the fiurmer himself to boot^ were tooA of her, as 
she was dean and thrifty in her hahite^ and kind and 
gentle in speecL 

Everything abont the plaoe flourished exceeding, but 
the fiurmer always found the greatest difficolty in hiring a 
herdsman ; a very important matter, as the weQ-being of 
the £urm depended not a HtUe on the care taken of the 
sheep. This difficulty did not arise from any fiuili of the 
fiumer's own, or from neglect on the part of the hoose* 
keeper to the comforts of the serrants^ bat from the fact^ 
that no herdsman who entered his senrice Uted more than 
a year, each one being without fril firand dead in his bed, 
on the morning of Qiristmas-day. Nowonder, therafioie^ 
the &rmer fimnd herdsmen scarce. 

In those times it was the custom of the eountry to 
spend the night of Ghristmas-ere at church, and this oooa> 
sion for senrice was looked upon as a very solemn ooa 
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Bot 10 &r was this fiurm from the chudi, thai the herdb- 
moi, who did not letom frtan their flodoi till kte in the 
efe&inj^ neve imaUe to go to it oo that night until long 
after the naaal time ; and as fcr Hildnr, flhe alwaja remained 
Uund to take eaie of the hooae^ and always had ao mneh 
to do in the waj of cleaning the rooms and dealing out the 
rations tat the serrantSi that the family need to come 
liome from chnroh and gD to bed long befine she had 
finished her work, and was able to gD to bed hersell 

The more the reports of the death of hwdsman after 
lieidsmsn, on the night of Qunstmas-ere^ were spread 
•htoad, the greater became the diffienlty the iknner found 
in hiring one^ although it was nerer supposed for sn 
instant that ndenee was nsed towards the men, as no 
msik had ever been foond on their bodies; and as^ more- 
cfer, there was no one to suspect At length the former 
declared thst his conscience would no longer let him thus 
lure men only in order that they might die, so he deter- 
mined in future to let luck take care of his sheep, or the 
sheep take care of themselTes. 

Not long sfter he had made this determination, a bold 
end hsrdy-looking man came to him and v^^ him i^ 
proffer of his senrices. The former said : 

^ My good friend, I am not in so great need of your 
serrioes as to hire you."* 

Then the msn ssked him,'' Hare you, then, tsken a 
iforthiswinterr 
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The fiurmer aud, ''No; fcr I loppoie 70a know wbit a 
ierriUe fiite has hitherto befidkn every one I haTB hind." 

"^ I haye heard of it," said the other, '"but the ftar cfit 
shall neither tremble' me nor pforenk my keeping jow 
sheep this winter fcr yon, if yon will kik make iq^ your 
mind to take me." 

Bnt the ftrmer would not hear of it at ifant; ''For," 
said he, '^ it is a pity, indeed, thai so fine a ftUow as yon 
should lose your chanoe of Bfe. B^gons^ if yon aio wiasi 
and got work elsewhere." 

Yet still the man dedaied, again and agun, that he 
cared not a whit for the terrors of Ghxisfanas^efe^ and still 
urged the former to hire him. 

At length the former oonsented, in answer to the nian% 
urgent prayer, to take him as herdsman ; and Tory well 
they agreed together. For every o ne, both U^ and low, 
liked the man, as he was honest and open, aealoos in evetj- 
thing he laid his hands to^ and willing to do anyone a 
good torn, if need were. 

On Ghiistmas-ere^ towards nightfoll, the former and all 
his fomily went (as has been before deolared to be the 
custom) to church, except ffildur, who lemsined behind to 
look after household mattefS^ and the herdsman, who 
could not lesTe his sheep in time. Late in the efening; 
the ktter as nsaal returned home^ and after haring eaten 
his supper, went to bed. As soon as he was well between 
the sheets, the remembtanee struck him of what had bo- 
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Ukok an the former hflrdmnan in his poation on the same 
efoiing, and he thought it would be the best plan for him 
to he aivake and thus to be ready for any accident^ though 
he nas mighty little troubled with* foar. Quite kie at 
ni^t^ he heard the former and his fomily return frooL 
ehuxch, enter the house, and haying taken supper, go to 
bed. StQl, nothing happened, except that whenever he 
dosed his eyes for a moment^ a strange and deadly foint- 
nesB stole orer him, which only acted as one reason the 
more for his doing his best to keep awake. 

Shortly after he had become aware' of these feelings, he 
heard some one creep stealthfly up to the side of his bed, 
and. kicking through the gkxmi at the figure, foncied he 
rflcogniiBeil Hildur the housekeeper. So he feigned to be 
fost asleep^ and felt her place sdmething in his mouth, 
which he knew instantly to be the fait of a magic bridle, 
•but yet allowed her to fix it on him, without moving. 
When she had festened the bridle, she dragged him from 
his bed with it, and out of the fiEumhouse, without his 
being either aUe or willing to make the least resistance. 
Then mounting on his back, she made him rise from the 
ground as if on wings, and rode him through the air, till 
they arrived at a huge and awfrd precipice, which yawned, 
like a great well, down into the earth. 

She dismounted at a large stone, and festening the reins 
to it^ leaped into the precipice. But the herdsman, object* 
ing' strone^ to bsKog tied to this stone all nighty and 




r itfi< M« M* i/iUt iU< Mtf 






thinking to himadf that it imili 1» no bad tfaing to know 
what became of the woman, tried to 9KKp^ hridk and all, 
from the stone. This he finmd, howerar, to be impoaaibk^ 
for as bng as the bit was in his month, he was qnito 
powerless to get away. So he managed, after a abort 
straggle, to get the bridle off his head, and baring so doiie^ 
leapt into the predpioe^ down which he had seen Hildnr 
disappear. After sinking for a kmg, kmg time^ he cao^ 
a glimpse of Hildnr beneath him, and at last thej came 
to some beautifal green meadows. 

From all this, the man goessed that Hildnr was bj no 
means a common mortal, as she had before madebdiere 
to be^ and feared if he were to foUow her along these green 
fields^ and she tarn roand and catch si^ of him, he 
might, not anlikely, pay for his cariosity with his Hfe. So 
he ipok a magic stone which he always carried about him, 
the natare of which wuo to make him inyisihle when he 
held it in his palm, and placing it in the hollow of his 
hand, ran after her with all his strength.* 

When they had gone some way along the ineadowfl^ a 
splendid palace rose before them, with the way to whidi 
Hildur seemed perfectly well acqoainted. At her approach 
a great crowd of people came forth from the doora^ and 
sainted Hildnr with respect and joy. Foremost of these 
walked a man of kingly and noble aspect^ whose salatatkm 
seemed to be that of a k>T0r or a hosband: all the rest 
bowed to her aa if she were their qneen. This man 
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•mnmpaniwl hj two ehikben, who nn ap to Hildur, 
ctlling ber mother, and emfaraoed her. After the people 
faftd udoomed their queen, they all letomed to the pakoe, 
irhere they dreesed her in royal robes, and loaded her 
hands irith eostly rings and bracelets. 

The hmfaman followed the crowd, and posted himself 
where he would be least in the way of the company, but 
where he could catch sight easily of all that passed, and 
loaenothing. 80 gorgeous and dazzling wiare the hangings 
of the hall, and the sUfer and gulden Teasels on the taUe^ 
that he thought he had never, in all his life before, seen 
the like ; not to mention the wonderful dishes and wines 
whUi seemed plentiful there, and which, only by the 
lode of them, filled his month with water, while he 
wodd nmch rather haye filled it with something else. 

After he had waited a litUe time, Hildnr appeared in 
the haQ, and all the assemUed guests were begged to take 
their seats^ while Hildur sat on her throne beside the 
king; after which all the people of the court ranged 
themsdTes on each side of the royal couple, and the feast 
commenced. 

"When it was concluded, the rarious guests amused 
themsdTes, some by dancing, some by singing, others by 
drinking and rerel'; but the king and queen talked to- 
gether, and seemed to the herdsman to be yery sad. 

*Whik they were thus conyersing, three children, 
than these the man had seen before^ ran in, and 
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dung round the iietk of their mother. HOdiir raeeived 
them with all a mother's lore^ and, aa the jrangeak mm 
restless^ pat it on the gnmnd and ga^e it one of hor xingi 
to play with. 

After the little one had played a while with the ring he 
lost it, and it rolled along the floor towards the hofdmaa, 
who, being inrisiUe^ picked it np without bemg p erce i fedy 
and put it careftiUy into hiso poket Of couse all seareh 
for it by the guests was in Tain. 

When the night was £yr adnDced, Hildur made pre- 
parations for departure, at which all the people assembled 
showed great sorrow, and begged her to remain longer. 

The herdsman had obsenred, that in one oonier of flie 
hall sat an old and u{^y woman, who had neither reoeifed 
the queen with joy nor pressed her to stay longer. 

As soon as the long. peroeiTed that Hildur addressed 
herself to her joumeyt snd that neither his entreataes aor 
those of the assembly could induce her to stay, he went 
up to the old woman, and said to her : 

^ Mother, rid us now of thy curse ; cause no longer my 
queen to Uto apart and afiur from me. Surely her short 
and rare visits are more pain to me than joy." 

The old woman answered him with a wrathful fina. 

^Nerer will I depart firam what I haye said. Mywords 
shall hold true in all their fivoe^ and on no conditkm wiU 
I abolish my curse.** 

On this the king turned firam her, and going up to his 
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wA, ntraited ber in tbe fimdert and moit loTing tenns 
not to depart from him. 

Hie qneen answered, ''Hie infernal power of thy 
mother's corse forces me to go, and percbance this may be 
the last time that I shall see thee. For lying, as I do, 
nnder this horrible ban, it is not possible that my con- 
stant mniders can remain mnch longer secret^ and then I 
mnst soffer tho full penalty of crimes which I hsTe com- 
mitted against my will" 

While she was thus speaking the herdsman sped from 
the palace and across the fields to the precipice^ np which 
he moonted as rapidly as he had come down, thanks to 
the magic stone. 

THien he arriTcd at the rock he put the stone into his 
pocket, and the bridle oTer his head again, and awaited the 
coming of the elf-qneen. He had not long to wait, for 
Tery soon afterwards Hildnr came np through the abyss, 
and mounted on his back, and off they flew again to the 
fiurmhoQse, where Hildnr, taking the bridle from his 
head, placed him again in his bed, and retired to her 
own. The herdsman, who by this time was well tired 
oat, now considered it safe to go to sleep, which he did, so 
floondly as not to wake till qnite late on Ghristmas- 
moming. 

Eaify that same day the burner rose, agitated and filled 
with the fear that^ instead of passing Christmas in joy, he 
ihoiild assuredly, as he so often had before, find his herds- 
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and all the rart of the fimilj nent to the bedaidaof the 
hcT^JBmani 

When the fiurmer had looked at him and fixmd him 
breathing, he praised Qodakwd fa hiamewy in pgqw ^i^ 
the man fifom death. 

Not long afterwaida the man himself airoke and got up. 

Wondering at his stiange pto s oi r a tion the fiumer asked 
him how he had passed the ni^^t^ and whether he hed 
seen or heard anything. 

The man replied, ^ No; hot I haia had a ibtj eozions 
dream.** 

"* What was it?** asked the fiurmer. 

Upon which the man rdated ererything that had passed 
in the night, circomstanoe for cjrcnmstam^ and mati finr 
word, as well as he conld remember. When he had finished 
his story eyery one was silent for wonder, exoept Hildnr, 
who went np to him and said : 

** I declare yon to be a liar in all that yon ha^e said, 
unless yon can proTe it by sore evidence.** 

Not in the least abashed, the herdsman took firam his 
pocket the ring which he had picked np on the floor of the 
hall in Elf-land, and showing it to her said: 

^ Thoogh my dream needs no proo^ yet here is one 
yon will not donbtless deem other than a sore one; for is 
not this yoor gold ring. Queen Hildnr ? ** 

Hildnr answered, ''It is, no doubt, my ring. Hi^py 
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mial mftj ycm prosper in all yoa tindcaiake, for yoa hate 
ideised me bom tbe awfbl yoke which my moiher-in-kw 
hiif'm her wnth, npon me, and fifom the eoree of a yearly 
mnder." 

And then HiUnr told them the story of her life as 
SdOows:— 

" I was horn of an obscore fiimily among the elves. 
Oar long ftU in lore with me and married me, in spite of 
ihe strong disapproval of his mother. She swore eternal 
hatred to me in her anger against her son, and said to 
lum, 'Short shall be your joy with this fiiir wife of yours, 
for yoa shall see her bat once a year, and that only at the 
eifeom of a moider. This is my earse npon her, and it 
■hall be carried oat to the letter. She shall go and serve 
in the upper world, this qoeen, and every CJhristmas-eve 
■hall ride a man, one of her fellowHservants, with this 
magjo bridle, to the confines of Elf-land, where she shall 
pass a few hours with yon, and then ride him beck again 
tin his very heart breaks with toil, and his very life leaves 
him. Let her thus enjoy her qneenship.' 

"And this horrible fate was to cling to me until I should 
cither have these murders brought home to me, and be 
^^f^tnArnnnMJ to death, or should meet with a gallant man, 
Eke this herdsman, who should have nerve and courage to 
foDow me down into Elf-land, and be aUe to prove after- 
mods that he had been there with me, and seen the cus* 
fans of mj people. And now I must confess that all tho 
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Cmoflr hmfaman mere dam Ij me^ but do penalty ehaU 
touoh me 6a their murdera^ m I oommitted them agunst 
my will Aod aa Cor jou, oomageoaa man, who ha^e 
dared, the first of hmnan beingii to explore the realms of 
Elf-land, and haia freed me from the yoke of this awfbl 
onrse, I will rewud yon in times to oome^ but not now. 

''A deep longing Cormy homeandmy lored ones impds 
mehenoe. FarewdH" 

With these words HiUnr Tsnished from the si^^ of ttia 
astonished peojde, and was nerer seen agidn. 

But our friend the herdsman, leaying the senrioe of the 
fiurmer, built a fiurm Cor himself and pcoqwred, and became , 
one of the chief men in the coontry, and always asoibed, 
with gratefril thanks^ his prosperity to Hildiir, Queen of 
the Elves. 



The Man-sbbtaivt and thb WAXD-sLTn. 

In a large honse, where all the chief rooms were panelled, 
there lived, onoe npona time, afisurmer, whose ill £ite it was 
that every servant of his that was left alone to guard the honse 
on the night of Qiristmas^eve, while the rest of the fiunily 
went to chnrch, was firand dead when the fiunily returned 
home. As soon as the report of this was spread abroad, 
the fiurmer had the greatest difficulty in proonring servants 
who would consent to watch alone in the house on that 
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ni^^t; until at hat one day a man, a strong fellow, offered 
lum his semoes to mt np alone and goaid tbe house. The 
fiurmer told him what &te awaited him fiv his xashness^ 
bat the man despsed such a fear, and persisted in his 
detenninataon. 

On C9uristmas-eTe^ when the fenner and all his fiunily, 
except the new man-serrant^ were preparing for church, 
the fiurmer said to him : 

^ Come with us to church ; I cannot leaye yon here to 
die." 

But the other replied, ''I intend .to stay here^ for it 
. would be unwise in you to leaye your house unprotected ; 
and, besides^ the cattle and sheep must haTO their food at 
the proper time." 

''Nerer mind the beasts," answered the fermer. ''Do 
not be so rash as to remain in the house this night, for 
whenerer we haye returned from church on this night, we 
have always found every living thing in the house dead, 
with all its hemes broken." 

But the man was not to be persuaded, as he considered 
an these fears beneath his notice; so the fiumer and the 
rest of the servants went away and left him behind, alone 
inthehouse. 

As soon as he was by himself he began to consider how 
to guard against anything that might occur, for a dread 
had stolen over him, in spite of his courage, that something 
■tangs was about to take place. At last he thought that 
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tbe best thing to do iriSy fink of all to Ugfat op the fiunilj 
loom, and then to find some pitoa m idudi to hide hmifl^ 
Asaoon aahe had hg^iied all the oandleai he mored i^ 
jknka oat of the ivainaoot at the end of the room, and, 
oraeping into the apaoe between it and the ivaD, restored 
the pknka to their plaoea, ao that he oonld see plainly into 
the room, and yet aioid being himself d i seoyered. 

He had acaroely finished eonoeaUng himself when two 
fierce and stnmge-Iooking men entered the room and b^gan 
looking aboni 

One of them said, "I smell a hmnan being." 

"'No," replied the other, ^there is no hnman being 
here.- 

Then they iock a candle and oontinued their search, 
nntil they fomid the man's dog asleep under one of the 
beds. They took it up, and, haying dashed it on the 
gronnd till erery bone in its body was broken, hurled it 
firom them. When the man-serrant saw this, he congra- 
tulated himself on not haying fallen into their handa. 

Suddenly the room was filled yrith people, who were 
laden yrith tables and all kinds of taUe fumitore^ sQyar, 
doihs^ and all, which they epread out, and haying done so, 
sat down to a rich supper, which they had also brought 
with them. They feasted noisily, and spent the remainder 
of the night in drinking and dancmg. Two of them yrare 
appointed to keep guard, in order to giye the company 
due warning of the approach either of anybody, or of the 

o 
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daj. Three times thej went oai, ttmsjn ntiinuiig with 
the news that thej nw neither the approach of anj human 
bemg; nor yet the hreak of daj. 

But when the man-flenrant auqpeoted the ni^^ to lae 
prattj £yr apent^ he jomped from hia pboe of conoealmmt 
into the room, and daahing the two phnb together with 
m much noiae aa he could make, ahonted Hke a madman : 

-Thedajl thedayl thedayl** 

On these words the whole company roae Beared from 
their aeata^ and mahed headlong out, leating behind them 
not onty their taUea and all the aQTer diahes^ but even the 
Toy dothea they had taken off for ease in dancing. In 
the hnny of flie^t many were woonded and trodden nnder 
hd, while the reet ran into the daikneaa, the man-senrant 
after them, clapping the planks tc^gether, and ahriekingi 
"The dayl the dayl the dayl** nntil they came to a 
large lake, into which the whole party plunged headkmg 
and disappeared. 

From this, the man knew them to be watei^Tes. 

Then he returned home, gathered the corpses of the 
dtes who had been killed in the flight, killed the woonded 
oiiea, and -making a great heap of them all, burned them. 
^When he had finished this task, he cleaned np the house 
and took poasoaoion of all the treasures the dves had left 
Imliin^ them. 

On the frrmer^a retom, hia senrant told him all that had 
oeeured, and showed him the spoils. The frrmer praised 
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him §at » Imm SaDow, and wngiBtwhtod him on hsring 
emqped with hii fifa. The mm gave him hdf tiie trau 
•ares of the «h«i^ and erar aftermidB f wapewd ez- 
wwwingy. 
This ms the bat Tiiik the «atar«lTea ever pail to Ooi 

IIOII80. 



ThB GBOflBWAYS. 

It is sappoaed that taatmg tbe hilb then aro oertam 
eroaa-roada fifom the oentre of which yoa can aea fi>iir 
chnichea, one at the end of each road. 

If joa ait at the croaaiiig of theae roada, on OhriHtanaa- 
ere (or as others aay/ on New Year's-eye), elTea come 
from erery direction and duster round you, and aak yon, 
with all sorts of blandishments and &ir promises, to go 
with them; but you must continue silent Then they 
bring to you rarities and delicacies of erery description, 
gold, silyer, and precious stones, meats and wines, of which 
they beg you to accept; but you must neither moTe a 
limb nor accept a single thing they offer you. If you get 
so fiur as this without speaking, elfwomen come to you 
in the likeness of your mother, your sister, or any other 
relation, and heg you to come with them, usmg erery art 
and entreaty ; but beware you neither move nor speak. 
And if you can continue to keep silent and motaonleaa 
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all tbe nighty until yoa see the fint streak of dawn, then 
slui np, and ay akrad : 

""PhdaebetoGodl His daylight fiUeth the beayens r 

As soon as yon have said this, the dves will leave jon, 
and with jon, all the wealth they have used to entice yoo, 
whidi will now be yonn. 

But should yon either answer, or accept of their offers^ 
yon will from that moment become mad. 

On tbe nij^t of one CSiristmas^eve^ a man named Fust 
was oat on the cross-roads, and managed to resist all the 
entreaties and proffers of tbe elves, nntil one of them 
offered him a hurge lump of matton-snet^ and begged him 
to take a bite of it Fnsi, who bad np to this time 
gJhntty resisted all such offers as gold and silver and 
diamonds, and such filthy lucre, could bold out no kmger, 
and crying^ "* Seldom have I refused a bite of mutton- 
soet^** he went mad. 
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Thb Meriiah. 



Long ago a fiurmer liyed at Yogar, who was a mighty 
fisherman, and, of all the &rms lomid about, not one was 
80 weQ situated with regard to the fisheries as his. 

One day, according to custom, he had gone out fishing, 
and haying cast down his line from the boat, and waited 
awhile, found it yeryhard to pull up again, as if there were 
something yery heaVy at the end of ii Imagine his as- 
tonishment when he found that what he had caught was a 
great fish, with a man's head and body I When he saw 
that this creature was aliye, he addressed it and said, 
^ Who and whence are you ? " 
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* 

««A mennan from the bottom of the 9n^ was the 
leply. 

The fiumer then asked him what he had been doing 
when the hook caught his flesh. 

The other replied, ^I was tuning the cowl of my 
mother^a chimney-po^ to suit it to the wind. So lei me 
go again, will yoQ?" 

« Not fiMT the pieeent^'' said the fisherman. ''Ton shaU 
senre me awhile first" 

So without more words he dragged him into the boat 
and rowed to shore with him. 

When they got to the boat-honse^ the fisherman's dog 
came to him and greeted him joyfolly, barking andfitwning 
on him, and waggmg his tail Bat his master's temper 
being none of the best, he struck the poor animal ; where- 
upon the merman laughed for the first time. 

Haying fastened the boat, he went towards his house, 
dragging his prize with him, oyer the fields, and stmnUing 
oyer a hillock, which lay in his way, cursed it heartily ; 
whereupon the mennan laughed for the second time. 

When the fisherman arriyed at the &rm, his wife came 
out to receiye him, and embraced him afiSsctionately, and 
he receiyed her salutations with pleasure ; whereupon the 
merman kughed for the third time. 

Then said the£urmertoihe merman, ^ You haye kughed 
three times, and I am curious to know why you haye 
kogM- Tell me, therefore." 
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"Nerarwill I tell you,'' replied the mermaii, *nnhw 
you promiee to take me to the eune place in the sea 
wherefixxm yoa oanght me, and there to lei me go free 
again.** So the fiurmer made him the promiee. 

''Well,'' said the merman, ''I lan^M the fink time 
beoauae yoa afamck your dog^ whoee joy at me eti ng yoa 
?pa8 real and ainoere. The aeoondtime^ beoauae yoa eoieed 
the moond oTorwhichyoa atombled, which ia faUofgoUen 
ducata. And the third time^ beoaoee yoa reoeiyed with 
pleaaore your wife*a empfy and flattering emfance^ who ia 
fiuthleee to yoa, and a hypocrite. And now be an honeat 
man and take me out to the aea whence yoa hate brooght 



The fiurmer replied: *Two thinga that yoa hate told 
me I haye no means of proring, namely, the fidthfblneaa of 
my dog and the fidthleaaneaa of my wi£a. Bat the third I 
will try the truth o( and if the hilkxsk contain gold, then 
I will beliere the resi" 

Accordingly he went to the hillock, and baring dog it 
up, found therein a great treasure of gMea ducats, as the 
merman had told him. After this the fiurmer took the 
merman down to the boat, and to that pkoe in the aea 
whence he had caught him. Before he put him in, the 
ktter said io him : 

''Farmer, you hate been an honest man, and I 
will reward you for restoring me to my mother, if 
only you hate skill enough to take possession cl pro- 
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perty tbat I flhill throw in your way. Be happy and 



Then the fiurmer put the mennan into the 86% and he 
mak out of si^^i 

It happened that not long after, seven eea-grey cows 
were seen on the beach, dose to the fimner'a land. These 
oowa appeared to be yery nnmly, and lan away directly 
the fiurmer approaclied thorn. So ho took a stick and ran 
after them, possessed with the fimcy that if he coidd borst , 
the Uadder which he saw on the nose of each of them, they * 
wtonld bdong to him. He contriTod to hit oat the bladder 
the nose (tf one cow, which then became so tame that 
ooold easily catch it^ while the others leaped into the sea 
disappeared. The fiurmer was convinced that this was 
tiie gift of the merman. And a very nsefol gift it was, 
&r better cow was nerer seen nor milked in all the land, 
«uid she was the mother of the race of grey cows so much 
esteemed now. 

And the fiurmer prospered exceedingly, bat never caaght 
mukj more mermen. As for his wife, nothing farther is 
%old aboat her, so we can repeat nothing. 



Nkkmib, OB THB Qnb WHO Feelb Ikglhied. 

There was once a girl who had been charged by her 
to look after some ewes which were lost She had 
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gone a long way after tbem, untQ ihe /was quite tired, 
when aaddenly ahe saw before her a grey horse. Much 
delighted at this, she went up to it and bound her gurter 
into its month for a bridle bat jnst as she was going to 
moont she said, * I foel afiaid, I am half-indined not to 
mount this horse." As soon as the animal heard these 
words it leaped into some water that stood near, and 
disappeared. 

Then the girl saw that this was a riTerJiorsa 

Now the nature of this animal is that it csnnot beer to 
hear its own name ^'Nennir, <Nr the one who feels incUned," 
which is the reason why it jumped into the water when 
the girl said, ^ I feel afraid, I am half-inclined not to mount 
this horse.** 

The same is the effect on the riTer-horse if it hears the 
name of the deriL 

Listen to another story. 

Three children were playing together on the shingly 
bank of a riyer, when they saw a grey horse standing near 
them and went up to it to look at ii One of the children 
mounted on its back and after him another, to haye a xide 
for pleasure, and only the eldest one was left. They asked 
him to foUow, ''for," they said, ""the horse's back is surely 
long enough for all three of us." 

But the child refused, and said, ** I do not feel indinod." 
No sooner were the words out of his mouth, than the 
horse leaped into the riyer with the two other children, who 
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both diowned, while only the eldest eimrifed to tell 
this ftoiy of Nennir the giej riTer-hone. 



' The Lau-monbtbb. 

In the last ceniury a man liyed in the north bonntry, 
called Kolhrinn, who was rery poor. But everybody liked 
lum tar his good hearty and treated him with kindness. 

Qnoe^ on the day before CShristmas-eve, late at night, he 

^^rent orer the kke of Yesturhop, which was fioaeni to beg 

WHDe food for the next day, from one of the fiinners on the 

€)Clier side. The £urmer gave him a smoked carcase of 

s&ntton, with which Kolbeinn returned joyfnUy homewards. 

Vfhoi he was about the middle of the lake, he heard a 

noise behind him, and taming round saw the ice crack 

and a monster rise from it, hating eight feet, and looking 

like two horses joined by their tails^ with their heads hang 

apposite ways.. This monster ran after Kolbeinn, who saw 

no chance of escape, so he dropped the carcase of mutton 

md took to his heels with all the speed he could muster. 

Next morning he went out again on to the ice to see 
how much might be left of his mutton, but only found a 
km chewed bones. He took some of his neij^bours to 
look at these bones» and they pitied him so much that 
thej soon made up his loss to him. 
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Namo. 

In ancieiit timeB there ms a main road from Njaxd^fk, 
to Borgar-fjordnry which pasBed oreraTery steep mooniain, 
sloping down to the sea. Bat this road became onfreqnented 
because a monster, half-man, half-boesti took up his abode 
np(m it, and after nightfidl nsed to destroy so many 
trarellers that the way was at length considered impassable. 
This creature hid itself in a rocky golf oa the sea-aide of 
the mountains,* which has since been called the golf of 
NaddL This name arose from the bud that as people 
passed, a strange rattling was heard among the stcmes at 
the bottom. 

It happened once, in aatnmn, that a certain .man 
stopped at a fiinn in the neighbomrhood, who intended late 
in the eyening to cross this part of the mountain, and was 
not to be dissuaded from his determination by ihe entreaties 
of the fiurmer and his fiimily. So he started off with the 
words '^as bug as I fear nothing, nothing can hann me." 

When he came to the gulf he met with the monster, and 
at once attacked it, and they had a fengand fearful struggle 
together. In their fight they came together to the verge 
of a precipice which has been since called Erossjadar. 
Oyer this the man hurled the monster. Afterwards upon 
this very spot was raised a cross, with this inscriptiim : — 

""Effigiem Ghristi, qui prodis, pronus hcmora." 
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The.mia oune to Njudyiky Uack and Uae with his 
flbngg^ and, after having kept his bed fiv a month, 
veooferadi 

Nerer waa tUa ftaifol aearmonater seen after it had been 
bj a human being. The man aoon finrgot hia 
in the g^oty of haying rid hia coontry of aooh a 
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Gold-brow. 

Long ago, a certain woman named Andor *ihe wealthy 
lived at a farm called Hvammor, in the west country. 
The farm stood on the hank of a rirer, on the opposite 
side of which were rich corn-fields. But Andor had for- 
bidden any seed to be sown on a particolar spot where 
the land happened to be best, nor did she allow her 
servants to graze any cattle there, and if by chance any 
cows had been there, she forbade them to be milked the 
next day. 

Once it happened that when Andor was very old, a 
yoong and handsome woman came to Hvammor, who 
declared her niame to be Gold-lnrow, bat nobody knew 
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or wbo the wig. The oalj peraon 
Ai «D«U find to wipmk to ms the vopchnUfodctnt, hit 
Amiar benetf ifa* d^ aot teo. Tbo wonum uked him 
vhy a puttsilv ipot in tta field waa not sown with oonit 
mar-^uei^UBA the npcriutradrDt auaweml that Andar 
U fafUdfli ii fa bt tow At thifl Gold-brow Ungbed 
hatftQ7, ud idud htm to sell bcr the grmtnd. 

*Far*ihe Md, " I will give more Jor % ctnglfi hSlock of 
tt^ Imd thftQ lor all the grmt fann of Hrammor. 1 haTo 
foftebodmg that od tlui gnmnd a rustom will be 
, and that »ort of honae bnilt^ of which I har« 
Iht pvOMi drad and dlaiao, Sdl too^ th«fdbrc^ the ^wl 
tf famd wtthottt lakbg Andor ahoot tL* 

lUth ihtm wofda the took out ft large ptme filled with 



Wba the maoa^tcr atw the gliUcr of her gold he aaid 
li t^mK ' A^ur ia old and h«a bot little to do with 
Ihi maDaprtnffatr and forthwith iold the land to Gold- 



Bttt who Aodnr cajne to know what had beni itnu^ 
the wia cxoeedinglj wmth, and armt iM^r mantgiT away^ 
mjfWg tft Ub, " Ton will neter IWtieo on thk ruM. I 
■afnct the woman who paid li to 70a to be the meet evil 
if witrhai^ and kn«w long ago what would happen to 
thai grannd. No ham, bowetor, oui cotne bcauB lo 
Hfanav, far a good apiht watcbn onr it* Theii the 
tJwifM tlM he wonld pmfj the cid hdy by 
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giTuig bar tome of tlis conteafai of tlis piune he had jnrt 
X6oeiT8cL So he undid the stringB, and lo I instead of gold 
out ponied from it a hei^ of wonna which amelt so hor- 
rible that tha man forthwith went mad and died. After 
this the man and his pone were honed in a Utile hollow 
of that spot of groond which Gold-farow had pnxbhaaed, 
which ia called to this daj * worm-hdiow.'* 

Andor did not endeaTonr to reclaim from Oold4)row 
the groond which she had bought^ but deatrojed aU the 
com-fielda roond it from the aea to a rocky mer-^paU in 
one direction, and from the mountain to the riTcr in the 
other. She alao set np three eroeaea where the golf jdned 
the mountain (whence its name Orosa-gulf), and aaid, 
* During my li£8 Gold-brow fihall never croaa thia boundary.* 
And this came true, for during the Ufe of Audur, Gold- 
brow neither brought her sheep and cattie to graze anywhere 
near the crops nor approached them herselfl Now Gold- 
brow built on her piece cl ground a &rm and a large 
temple, where she made great offerings, and performed all 
sorts of witchcraft. It is told as a curious thing, that 
whenerer she was using her incantations, and happened 
to look either towards HTsmmur, or the crosses by the 
mountains, all her spells went wrong which she declared 
was because at each of these points she always saw a Uf^, 
whose rays were so dasuding aa to make her forget at onoe 
all her magic words and signs. 

Audur, who was a Giristian, died shortly after all this 
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and Has haoM in some ground which she had caused, in 
her liCBtime^ to be eonaecrated, by the eea^ not hi from 
the land belongmg to Gold-farow, who found herself now 
in a aort of prison, what with the sacred remains of 
Aadar on one aide and the crosses on the other. So she 
•old her piece of gioand to the heathen successor of 
Aidm; at Hfammnr, and porehased another in a dark 
and dismal Tallej, OTcr which the son seldom shone in 
smnmer and nerer in winter, and in the darkest and 
glnomiest recess intended to take np her abode. But when 
it cme to passing oat of her old property to go to her 
new oiM^ bj the road which led near the crosses, she found 
lienelf neari j poweriess, and going into her temple was 
compcfled to use the stronges t charms to strengthen her- 
fldf ; and then ordering her servants to bind her eyes so 
that she should not see, she took from the temple a large 
chest of gold, on to which she had fastened a ring firom 
the temjde-door, mounted her horse, holding the chest in 
finoot of her, and caused the horse to be led quickly along 
the path. She |)articularly commanded her servants to 
avoid looking toward the crosses. But when they came 
to the Gross-gul^ one of them looked in the forbidden 
directioD, and, being frightened, caused the horse to stum- 
ble^ so that the chest of gold burst away from its ring and 
fidl to the ground; Qold-brow being astonished at this, 
tore the bandage from her eyes, and kx>ked to see what 
had become of it, but in so doing happened to see the 
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croeses not fiur off. At this she shrieked aknid, and de- 
daring that their brightness was greater than she ooold 
bear, bade her senrants hurry on as quickly as possible^ 
and bring the chest after her. Then loddng at her hand 
she saw the ring from which the box had fidlen, and flung 
it away in a rage^ saying, * All my U& will I repent of 
having brouf^t you with me. Different^ indeed, to the 
purpose for which I intended you, and most hatefiil to 
me will be the use to which you wiU be put" 

As soon as she had passed the gul^ a fierce and 
burning pain seised her eyes^ so that before she had 
reached her new abode she was perfBctly Uind. In this 
gloomy Talley she Ured no king time, suffering perpetual 
tortures till she died. 

On her death-bed, she told her senrants to bury her 
in a deep and precipitous gulf^ where neither was the sun 
erer seen, nor diurch-bells erer heardl In the gulf she 
pointed out, there was a vast iraterfBdl, and under the 
waterfall a care, and the water at the foot of the fall was 
Tery deep and its eddying awfuL To this caye Qold-brow 
was carried, and in it buried, with her head upon the chest 
<d gold. Long afterwards her ghost haunted all the 
mountains round, so that neither man nor beast was safe 
after tirilight^ and much mischief was done. 

At this time a &rmer fired at Hvammur, named Skeggi, 
who was a heathen, and addicted to witchcraft. This 
man suffered much from the persecutions cS the goUin 
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QcldAmw, wbo killed his herdsmen and his sheep for 
bim one after the oiher. Skeggi hecame more wroth 
with her ereiy day, and in proportion to his anger 
his desire to become possessed of her gdden 
nnder the waterfidl, for he considered that her 
gold would be of infinitely more use to a Kving man than 
to a dead witdu With this idea in his heed, he one day 
started off for the waterfall; bat so kng was the way that 
it was efening before he arrived there. He commanded 
his two senrants whom he had brought with him, to let 
him down into the golf with a rope. They did so, and he 
disappeared into the caye nnder the waterM. The two 
men who held the end of the rope, heard, after a Uttle 
wrhik^ the sound of heayy blows and krad shrieks beneath 
the water, and it was pkiin that some fearful struggle was 
going on there. At last they became so horrified as to be 
on the point ci talcing flight, when Skeggi gaye them the 
sign to pull up the rope. When they did so they found 
the chest full of gold fastened to the end of it. They had 
scarody pulled it up to the edge of the gulf before they 
saw the whole yalley filled with a strange and spectral fire, 
whose flames flared higher than the rery mountains^ 
and letting go of the rope in their fright, took to their 
heeb^ while the chest fell down again into the abyss. 

Skeggi came home some time afterwards very weary, 
and eofered with bruises and bkxxl, but bringing on one of 
his anns^ a kettle full cl gold which he had managed to 
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take oat of the oheet of Gold-brow, and dimb with ap the 
rope. But though he had fim^t hard with the g^iort of 
the troU, he had been unable to aabdue her, and aha 
became now more dangerous than erer, killing hia aheep 
and hia herdsmen, till at last he could get no aenranta at 
alL Skeggi from thia time became a changed man, and 
was 80 affected by the constant hn of his senrants^ that he 
fell ill and took, fer a long while^ to his bed. 

At hist one day, after his recoTery, being without any 
herdsman, he went out himself aa if to watch the flocks. 
But he did not return either that night or the next On 
the third day, howerer, he came back, more dead than 
aliye, bearing on his back Odd-brow's treasure-chest 

He said, ** You will not see much more either of tiie 
troll or of me." 

And after these words took to his bed, whence he never 
rose again. 

Before he died, he ordered that the gold contained in 
the kettle should be expended in timber for building a 
church at Hyammur. 

""For," he continued, ''the first time I went to the 
wateriiEdl and struggled with the ghost of Gold-bcow, 
I called upon Thor to aid me,'but he deoeiyed me and 
played me fiilse. The last time I fought with her, in mj 
despair and anguish I called upon Christ the Ood of the 
Christians to aid me, promising to build a church to.bim* 
Suddenly a bright gleam of light struck full into the eyes 




«f the phftalotD-iroll, ukd ilu» boouua aetone in the midat 

■ fivi 01 i|iiltf of tO tilts, Sk^ggi filed a b^thao, and 
^ iiAMl to be bvml in tho ^vmaciciated ground of tlie 
wUcfa be Iiad roiiiiujuuW to ba buill So tbey 
bim in ibe open ociautry, ami ondflr Ui had placed 

K WbKbcT be alq>t nkorr calmly npon thia pUlow than 
* dw tnO lad dooe, ths tak« mtth noi 
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blkaflMtof bakad^ahaynDMiiitolkakiidbetiiMi 
tMileipBo«Dlaiiia^wfaiefa«eaDedlQ6i06tdiir. b ODe 
af Iha aaoiBlHM k a deep rod7 golf caDfld ]Q6af>^^ 
Ihia giir waa mbtthiled bj a troD, who «aed to dsaw into 
hm f o wm hj aMgie apeDa the prieata Kring at the turn 
TSkim. She waa wool, whila the priaal waa pieadiiiig, 
talayaaaef herhaadaiqMai the windawavar ttapv^in 
AaaooBM the atnaga bead pwfvitod the hf^ 
qo the paper oo wUali tta aannoo waa 
,tta pri ea ta baeama BHd^aad «aed to erjr o«l to 



-Tbhaay boMb mil, fcr I Mai be af to Ike gd( to 
AagriranQdiQfiidv.* 



«nhagiK( 



ROUn (Ur TBOLLB. 121^ "^ 

A tnToIkr, happening to pasB the gnl^ onoe nw th^ 
troll sitting on a ledge of rock, kicking her heels sntf 
. holding something in her hand. 

He said to her, ««WeIl, old hag, what haT6 yoa gotr 
there?" 

^'Oh," replied the other, ^ I am gnawing the last piece 
of the skoU of Snjold, yonr late priest." 

After this, nopriest would take the charge of the draieh, 
until one intrepid man declared that he wonld do so in 
spite of the troll and all her tricks. The first time he had 
to perform senrioe in his new chnrch, he told the hoUest of 
his parishioners to look out £»r his changing his demeanoor 
in the pnlpit, and then to act as follows : — 

** Six of yon," said he, ''mnst nm and catch hold of me^ 
and not let me go, howeyer mnch I straggle; other six of 
yon shall ring the bells as load as yon can ; and ten 
more of you shall ran to the door and place yoar backs 
against it" 

Shortly after the priest had mounted the polpit^ the hand 
of the troll was seen moving backwards and forwards oai- 
•side the window, and at the same moment the priest went 
mad and said: 

^ Out with my bowels^ oat with my bowels^ and I most 
away to the gal^ to the galf of Mjdifjdrdor." 

T^ih these words he endeayoored to rash out of the 
chaicL 

But the six men, whom he had previously sdectedy 
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i^^^edhim and held him back; six oUiera xang the hellB 

^^Qi an their might; and the remaining ten ran to the 

^<^ and set their hacks against it When the troll heard 

thebdbrin^^shetoak.to her. heels and jnmped from the 

^brcfa on to the nail of the chnrehyaid. When she 

tnched this her foot slipped hack, and she cried: 

" May yon nerer stand again.** 

Rom thechnrehyaidsheran tothegnl^and wasnerer 



Bat the gup in the churchyard ivall whidi her foot had 
, eonld nemr be mended perfectly, however ivell the 
. wotked, and howerer good the materials. 
The trolTs iron shoe, whidi had tnmUed o^ was found 
ihfln^ and used by a fitfmer for an ash-sentile. 



Troll's Sions. 

In the neighbourhood of Eirkjnboer, in Hroarstdnga, 
stand some carious rocks nnder which is a caye. In this 
osTe^ ages ago, dwelt a troll named Thorir, with his wife. 
Every year, these trolls contrived to entice into their 
dntdies, by msgic arte, either the priest or the herdsmen, 
from Kirkjabosr, and thos matters went on ontil a priest 
arrived at the jdace^ named Eirikor, a spiritoal man, who 
was able by his prayers to protect both himself and his 
I from the OMgie spells of this vrorthy couple. 



■ I* 



nofum <ur nous. 128 

One Qirirtmafl-efe^ the female troll had tried her incan- 
tationa quite in Tain, and went to her hnshand, saying, 
^ I haye tried my utmost to entioe the priest or the herds- 
man, bat to no purpose^ for, as soon as erer I begin my 
spellsy a hot wind blows upon me which forces me by the 
scorching heat to desist^ as if it would consume all my joints. 
So you must go and procure something for our CShzistmas 
dinner, as we hsTB nothing left to eat in the cate." 

The giant expressed great unwillingness to trouble Imii* 
sel( bemg rather lasy, but was at length compelled to go, 
by the entreaties of his wife, and accordingly nuuvhed off 
to a lake in the neighbourhood which since was called bj 
his name. There he broke a hole through the ice^ and 
lying down on his face, cast in a line and caught trout. 
When he thought he had caught enough for thd Christmas 
dinner, he wanted to get up again, in order to take them 
home; but the fifost had been so hard while he was inteat 
upon his fishing that it had frozen him tight to the ioe^ so 
that he could not rise from it. He struggled desperatdy 
to escape, but in Tain, and the fiost seized upon his heart 
and killed him where he lay. 

The fomale troll finding her husband rather kmg in 
returning, and becoming yery hungry, sallied out in seansh 
of him, and discoyered him lying dead upon the ice. She 
ran to him and tried to tear his body up finom the ioe^ 
but fiiiling in this, seized the string of trout, and placing it 
oyer her shoulder started off. 
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manner, after dark on the (9iri8tnias-e?e fidkywing. After 
this the widow of the fitfmer detenouned to nnofe all 
her goods from the house and Utb ebewheie fisr the 
winter, learing obHj the sheep sad herds vader the 
charge of shepherds^ and returning to pass Am 
there. As soon as the winter approached she 
preparatbns fixr leaying HtoU, until the neii spring; and 
set the herdsmen to take oare of the sheep and eattl^ 
and feed them during the oold season. 

For home-use she always kept fcur cows; ooe of irineh 
had just had a calfl 

Two days befcne her intended dqMurtare; a wobmoi 
came to her in her dreamSi who was dressed in an 
old-fashioned dress of poor appearance. The stranger 
addressed her with these words: ** Your cow has just 
calyed, and I hsTS no hope* of getting noorishment fisr 
my children, unless you will erery day, when yon deal 
out the rations^ put a share for me in a jug in the daiij. 
I know that your intention is to moTO to another turn 
in two days^ as you dare not Utb here oter GhristnMS^ 
for you know not what has become of your husbsod 
and of the senrant, on the kst two GhristmaS'^Tea. Bat 
I must tell you that a female troll Utos in the opposite 
mountains; herself of mild temper, but who; two years 
%go, had a child of such curious sppelite end diqwsitioii, 
that she was fimed to proride fresh humsn flesh fisr it 
each Christmas. I^ however, you wiU do willing tsm 



I km mkti jM io do^I inD gb* jtm good 
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mik «kM mm^ lla wmhi vnUied. Wlm Ik* 

Mmg vp^ 

u mi phoBfl il €0 fhs ^ipointod WfdL No 
hil dM doM ID tiMn it diMppttnd. The nok 
lU >« itood agrin m Ifa mm phei^ ml io 
vwkooiaiaMtaBML 
(k Ckfwtmm m ifa drank agrin UmiI Hm hwhi 
cmt Id htf with ft &»% Mfarfiilioi^ tad ttid^ 
jM •!• not iiiqiikitif«^ fcr yoii bftfe not yet aikad to 
whom JM gife milk ofery day. I wiU tdl joil I am 
m df w i—ftu , and fife in the Uttla hill near your honae. 
Ton hftfo tnatad me wdl aD through the winter, bat 
WoeA rt h I wiU aak yoa no moie for milk, as my oow 
had jtelcnlay ft ealt And now yon must accept the 
Ettia gift whieh yon will find on the ahdf wheie yoa haTo 
baa ftoc Ml oaMJ to place the jog fv me; and I mtend, 
ftko^ lo defifer yon from the danger whieh awaits yoa 
f mfjiii. At midnight yon will awake and bA 
iTfimshTily nrgad to go o«t| as if anmrthing 
yon; do not atnigg^ agnnst it^ bvt get up 
the honae. Oalaide the door yon wiD find« 
ft giaalms staadinfr who wiD seise yon end eany yon 
in her «ms aerass ymr gnae-fleU, atride over the 
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and make off with yoa in the direction of the mmmtMBi 
in which she Utqb. When she has canned 70a a litfis 
way from the liTer, 70a must crj, 'What did I hw 
then?' and ahe wiU inunediately aak yon, 'What dil 
71m hear?' Ton must answer, 'I heard aome one oj, 
« Maninia QeffiTor, Manima GemTor r ' which ahe win think 
Tery extraordinary, for ahe knows that no mortal em 
yet heard her name. She will say, 'Oh, I soppoae it ii 
that nau^ty child of mine,' and will put yon down and 
nm to the mountains. But in the meantime, while da 
is engaged with yon, I will be in the mountain and 
will thump and pinch her child wiiiiout mercy. Direct^ 
she has left you, turn your back upon the mountain and 
run as fiist as you possiUy can towards the nearest bm 
along the river banks. When the troll comes back and 
overtakes you, she will say, 'Why did you not stand 
still, you wretch?' and will take you again in her anus 
and stride away with you. As soon as you have gone 
a little way you must cry again, 'What did I hear then?' 
She will ask as at firsts 'What did you hear?' Then 
you shall reply again, ' I thought I heard some one call- 
ing " Mamma Gellivor, Mamma Gellivor I"' on which ahe 
will fling you down as before, and run towards the moun* 
tain. And now you must make all speed to reach tiie 
nearest church before she can catch you again, for if ahe 
succeed in doing so she will treat you horriUy in her 
fury at finding that I have pinched and thumped her 



1S8 • UmiSS OP ICELAND. 

dull to AbhOl U, howerer, joa fiul in getiang to the 
dmdi in tme^ I will bdp yoo." 

Vfhfo^ after this dmm, the widow awoke, the day had 
dawned, ao ahe got up and went to the ahelf upon which 
ilia jog waa wont to atand. Here ahe fimnd a large bundle, 
wlddi contained a handaome dreaa and girdle, and cap, all' 
iMBntifiinj cuioroiderBd. 

jUxNit midni^t on Guriatmaa-day, when all the reat ot 
fta turn people at Htoll were aaleep, the widow felt an 
imniitilifci deaire to go ont, aa the eUwoman had warned 
hetf and ahe did ao. Directly ahe had paaa ed the threah- 
M, ahe ftlt heradf aeiaed and lifted hi(^ in the air by 
dia anna of the giguitic troD, who atalked off with her 
the mer and towarda the moontain. Eferything 
[ out exactfy aa the df had foretold, nntil the gianteaa 
Song down her burden ton the aecond time, and the 
widow made speed to reach the church. On the way, it 
aeemed to her aa if some one took hold of her arma and 
be^ed her along. Suddenly ahe heard the sound o( a 
tianendoua land-alip on the troll's mountain, and turning 
loond saw in the dear nxMmlight the giantess striding 
hrioudy towarda her orer the moruBea. At thia eight ahe 
would ha^e Cunted with foar, had not she Idt hcraelf lifted 
bom the ground and hurried through the air into the 
dmdi, the door of which doaed immediatdy bdiind her. 
li ImppoMBi Oat the prieata were about to celebiate early 
naaa^ and all the people were aaaemUed. Directly after 
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she came into the ohuoh the belb began to xinj^ and the 
congregation heaid the sonnd o( some heaTj M oatside. 
Looking from one of the windows thej saw the todl 
hnny away from the noise of the beUe^ and, in her flight, 
stumble orer the waU of the ohnrohyard, part of which 
M. Then the troU said to it, ''Nerer stand again,"* and 
hnrrying away took up her abode in another mountain 
beyond the confines of the parish of HtoIL 

Here is something more about Gelliyor. A mountain 
in the south of the country, called B]ask6gar, was so 
haunted by this troll, who had now become mischieroos^ 
as to be impassable. For two years things went on 
thu& 

It happened at this time that the inhabitantB of 
Thingeyars^ became confused in their computation 
of dates, and forgot when Ghrisfaiutfhday ML In their 
difficulty they determined that their only chance was to 
send to the bishop at SUUholt^ and ask him to put them 
right again, and they chose as their messenger a certain 
bold and actiye man named Olafiir. On his way to 
SUOholt this Olafur passed, late in the day, orer the 
mountain Blask^ur, and being unwilling to linger 
there went on his way as quickly as possible. When 
twilight had fiJlen, he saw a great giantess standing in 
the way before him, who addressed him with these 
words: 
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So Ohfiir mat « to SkOUk, 
flotTed lUB amcoUy mn/oEtUtj tar wm 

On Us WBj home^ as be pMsed 
agun with the troD, who did Boi 
as she had dooe the fini tiBM. She gne 
which he lodced at and £Mnid to he a 
Tfi ghrwig litm thiiy rslmdar she and: 

-If Caizisi^ the Son €£ Vary, had dooe as h 
US tznUs as yom dedaie thai He has done far jn 
heings^ we should scanely ha^e been so 
to ferget the date of hk birth^y.'' 

TSmbd, Okfbr (whose powers of giatitnde certainly do 
seem to ha^ been lather Umited) and to hec; « Look CHi- 
waidl Who rides there on a white horse?* 
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Whereapoii the troU tuned romid, and as ahe saw 
nothing bat daybreak, was instant^ turned into atone. 
So Olafiir went home rqoioing. 



The 



Qnoe upon a time^ in Dalaqrslii, a Ettle diepheideaa went 
to ohnrch and took the aacrameni When ahe left the 
ohnroh, instead of going home to dinner, ahe went to look 
after her ewea. Aa ahe waa paaaing some zocka^ ahe heaid 
a Toioe from one of them say : 

«> Bagnhildor in the Bed lock r 

Tl 1 a Yoioe from the opposite aide answered : 

'^ What is the matter, giant^ in the triple looka?'* 

'^ There is a tender little steer nmning akmg the road; 
let ns take her ; let ns eat her." 

^ Faugh,'" replied the other, ^leaye her alone; ahe looks 
as if she had been chewing ooals." 

So the little girl ran away as fiist as she oonU, and 
heard no more abont it 



J6bjl the Troll. 

A fiurmer^s dau^ter, yoong and hopefiil, but gifted with 
a £Barfiil temper, acted as housekeeper to her fitther. Her 
name waa J6ra. 

i2 
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Que dqr H happeDed that a hone^ie^i was held near 
tiie kna at whidi ahe Kred, and one of ihe oombatanta 
ims a lione of her &ther*8, of whidi she ms yery fond. 
She ma preaeot at ihe fight^ together with many other 
nomen; but at the eommenoement ahe saw that her 
fiTooiite hone was getting the worst of ii Soahejomped 
taxknuij down from her aeat^ and nmning up to the 
Tictor, seised one of its hind-legs and faure it off. Then 
she ran off with the leg so qniddyy that nobody conld 
catch her. When ahe came to the xiter Olfusa, where it 
fDima in a deep golf a waterM called Laxfoss^ she seised 
m hrgd rock from the wall of the abyss^ and hnrhng it 
into the middle of the fidl, need it as a stepinng-stone^ and 
leaped over, with these words — 

''Here ii a jnmp for amaiden like mcs 
Though toon comet the time when a wife I ihall be." 

Eter after this, that passage of the riyer has been called 
« TroD's-leap." 

From this place she ran on for a long way, till she came 
to a moontain called Heingill, where she took up her abode 
in a caTO (since called ^J6ra's CaTe*^, and became the 
most malignant troll possible : killing man and beast with- 
o«it mercy. She need to sit on a high peak, which has 
Bnoe been called ** J^'s-seat," and from this eminence 
looked oat for passers-by in all directions; and if she saw 
^ killed him and ate him up. At kst^ nearly the whole 



nOBOi (NT TBOLU. 133 

noghbouiiiood had fidlen iktinm to her, and the loadi 
became Tdd, eioept when, from time to timfi^ large troop 
of people came^ with the ndn idea of destroying her. 

In this state of affiura^ when no means eonld be fimnl od 
destroying this wicked troll, a young man, who had been i 
saikNT, went to the King of Norway, and told him of thii 
monster who lired in the Mountain Heingill; at the sami 
time asking his adfice how to oferoome her. 

The king answered, ^ Ton most attadc Jdra at saniiM 
on Whit-Sunday; for there is no monster, however frarfbl, 
and no troll, howerer strong; that is not hat asleep at that 
time. Tou will find her sleeping with her £m» to the 
ground. Here is an axe of silter, whidi I will gm yoo. 
With this you must make a chop brtween her shoulder- 
bones. Then Jdra, feeling the pain, will turn and say to 
you, * May your hands grow to Hbe handle.' But you 
must instantly answer — * Blade^ leate the handle.' Then 
she will roll down into a kke near the foot of the peak, and 
be drowned." 

With these worda he dismissed the young man, who 
returned to the Heingill, and did as the King of Norway 
had told him, and killed Jdra. 
So that was the end of J6ra the TrolL 
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Oncse it hippeDed that the Abbot of the Monastery of 
IliykkfBbaB had a hooaekeeper whoae name ma Eatla^ 
and who ivaa an eTiknincled and hot-tempered woman. 
Ebaponeaaedapair of shoes whose peculiarity was^ that 
whaeier put them on was nerer tired of nmning. ETory 
body waa afiaid of Eatla's bad disposition and fierce 
tempcf; eien the Abbot himselfl The herdsman of'the 
BMoasteiy fiurm, whose name was Baidi, waa often dread- 
fidly ill-treated by her, particularly if he had chanced to 
lose any of the ewes. 

Qoe day in the antomn the Abbot and his honsekeeper 
went to a wedding, lesTing orders with Bardi to drive in 
the sheep and milk them before they came home. Bat 
imhappilyy when the time came, the herdsman conld not 
find an the ewes; so he went into the house, put on Eatla's 
magic shoes, and sallied out in search of the stray sheep. 
He had a long way to nm before he disooTered them, bat 
ftlt no fiitigae^ so drove all the flock in qaite briskly. 

"When Eatia retamed, she immediately perceived that 
the herdsman had been osing her shoes, so she took him 
and drowned him in a large tabfol of cords. Nobody 
knew what had become of the man, and as the winter 

it on, and the cords in the tab sank lower and lower. 



i 



1 



1 



}' 



nOBOi (NT TBQLia. 1! 

Katk wu heard to say these words to henelf: *S(n 
will the waTes of milk break upon the foot-ooles of Bardi 
Shortly after i^^^i, dreading that the murder should 1 
found out^ and that she would be oondflmned to death, i 
took her magio shoes^and ran bam the monasteiyto 
great ioe^noantain, into a lift of whidi she leaped, and in 
nerer seen again. 

As soon as she had disappeared, a fearfbl erqitiaii toe 
place from the mountain, and the kya rolled down ai 
destroyed the monastery at whidi she had lived. Peop 
declared that her witohcraft had been the cause of this^ an 
called the crater of the mountain *" The Bift of Katik" 



OlAFUB AMD THB TbOLU. 

Some people who lired in the south part of the counti] 
at Biskupstdngur, once went into the forest to cut woo 
for charcoal, and took with them a young kd to hold thd 
horses. While he was left to k)ok after the animals h 
disappeared, and, though they searched in every directioi 
for him, they failed in finding him. 

After three years had passed, the same people were cut 
ting wood in exactly the same plaoe^ when the lost bqj 
Olafur came running to them. They asked him wh« 
he had been all this time^ and how he had gone away. 

He said, *" While I was kx>king after the horse8» and had 
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■Inilkd m short disbDoe from them, I suddenly met s 
gignlie troU-womsDy who esme roshing towards me and 
Miaed me in her arma^ and nm off with me mitil ahe came 
into the heart of the wiUernesa to some great rocks. In 
these rods was her caTe, into which she carried me. When 
I waa there I saw another giantesB coming towards me^ of 
jomger appearance than the fixnuer, bat both were im- 
aaenselytalL Iliejr were dressed in tonics of horBe4eathery 
fidUng to their fset in fronts bat yery short behind. Here 
fhej kept me^ and fed me with troat^ which one waa alwaya 
oat tmh^hm^ lAale the other watched me. Daring the 
ni^t thej feroed me to aleep between them on their bed 
cf hors e e i nna. Sometimes thej nsed to loU me to sleep 
bj nnging magical songs in my eara^ so that I was 
firhsnted by wonderfol dreams. They both were yery 
kind to me^ and watched me carefolly lest I should wish to 
escape from them. One day when I had been left alone, I 
waa standing outside the oaye^ and saw, on the other side 
of the wiUemesBy the smoke of the charcoal-bomers; so, 
as I knew that neither of the trolls was at home, I ran 
off in the direction of the smoke. But I had gone Tery 
few paoea when one of the trolls saw me, and, nmning 
after me^ strode me on the cheek, so that I have never lost 
the bndae^ and seising me in her arms, took me back again 
to the cave. After this, they looked after me diligently 



•Onee the younger troUaud to the elder, 'How is it 
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that whflDew I toaeh the hue dieek of Ohba, it leeni 
to burn me like fire?* 

^ The other replied, 'Do not wonder at that; it is « 
account of the jHrayor whidi Oddnr the wxy-fiiced^ im 
taaght him.' 

''In this nay I passed three yean; and when I lauf 
that the season for charooal-baming was oome^and tiat 
there would be people on the other side of the wiMenw 
asocwnWed for the pnipose, I pretended that I was mi, 
and could not eat any food* They tried every meaai k 
their power to core me^ bat all in vain, I only beeoN 
worse. 

'^ Once ihey asked me whether I could not mentioa^f 
delicacy for which I had a fimcy. 

" I said, ' No, except it were shark-flesh, which had iM 
dried in the wind for nine years.' 

''The elder one said, ' This will be yery difficult to gat 
yon, for it is not to be found anywhere in the whole 
country, but at one jGumer's house in the west^ Ogv^ 
At any rate, I will try to get it.' 

" Then she strode off in search of ii Directly I »« 
that she was gone, and that the younger tndl waa hodf 
engaged in catching trout^ I took to my heels^ and nMT 
ceased running towards the smoke of the charcost-fcj 
until I airiyed here safoly.'' 

* So called by the troll, as he was a bishop and good 
two equally abominable qualities in the ^yes of a tiolL . 
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1 of Icr vvB^ ««^ BMd, and tried 
ti he& any fi«B fl« a^ ■» Ihal it HM dl tMjr oonld 
4t»UdUBli^ 

IWflietwMMrfliiililrf • hone which rtood nwur 
htm die ra^ and taring H aaondflr, threw the pieen 
tnr kerihoaUer in her fiuy, and nm beok to b«r flMnn 

IVbn the nmn anind at SUIhoIt^ flwj took Ohte to 
tta VUbof, who kept him by him fiv • Inr dqnv «l 
Ita tent Urn into the east part of the flontiy, Mt tt 
tts mdi of the tnOa, having eond hhn of hie 1 
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Long ago^ the priedTa dai^^itcr at BOmm, mm iU 
Idnfjoidv, was hai toa her frfhes'ohaMe, and iaaiy 
nndi was Mde Idt kr in d dMfltitn^ Mb if ( 

At the Boafli «f fto Sate^dvftw iaai 
h^oalhdmiiiM,ap-wiMAtt»yBi»i^l»j 
f ihaift taa fto aad «f ife aaMw tik te 
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•• Wh»H th§^ had fiuimtsd iMr boaU, ihiy lot cfetm ndor tht bmA, 
dhMcM Of th$if iMTf^ and to wM$ awajf ihi Hm, $aag toagi aband tit 
Virgin Mar^r 
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Bat after he had lost hb dinc^iter, it happened that ererj 
winter, fixr aereial yean, hia beat wethen ahiaja dia- 
appearad. 

Onoe^ m the winter, aome fiahennen weie oang^ in 
a storm at aea, and were oompeDed to take ahelter nnder 
this rocky island. When they had frstened their boats, 
they sat down near the beach, drenched aa they wen^ 
and to while away the time^ aang songs about the 
Virgin Mary,— when suddenly the rock opened, and a 
gigantic hand came oat^ with a ring on each finger, 
and the arm dad in a scarlet idye/k afeefe^ wUoh 
thmst down towards them a hurge bowl foil of aliiv. 
abont^ with as many spoons in it as there were fiahenneB. 

At the same time they heard a Toioe sayin^^ "My wife 
is pleased now, bat not L" 

When the men had eaten the sti»tboat^ the bowl dis- 
appeared into the rock in the same way as it had appeared. 
The next day the storm had abated, and they rowed aafaiy 
to the main land. ' 

At the same season in the year fbUowing, the fishermen 
were again driren to seek shelter on this island by Tioknt 
winds ; and while they sat near the beach, they amosed 
themselTes by singing songs aboatAndri the Hero; lAai 
the same hand appeared bom the rock, holding oot to 
them a great dish fall of &t smoked mntton, and they 
heard these words^ "Now am I pleased, bat not mj 
wife.- 
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ilt tht Mrf^ na Iks dUiim 
Bom dkmm^ Iht mmi Ui, mi 

W MM «» HaMo; W ma Mfaa bj Iks 
«» iiMiifili <k» khid flMte; M Iks mm 
Hm Ikkp U • «bM% a wUA • Idl ni 
Mn«MMl»kMnaMid,''Doiiol 
Miy tt> iriMlfli ^JMiilM, mar wmu^ WrriHir, far ii 
mB W imj dnedl ftr ■• to BOMMiqr nidi aD mf 
«falMb Mm jw vbmL BMidM fli^ I My m iraD 
•il jv^ IM if 7M MM oat to vUt Ibit idud, it wm 
••TovMJMMyathklifc.'' So ilkt hUbop tduni, 
M thi MonMr, to MMOito Uw irind at aD, and tht tnU 
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Oadaudv Mvad obm «p« a tiaa at a 
ia tha liij «r 8ka|pQadar. 
B nocw^ ana womm vpM bj Ui 
a aaa of bi|^ 
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the henimnun did not leburn home at mfgbk^ni^m h 
was not found at the gbeep-pepii^ the fimnflr oanaed att 
gent search to be made for him all oner tlie oomtiyy U 
quite in tain. 

Next spring Ghidmnndar hind another ahephod, mad 
Grfmnr, who was tall and strongs and boaated of baag 
aUe to resist anybody. But the former, in i^ite d tk 
man's boldness and strength, warned him to be OMiAd hew 
he ran risks, and on Ghristmas-ere bade him diife tti 
sheep early into the pens^ and eome home to fiis turn 
while it was still dayU^i Bat in the e?ei 
did not oome^ and though search waa made for and 
for him, was never fomuL Peofde made aU aorta of 
about the cause of his disappearance^ hot the 
full of grie^ and after this could not get any one to Mt « 
shepherd for him. 

At this time there lifed a Tory poor widow at C|jfaparboqg 
who had several children, of whom the eldest^ aged four 
teen years, was named Siguidur. 

To this woman the former at last applied, and oAra 
her a large sum of money if she would allow her son ti 
act as shepherd for him. Sigurdur was very anxious the 
his mother should have aU this money, and declaied hni 
self most willing to undertake the offioe; ao he wwtwid 
the former, and during the summer waa most surcwfal ■ 
his new situation, and never kst a sheep. 

At the eqd of a certain time the former gave Sgudi 
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a weUier, a enc^ and a kmb as a pnMot^ witt vUdi tib 
joath WIS Hmdi pleMed. 
OafliMniar InooM aWachcd to hna, and ca ^ 
bim to eoBM hone from his 



AH daj loQg flie boj natdied flie aheef^ and 
«fCBmg qfnached, lia hwd flie aood af haaty feat* 

towai'UB him a pganty and farnhla tralL 
She addnaed fani^ nyiBi^ "Good iiiiBWfl, aj Sigv- 

Qgadar anawend, *Aie jon cndoed? Sd jon aat 
aealMmdimlam? Snaljr I am not wtt jott aoiiaa 
Bntlhafaaaheep and afct lambkn vlndil win gim 
yon fv jovr pot tUa cicning. 

So he gim her the aheep and Oie hmlh, vUdi aha 
threw on to her diooUer, and eanied off 19 the awyn l ain 
agun. Then Sigaidmr went hoaM^ and ri^ g^ waa 
fliefiainertoaee him aift; and Mhed him whether he kd 
aeen afnTumuL 

"NoUungiilMtefci; Old of tlieei»Ma,'npIied theboj. 

Afker New Ten"! ^ tiio fiowr TMted tfae iodc, Md, 
on looUi^ omr ttoB, BMnd the iheep nd lamb vUcii liB 
h«l gma Ifte joaO, end ariud Ub «1^ iMd heeme of 
thoB. The bojavMnddHtafosbd killed tel^ls 
■ad dak the wtOm lad Uim alo a bog; add^ 'I 
ioef I AaB aoC he toy bdgr viih aifr 
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When he heaid this, the fiurmer gkte hmi one ewe and 
two wethera, and aaked him to remam anolfaer year in hia 
aenrioe. Sigoidnr oonaented to do ao. 

Next Ghriatmaa rms, Gndmundnr bagged Sigoidnr to he 
cantbiia, and not nm any riaks, finr he loved him aa hia 
own aon. 

Bnt the boy anawered, ** Yon need not fiaar, theie aie no 
riaka tonm.** 

Whfin he had got the aheep into the pena about nig^ 
fidl, the aame troll came to him, and aaid : 

^ As aore aa erer I am a troll, yon ahall not^ thia efoi- 
ingy escape being bcriled in my pot.** 

^ I am qnite at your aenricey'' anawerecl Sigordnr, in- 
trepidly ; " bat yon aee that I am atill very thin; nothiog 
to be compared even to one wether^ I will gite yoo, how- 
erer, for your Ghristmas dinner, two old and two yoong 
aheep. Will yon oondeaoend to be satisfied with thia offv 
of mine?" 

^ Let me see^" said the troll ; so the lad showed her 
the sheep, and she, hooking them together by theur honi% 
threw them on to her shoulder, and ran off with them np 
the mountain. Then Signrdur returned to the turn, and, 
when queationed, declared, as before, that he had seen 
nothing whatever unusual upon the mountain. 

^'But^'^he said, ""I hate been dreadfuUy unlucky with 
my sheep, as I said I should be." Next summer the ftimer 
gave him four moie wethers. 
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irfMl kak d» kad bow fv 



" dhapa this an tMflt iir I mtend to eat off 

it" 

ka Wd ikipnad H iraD, ha iwtand ft to the 

w 1^ Ub taka off Ua Mekotloer; which ha 

■al chaagiBg a fiatua of hia frea. 

tta tooll, iMtoad ot cattiBg off Ua haad, flung 

4b«b «■ tha groani aad and, "Bnva kdl I 

to UD JIM, aad joa ahall Uva to a good 

U tna I tbt aaaaad joa to be nada horteMB 

', fv I ariahad to aaaak with yoa. Aad dov 

ahav xoa ia iAhI wtif joa ahatt aima at good- 

k Xflit ifBiig Jf^ araat Mova dob 8iinduantMUr, 

» to tha haw af a «hanaulh, to kan hk tnda. 

!•■ hma kaaod it thonaghly, xoa akdl tiha I 

«#da»«aA to tha i« vhva tha 
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tbiee daac^bften Ihe; and I eia teU jM 
of iham is the most promiBmg inaiden m the wl^ 
Her dder sisters lote diess Slid ofnamentBy and win sdmi^ 
what yoa faring them, faui Msrgvet wiU not csze shoot 
such ihingk When yoa leate the hoose^ yoa shsU ssk 
her to sooompsny yoa ss £tf ss the door, snd then m fcr 
ss the end of the grsss^eld, which she will oonsent to do. 
Then yoa shsll gm her these three preoJonis thinge-lhii 
hsndknohie^ this belt, snd this ring; snd ate 
loreyoiL ButwhenyoahaTeseenmeinadresmjonanst 
oome here^ and yoa will find me dead. Bury me^ and tda 
finr yourself ererything of Tslue that yoa find in my eaie." 

Then Signrdor bade her fiurewell and left her, and r»- 
tamed to the &rm, where Qtidmandar wekxmied him with 
joy, haying grieved at his hmg sbsenoe^ snd asked him 
whether he had seen nothing. 

^ No," replied the boy; and declared that he ooald an- 
swer for the safety of all f atore herdsnien. Bat no more 
qaestioDS woold he answer, though the fimuly asked him 
many. The foUowing spring he went to a sQTersmith'a 
hoose^ and in two yean made himself master of the tnde. 
He often yisited Qodmundur, his old master, and was 
always welcome. Once he went to the trading town of 
HoAkSs, and baying a variety of glittering sQvar onia* 
mentis took them to Miklihoflr, and offered them fat mIo to 
the dean's daoghters, as the troll had told him. Yfhm 
the elder sisters heard that he had ornaments for ssle^ Amj 
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Int^tBoriarl^tlMy 
Aanriingl^ ht fhoiMd 
hi W «aBM% bat 

Hill jiWMiiii iUor t» 



tfaqr 



■■MteMlbBaoa«nbBidd. flhstM 
at tUi mtil^ nd hM Ub irfMl k* 
ikf^asdMhadanarMoi UBbifaa Bal 
Imlid hv lbs MM the MM d» bald lack, 
Mlath^ibaaaMataatogBwillihai. At the tod of 
the Md Sigvdv gftf« her the bait wl lMkllnnhi< wl 
pit the nag oo to h« fiagar. 

Tba deMk Haigmt and, "Iinah I kd mmt tabs 
ttaai giA% bat I caaaot now give thaaa joa badL* 

figaidar thm took laave and iiant hoaMi Bat Uw 
yua^ aa aooD aa aha had neaired the pnMnti^ fcU m lova 
ittairgmr; aad finding after a while that aha ooold 
Kva nithoat hia^ told her fiOher aU aboot iL Her 
froaa aodi a aaad idea, aad deekrad 
that die ahoald M«ar aany the joath aa kag as ha livad 
laiaBaatit Oa tUa Ha^guet pined awaj, aad beeaaaa 
aa Ihn fkoa friaC 1^ the &thar fand ha woaU be 
ay«ri la aeaaant la her feqaaat; and going to the faai 

Wm mWUBL OtgnOmr BflOp CI 

and 
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One day the yoatti drauned thttk ha nw the old troU, 
and felt aoxe from thia thai ahewaa dead; aoheaaked the 
dean to aooompany him aa £tf aa Sflfrdnaiatadir, and aleep 
there one nie^i When thej amTed then^ thej told Gudr 
mnndnr that Signidnr waa betrothed to Maiguet When 
the fiurmer heard thia, he mid thai it had kng ben hia 
intention to kaye Signidnr aU hia property, and offend 
him the management of the fiurm the enadng qving. The 
yonth thanked hfan heartily, and the deen waa i^ to am 
hia daughter ao aoon, and ao weU, prorided finr. 

Nest day Signidnr aaked the fiurmer and the dean to go 
with him aa fiu: aa the middle of the moontain, where fliej 
fimnd a cate into which he bade them enter wiflioat fcar. 
Inaide they saw the troll lying dead on the floor with her 
fimawfnllydiatorted. Then Signrdnr told them all abcmt 
hie interyiewB with the troll, and asked them to help him 
to buy her. When they had done ao^ they returned to 
the oate and flonnd thero aa many preoioQa things ai ten 
hones could cany, which Siguidur took back to the 
fium. 

Not kng after, he mairied the desn's dauj^iter, and 
prospered to the end of hia lift^ which, aa the old troUhad 
prophesied, waa a kng one. 
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TbM KiaBT-TBOLI& 

Two traDi^ irba, quite oontruy to the coatom of trolls 
in gaoeaif had tnkoQ a great Suaej to a chuch in tbeir 
neig^iboaxbood, detennined to do it a aenrioe bj taking an 
island out of the aea and adding it on to the church 
| M wiperij. So thej waded oat one night till thej reached 
€oe of a groi^ of ialanda whidi suited their notionfl^ and 
Innng rooted it up thej proceeded to take it to shores the 
flian palling befa«^ and the wife podiing behind. 

Bnt.befbie thej could acoom^ish their task, dawn faroke 
in the easl^ and thej were both suddenly tamed into 



And there they stand in BreidiQfirdar, to this day, the 
hosband tndl a tall and thin rock, the wife tndl a short 
and broad ooe^ and are called still '^ old man,'' and ^ old 



TbM SlOKT OV BSBOTHda OF BLiTKLL. 

In heathen times a troll named Bergth6r married awife, 
and Uted in a cate called HandaheDir, on BlafeU He was 
ndl skilled in the Uack art^ bat a rery mild-tempered and 
I troll, except when proToked. Near the moantains 
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stood a turn called Hankadalnr, irben an old man then 
UreBL * 

Que day the troll came to him and said, ''I wiahyiffafla 
I die, to be bailed irhero I can hear the aoimd of heDa and 
nmning water; piomiae^ iherefoce^ to place me in the 
chuchjaxd at Hankadafair. Aa a aign of my deaths my 
large staff shall stand at your cottage4oor; and, as a 
reward lor barying me^ yoa may take ifhat yoa find in the 
kettle by the side of my body.** 

The fiurmer made him the promise^ and BergtiUr took 
kaToof him. 

Some time afterwards iriien the serrants went oat of 
the fiumhoase at Hankadalor early in the mormng; they 
found standing by the door a great wooden sta£^ and told 
the fiumer of ii Aa soon as he saw it he recognised it as 
that of Bergth&Ty and having caused a; co£Sn to be made, 
rode in company with scmie of his men to BUiM. When 
they entered the care^ they found Bergth6r dead, and 
placed him in the coffin^ wondering among themselTeB to 
find so large a corpse so light as his seemed to be. By the 
side of the bed the fiarmer discovered a large kettle^ and 
opened it^ expecting it to be fall of gold. But when he 
saw that it contained nothing bat dead leayes, he ianoied 
that the troll had played him ialse^ and was much wroth. 
One of the men, however, filled both his gloves with theae 
leaves, and then they carried the co£Sn with Bergth6r in it 
down to the level ground. 



ISO UQSRMa 

At tlie fcol of the bm tbey ttopped to rat^ and i^ 
nbo had takea the ka?Qa opened hie g^orea and fimnd thai 
ihej neve nul of monej* 

Thefiurmer eeemg tUi^ waa efandc with aatgnmhinmti 
and tomed back with eomeof hieaerranta to get thereat 
cf it; hat^ eeaidi aa thej wooU, thej could find no tneea 
cf cither cave or kettle, and were obliged to leaTO the 
■jwrntain diaaf po int ed, aa ererybo^ elae^ who oMide the 

ISmj bomd the bo^ of the troll, and the moond which 
maiked when they placed him ia caDed <<Bergth6r'a 
baiiow* totUaday. 

Wecannot condnde our atoriea of trcdla without giving 
m d c a alpti on of Ghr^la, a bugbear used to frighten children 
qniet^ which is afanoat horrible enough to frighten them to 
death. 

Ghr^la had three hundred heads, six eyee in each head, 
beaidea two Urid and ghoetly blue eyee at the back of each 
necL She had goat's horns, and her ears were so long as 
to hang dovm to her shoulders at one end, and at the 
other to join the enda of her three hundred nosea. On " 
eadi finehead inai a tuft of hair, and on each chin a tan- 
1^ and filthy beard. Her teeth were like burnt hm. 
Toeadi thi^ ahe had bound a sack, in which ahe used to 
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cany naiighty ohildreo, and abe had, moraorar, hoob Uke 
a hone. Besidea aU thia^ abe had fifteen taik, and on 
each tail a hundred bags of aldn, ewrj one of whidi hagi 
would hdd twenty duldnn. 

Gr^la had a hnaband named LeppaUdi, a a e a racro w, 
and thej had twentjr duldiw. In addition to tfaeae^ tfaej 
had thirteen moie (whom Qrfhk m reported to haire bone 
befiwe abe waa married to LeppaUdi the a ca re crow ) 
called CJhriatmaa-men, aa tfaey weie a ap poaed to eome to 
hnman abodea about Ohriatmaa time^ and take away the 
nan^ty children. 

More M told aboat all tfaeoe troUa wUeh k not worth 
repeating. 
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STORIES OF GHOSTS AND GOBLINS. 



( 1« ) 




MUBDBB WILL OUT. 

OnfffE upon a time, in a certain churchyard, Bome people 
who were digging a graTo, found a akall with a knitting- 
pin stack through it from temple to temple. The priest 
took the skull and preserred it until the next Sonday, 
when he had to perform serrice. 

When the day came, the priest waited until all the 
people were inside the church, and then fieuitened ap the 
skull to the top of the porch. After the service the priest 
and his serrant left the church first, and stood outside the 
door, watching carefully ereryhody that came out When 
all the congregation had passed out without anything 
strange occurring they looked in to see if there was any 
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I itOl wmMning iotide. Hie only penon tfaej aaw WM 
a TCfy old woama sittiiig behind the door, who ivm eo un- 
willing to leM6 the dnireh, that they were oompeDed to 
faoeherooL Ae ehe peased imdor the poichy three diope 
of Uood M bom the eknn on to her white hetd-dzen, 
aadeheeidaimedy'Alai^mindearwinoiitatkstr Then 
she eo nfc w od, that haying been oompeDed to many her 
lint fanabaiid agunst her will, ahe had killed him with a 
knitting-pin and manied another. 

She waa tried fior the mnider, thone^ it had happened 
ao naj yean back, and oondemned to doath 



Kmtill, tbm FanER or HAa/iYiiL 

There onoe UTed a priest at Hiaflarfk, whose name was 
KelilL Finding the churchyard rather crowded, he dug 
np a good many of the coffins, saying, "that they were no 
nee where they were^ bat only took np room,** and used 
them for firewood. 

Some time after, in a kitchen, three old women were 
sitting loond the fire where some of the coffin-planks were 
bomingp A spark flew out and set fire to the dress of one 
of them, and, aa they ^raro sitting ckse together, the flame 
quiddy oan^t the dnsses of the other two^ and burnt so 
fieroefy, that all three were dead before any one could come 
totUri 



157 



Next nigbt the priort mm a man ooma to hia bednde 
who nidy ^Do not endeaTOor to niika lOom in tha dnndi- 
yaid bjr tildng out our ooffini and buning them; yonne 
that I haiF6 alrady killed three old ivooMn, and if yon go 
on in thii way I will kill maiqr ibck% and fill up your 
giaTes fiir yon qiBDokflr than yon will like.* 

llie prieit took the waning^ boint no mora ooffiu^ and 
aaw no move c^ioati^ nor wen any move old women kiDed. 



WHm Gap. 

A oertein boy and girl, whoee namee thie tele telleih 
not^ onoe UTed neer a ohudL Hie boy being mia- 
ohieyooflly inclined, was in the hebit of trying to fri^^ten 
the girl in a rariety of ways, till ebe became at laat eo 
accustomed to hie tricks, that she ceased to care hr 
anything whateTor, patting down ererything stiange that 
she saw and heard to the boy's mischiaf. 

One washing-day, the girl was sent by her nM^her to 
Cotch home the linen, which had been spread to dry in the 
ohnrchyard. When she had nearly filled her basket^ she 
happened to look np^ and saw sitting on a tomb near her 
a figore dressed in white firom head to fixyt^ bat was not 
the least alarmed, bdiering it to be the boy playing her, as 
nsaal, a trioL So she ran up to it^ and palling ita cap off 
said, "Ton shall. not firightenme^ Am time." Theniriien 
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• 
fllie had finidied collecting the Unen she went home ; bat^ 

to her aetomahmenfr— fior he eoold not hate reached home 

beCoie her witfaoat her seeing him— the boy ivaa the first 

penoQ who greeted her on her amTal at the cottage. 

Among the hnen, too^ when it was eorted, was found a 
mouldy white aqp^ whidi appeared to be nobody's proper^, 
and wUeh was half fnll of eartL 

The neit morning the ghost (fer it was a ghost that the 
girl had seen) was finmd sitting with no cap npon its head, 
upon the same tombstone as the erening before; and as 
nobody had the comage to addreai i^ or knew in the least 
how to get rid of it^ they sent into the neighbouring 
Tillage fer adTica 

An old man declared that the only way to ayoid some 
generd calamity, was for the Uttle girl to replace on the 
j^iost's head the cap she had seLsed from it^in .the presence 
of many people, all of whom were to be perfectly sileni 
80 a crowd cdlected in the churchyard, and the little girl, 
going fixrward, half afiraid, with the cap, placed it upon the 
l^iost's head, saying; ** Are yon satisfied now ? " 

But the gbost^ raising its hand, gaye her a foarfbl bbw, 
andsud,^Tes; bat are j/on now satisfied?** 

The Kttb girl M down dead, and at the same instant 
Hie ghost sank into the gnm npon which it had been 
atting, and was no moie 1 
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Some jeun ago^ two friflodi mn convomg togstfaer 
on Ttrious aabjeeti» aod, among othfln, on coipni.' 

« If erer I hiqppen to find a dead iiiiii,"niltibeoB^ 
^lahaUdomybeatfiirit^aiidlNiiyii" 

"^ For my paii^"* nulled tbe oflier, "^ I dian tab no aiiA 
tnmUe, bat pass it by Uke any oflier canioiL* 

Some time passed away, and one day Eetill (tliat was 
the name of the latterX while ' oat walking; fimnd the coipae 
of an old woman lying in the load, bat paand by withoot 
paying the slightest attention to it 

Next nighty after he was in bed, this old woman appeared 
to him and said, 'No thanks to yoa for yoar ne^^ecC of 
me ; for you did me neither good nor eriL" 

And she looked so hamUe, that he jumped oat of bed, 
grasped a large knifo that lay near him, and diased the 
spectre from the hoose, corsing and swearing; and cijing; 
** Shall I stab yon, yoa old witch?" 

After this he went to bed again, and foQ asleep; then he 
saw the old woman a second time, holding her longm all 
clotted with Uood, in her hand, and making as if she was 
going to strike him with them. So he jumped oat of bed 
with the knifo, bat befoce he ooald reach her, ahe had dia- 
appeared. 

When he had got into bed again, and was asleep^ she 
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ouM a tfand tmfl^ and made m if she noiild stnngle him 
So a flmd time he jonqpei out of lied with the kniiB^ bat 
Ailed m leediing hflr hefiore ahe TBniflhecL 

And thii hag*e ghost followed the imheppj Eetin all 
Ub fif% end drore him with her wnth and spite into an 
mtimelj gmfe. Vhethsr Eetiirs friend erer finmd a. 
eotpse and had a dianoe of eanying out his diaritaUe 
intentions with regud to it^ thia atofynanatea not^ neither 
doea it so much aa hint at idiat lewaid he would hate 
got far hia paina. 

Bar Bona. . 

There were onoe two friends^ the elder of whom waa a 
dnmkanL It happened that the yoonger was betrothed 
to agiil,andhad incited the elder to hia marriage-feast. 
But befafe the time came the dnmkard died. Tbewedding 
ceremony was performed, and the ftaat held at the church 
m wUeh he was buried. 

That ni^^ the bridegroom dreamed that hia friend came 
to him, and addreand him in piteooa tones^aaying^^Poiir 
o«t one l^g of brandy into my gnm^ far my dry old booea 
meathint" 

Next moniing the bridegroom emptied a cask of bnmdy 
im to hb friend*a grsTe^ and nefer aaw Us g^bost sgain. 
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ThB BoT WBD WD HOT DOW WBAX FbAB WU. 

There mM ODoe a boy to oouaeeooi and spiited ikk 
his xdatioiis despaixed of erer frighfaning him into dbe- 
diciuK to their wiD, and took him to the piriih prioii to be 
faronght up. Bat the priort oonld not aiibdiie him in tiia 
leasts thongh the boj never ahoired either obstinaqr or ill- 
temper towaida him. 

Onoe in the winter thzee deid bodies were faron^ to 
be boriedy bat as it was lato in the aftemoon tliej were 
put into the eharch till neit day, when the prieii woold 
be aUe to bary theoL In thoae days it was the eostom to 
bory peoide withoat coffine^ and only wrapped ap in grara- 
dothes. The priest ordered these three bodies to be kid 
a little distance apart^ across the middle of the ehardhu 

After nightfidl the priest mid to the boy, ^ Bon into the 
chorch and fetch me the book which I left on the altar." 

With his osoal wiUingness he ran into the eharch, which 
wasqoito dark, and half wq^ to the altar stambled agunst 
something which lay on the floor, and fell down on his 
fece. Not in the lesst alarmed, he got ap agun, and, after 
groping aboat, feond that he had stombled over one of the 
corpses^ which he took in his arms and poshed into the 
8ide4Miches oat of his way. He tambled over the other 
two^ and disposed of them in like manner. Then, taking 
the book from the altar, he left the oharoh, shot the door 

L 
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Idmid Uai, Mi Sm tiM volnw to tbe priei^ vh> I 
Uaif heUeBeoataniaBjlUageitnaHiMiyk tba 

CMQffJL 

J «NotfhatIcaanMMber*Midtiiel»7. 

Ills piiaii arini aguB, * Did jm iiot find Aim 001^ 
lying acnm your pMngB?" 

«0h yo^* leplM Ih^ «bot wbit abo«t diflm?* 

-Did they not lie in your waj?"* 

"^ Tea, bat they did Mk hinder me.* 

Tbe priest asked, "^ How did yoa get to tbe altar ?* 

The boy replied, «I stock the good folk into tbe side 
iMDehei^ where they lie quietly eooof^" 

Ihe priest shook his head, bat end nothing more that 



Neit morning he end to the boy, ''Ton most leave me; 
I esnnot keep nesr me any longer one who is shamdffw 
cnoog^ to bresk the repoee of the dead.** 

The boy, nothing loth, bade fiurewell to the priest and 
his fiunily, and wandered aboat some little time without a 



Onoe he came to a cottage, where he slept the nighty 
and there the people told him that the Bishop of Skalholt 
WIS jost deed. So next day he went off to SUUholt^ and 
amring there in the erening, begged a night's k)dging. 
- Tlis people sMd to him, -Ton may haire it and wekxnne, 
bik joa most take care of yoorselfl'' 

« Why take care of myself so much ?" asked the kd. 




• " I%m1Atn ftUdbum m i^Ut Jhor ^tk§ t 
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They toU him that after the death erf the bishop^ no 
one oonld stay m the honae after nightfall, aa aome g^ioit 
or goblin walked about there^ and that on thia aoeovnt 
erery one had to leate the place after twiUght. 

The boy answered, ''Well and good; that wQl jnat aoit 
me." 

At twilight the people all left the places taking leaTO of 
the boy, whom they did not expect to see agun aliTe. 

When they had aU gone, the boy lighted a oandk and 
examined every room m the honae till he came to the 
kitchen, where he found large qnantitiea crfambked mutton 
hung up to the rafters. So^ aa he had not tasted meat 
for some time, and had a capital appetite, he cat aome of 
the dried mutton off with his knife, and placing a pot co 
the fire, which was still burning, cooked it. 

When he had finished cutting up the meat^ and had pot 
the lid on the pot, he heard a Toice fiom the top of the 
chimneyi which said, ** Hay I come down?" 

The lad answered, ** Tes, why not ? " 

Then there fell down on to the floor of the kitohsn half 
a giant, — ^head, arms, hands, and body, aa for aa the waial^ 
and lay there motjonfees. 

After this he heard another Toice finom the chimneyi 
saying, ** Hay I coioe down ?" 

''If you like," said the boy ; ''why not?" 

Accordingly down came another part of the giant^ from 
the waist to the thighs^ and lay on the floor motjonleas. 

La 



Thai he heud a tfaiidfoiee firam the Bune direetkm, 
^iUdi flttd, -Ibj I eome down?* 

"Qfoonne^* henpliad; "jmmink haTO BomeUmg to 
fltind iqpon. 

80 a InigBpair of l^andlset came down and hijhj 
tlie rat of the body, motioiikn. 

After a lit the boj, finding this want of mofement 
nflMrtedioofl^sttd, "8inoe jonhafeoontriYedtogBtyoor- 
self all in, jon bad better get up and go away." 

Upon tfaia tiie pjeoes crept togather, and tiie giant rose 
on bia Iset bam tiw floor, and, without uttering a word, 
slalkad out of the kitchen. The hd fiillowed him, tiU they 
came to a kigB haD, iniriiidi stood a wooden dbest This 
chest the goUin opened, and the bd saw that it waiftaU of 
money. Then the goblin took the money oat in handfiils, 
and pooled it like water orer his bead, till the floor was 
oorered with heaps of it; and, baling spent half the nig^ 
thus, spent the other half in restoring the gold to the chest 
in the like manner. The boy stood by and watched him 
filling the chest again, and gathering all the stray coins toge- 
ther by sweeping Us great arms Tiolently over the floor, as 
if he dreaded to be intermpted befine he codd get them all 
in, whidi the hd fimded most be becanse the day was 
anproacnmiE. 

When the goblin bad shut up the coffer, ho roshed past 
the hd as if to get oat of the hall; bat the ktter said to 
Urn, " Do not be in too great a hairy." 



^ 
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. ^ImiifltmakehaB^" iqilied the other, "te 
dawning.'' 

Bui the boj took him hj tiw deere and bagged him to 
remain yet a little longer for finflDdsh^'s sake. 

At this the goblin waxed angry, and, dntdimg hoU of 
the youth, said, "Now yon shall delay me no kiiger.* 

But the latter dang ti^^t to him, and dq^ied ost of the 
way erf erery blow he dealt^ and aonie time paaaed awi^ m 
this kind ct straggle. It happened, howerer, at lasl^ that 
the giant tamed his badk to tiie open door, and the boy, 
seeing his ohanoe^ tripped him op and batted at him widi 
his head, so that the other feU heatily backwardi^ half a 
and half oat cl the hall, and broke his spine upaa the 
threshold. At the same moment the first ray of dawn 
stnick Us eyes throagh the open hoase door, and he 
instantly sank into the groand in two pieces^ one eadi 
side of the door of the ball Then the eoarageoos boy, 
thoog^ half dead finxm fiittigae, made two orosses of wood 
and dioTe them into the groand where tiie two parte of the 
goUin had disappeared. This done^ he fell adeep till, 
when the san was wefl op, the people came badt to flkflhdt 
They were amaied and rgoioed to find him still alhne^ ask* 
ing him whether h^had seen anything m the night 

"Nothing oat of the oommon,** he said. 

So he steyed there all that day, both beoanae he was 
tired, and becaose the people were bth to let him go. 

In the evening; idien the people began as iMial to leaTO 
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the pboe^ he bagged them to stay, anoring them thii thqr 
would be tioaUed by neither fjboet nor goblin. But in 
spite of hie aaranmcee thej inaiated upon goin^ though 
thej kft him thia time without any fear for hia aafoty. 
DVhen they were gone^ he went to bed and alept aomidfy 
tin moniing. 

On the return cl the peopk he toU them all aboat hia 
atmgi^ with the goblin, showed them the crosBee he had 
set np^ and the dieatfiil of money m the hall, and aaBured 
than thai they woold nerer agun be troubled at night, bo 
need not leaTe the place. They thanked him moat heartQy 
far Ua apirit and cooragBy and asked him to name any 
reward he would like to reoeire^ whether money or other 
p tecioo a things^ inyiting him, in addition, to remain with 
tfaem aa long aa erer he choee. He was gratefol for their 
olEen^ bat said, "I do not care for money, nor can I make 
up my mind to stay knger with yoo." 

Next day he addressed himself to his jonmeyi and no 
persoasion codd induce him to remain at SkiUholt. For 
he said, " I hate no more business here, as you can now, 
irithout foar, Uto in the bishop's house.*' And taking 
leaTO of them all, he directed his steps northwards, into 
the wilderness. 

For a long time nothmg new befell him, until one day he 
caBM to a large caTC^ into which he entered. In a amaUer 
cava within the other he found twelTe beds^ aU in disorder 
Aa it was yet early, he thouj^t he could do 
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no better than employ hmieelf in miking them, and htm% 
made them, threw himself on to the one nearat fti 
entrance^ corered himself np^ and went to aleep. 

After a Httio while he awoke and heaid tlie yniem d 
men talking in the cave^ and wondering who had made tti 
beds for them, saying that^ whoever he was^ thsj wm 
much obliged to him for hia pains. He saw, co hnkiag 
oat, that they were twelve armed men of noble aspssL 
When they had had sapper, they came into the inner cave 
and eleven of them went to bed. Bat the twelfth man 
whoee bed vras next to the entnmce^ fimnd the boy in i^ 
and calling to the others they rose and thanked the kd fv 
having made their beds fiyr them, and bagged Urn to 
remain with them as their servant, fiyr they said that they 
never foand time to do any work for themsehres^ sa tiiey 
were compelled to go oat every day at sdnrise to fight their 
enemies^ and never retomed till ni^L The hd aaksd 
them why they were foroed to fight day after day? Thgj 
answered that they had over and over again faog^ and 
overoome their enemies^ bat that thoogh they killed i 
over-night they always came to life again befcre i 
and woald come to the cave and slay them all in 
beds if they were|iot ap and ready on tiie field at ■on- 
rise. 

In the morning the cavonmen went oat hDj aoMd, 
leaving the hd behind to k)ok after the hooselioia 
irork. 
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Abooi noon lie nent in tiw nme dinctioii •• tbe men 
Utikai,m<»dar to find oat whm tbe betOe^ield wm, 
nd Msom Mhe Ltd cqiied tt m tbe dMttw^ nnl^ 
to tbe cafe. 

In tiie efcning tbe wanion letorned neeiy and die- 
imted^bakivare g^ to find tbat tbe boj bad ananged 
eicrjrfliing te tbem, 80 tbat thqr bad notbmg mote to do 
tiiaa eai tbdr aiqiper and go to bed. 

*Wbflntbflj were an asleep, tbe boj wondoed to bimedf 
liowit eodd poenbty come to pase tbat tbeir enemieB loee 
eivy ni§^ fi«n tbe dead. So moved wHb coiioaity was 
be^ tbat as aoon as be waa sore tbat bis companioos were 
hti adeep be took wbat of tbeir we^iona and annoor bo 
Snnid to fit bim beat^ and atealing ook of tbe caTe^ made off 
in tbe dinetkm of ibe battle-field. There was nothing at 
fintto be seen there but oorpeea and tnmldeaB beads, bo 
be waited a Utile tune to aee what would happen. About 
dawn be peroeired a moond near him open of itself and an 
old woman in a bhe doak come out with a gjaas phial in 
ber band. He noticed her go up to a dead warrior, and 
baling picked up hie head, smear bis neck with some 
ointnwnt out of the phial and place tbe bead and trunk 
togetber. Instantlj tbe warrior stood erect^ a living man. 
The bag repeated this to two or three, until tbe boj seeing 
worn tbe secret of tbe thing, rushed up to her and stabbed 
ber to death aa weQ aa tbe men she bad raised, who were' 
jet sti^ and heavy aa if after aleep. Then taking tbe 
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phial, he tried whether he oould leme the corpni with 
the ointment^ and fiyond on esfaaaiad that he coald in 
80 'BOOceBBfiiUy. So he amneed hmaelf far a wkik m 
leviTing the men and InTHng than ^(p"^t iiDy aft aHBM^ 
hie eomfudoDB amTed on the field. 

Thej were mightily aetoniahed to eee hiaft tiw^ Mii 
toUhimthaithqrhadmiaBedhimaBwenMaQBaeefths 
weapons and annoiir; hat thflj were rqoioed tofadftnr 
enemies lying dead on the field inalead of hsi^g aEw 
and awaiting them m battle amy, and adoai the klkiv 
he had got the idea of thna going at night tothehitlli* 
field, and what he had done. 

He told them all that had paand, showed tksM Oa 
phial of ointment^ and, in older to pvofe its power, flaeani 
the neck of one of the oocpaea^ who at onee ion to lis 
feet, but was instantly killed agun by the ra^BMSi 
They thanked the boy heartily fiv the aflrrioe lia had 
rendered them, and begged him to remain among flbmi, 
ofiering him at the same time money far hie work. He 
declared that he was qnite willing, paid or nnpaid, to olqr 
with them, ae kmg ae thsy liked to keep him. She eaie- 
men were well pleased with hia answer, and hsving em- 
braoed the hid, aetio work to atrip their 
weapons: made a heap of them with tiie old 
the top,and burned them; and then, going into the: 
appropriated to themeehea all the h ea wu es tiiey 
there. After thk they propoeed the gyne of killing eaek 
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oUmt, to tiy 1|0W it ivas to die, M tfacj ooald restore one 
to life agun. So tfaej killed etch otber, but by 
tbeoielTes with the (Nntment^ tfacj at oboe 
tolife. 

Now thk was great qport for a while. 

But oooe, when thejhadeatofftheheadoftbehid, 

lliey pot it on again wrongBide before. And as the lad 

flaw Umself behind, he became as if mad with fright^ and 

begged the men to release him by all means fiom sndi a 

Bnt when the caTe^slk had ran to him and, eatting off 
Us head, plaoed it on all right again, he came badk to his 
fldl senses^ and was as fearless as erer befine. 

The boy KTed with them erer afterwards, and no more 
I are told aboat him. 



Thb Two Siouedubs. 

A fermer onoe bad a son named Sigordnr, who was so 
ilttenpered that no one could lite in peace with him. 

One day it happened that a man whose name was also 
Sigudmr, came to tbe fermer's boose and asked shelter erf 
him fer the winter, which the fermer consented to gite 
Urn. The stnnger did nothing bat play the flate^ and 
the feimeir^s son became so fond of him that he cared for 
■ohodyebs. 
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In the spring the ftnnger wmt away, and Sigain 
became bo sick of home-life thai he abo left tlie ium mk 
went in aeaich cl lag beloTed nameHake, From hom$ to 
house, fix>m pariah to pariah, and from diatriet to diataio^ 
he went^ ecmtinnally addng fer Signidnr. At laat at a 
certain priest's house where he made the nme UMpuj^ 
they told him that a man <if that name had jnat died thoa, 
and lay in the church. On being aJmittwl into thi 
church the boy sat down by the open coffin, jntrnding to 
watch oyer it all night 

At midnight the corpse ct Sigurdur (fcr it ntStj wu 
his friend) rose from the coffin and left the cknrdi, bit Ui 
namesake sat still and awaited hia return. At dawn thi 
corpse came back, but Sigurdur would not let him, in Mfk 
of his entreaties^ return to his coffin befiMne telHng ham ham 
he had spent the night outside the chuzdL 

So the dead man said, ** I haTe been looking of&t my 
money* Now I must get into the coffin.* 

''No,** replied the other; ''yon mw* first teU me wImr 
your money is.** 

*< In one ctf the comers of the femily-^ooflit* aaid Ihi 
other. 

''How much isjOiere of it?" 

"QnebarrelfnL" 

"Did you do nothing," agam inquired tlie jonllip'ba* 
sides counting your money ?* * 

The corpse denied it, but when the living Sigudv 
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ham to tell him how he had heen emptojed, on 

pain €f xefiiBiig to admit him into his coffin agydn, the 

other awwerod, ''Well, theni I hate killed tho priest's 

kdj.ivhohasjiMtfaadAchiR* 

^yfhj did joa oommit so mean a erime?" asked 



''Beeaaso,* replied the corpse^ ^during her U&time I 
tael to sediioe her, bai she always xesisted my per- 

""How did ymi kill her?** 

His dead agudnr awwered, "I drore all the life in 
kar hody into her little finger.'' 

^Gm she not be reviyed ?" asked the yoafh. 

''TesI If yon can nntie the thread that is round her 
fltger wiflioiit ahedding any Uood, ahe will oome to life. 
And now I really must get into my coffin." 

Ihs other ontyaDowed him to do so on his promising 
that he would not erer try to more again. 

In the morning; as soon as the snn was fbUy risen, 
Signrdnr left the chnrcfa and entered the family-roonb 
where he firand eterybody plunged in grie^ and, on his 
asking them what was tiie matter, they told him that the 
priest's wife had died in tho nig^t^ and nobody ooold tell 
her onmplaint So he asked permisBiai to see her, which 
was gnmled him, and having gone np to the dead woman 
and indone die eord iriudi he fimnd round her little finger, 
ha mged bade die life from it into her body, and ahe aat 
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up aUTO and ndL Tbai he ioU tbe prient abook b 
interview with tiie oorpee of Sigoidiir, and, to jnm Im 
words stiU farther, ahowed him the mooej Udda m tb 
comer of the ttaxatj-tooBL Hie priest ttanked Ub 
cordially for die good aerrioe he had dooe him, and ate 
this Signrdiir became as much belored as he had brfbn 
been hated* 



Thb BiiOQv oar MiuU. 

A kmg time ago, a deacon liyed at MyiU^ in E^ 
Qordnr. He waa in love with a giri named Gndrtn, who 
dwelt in a fium on the oppoaite aide of the TaUey; — p^r^ 
from his house by a riyer. 

The deacon had a horse with a grey mane^ whidi he was 
always in the habit cl riding, and which he caDed EazL 

A short time befixro CShristmas, the deacon rode to tin 
fiurm at which his betrothed Hied, and inyited her to joia 
in the Christmas festifities at Myild^ promiaing to tttk 
her on QiristmaB-eTe. Some time befixro he had started 
out on this ride, there had been heavy anew and fitoat; bat 
this very day there came so rapid a thaw, that the imr 
over which the deacon had saftly ridden, traoting to Ihi 
firmness of the ice^ became impaaeable daring the ahork tiaa 
he spent with his betrothed; the floods loae^ and h^ 
mamea of driitjee woe whirled down die i 
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because the ni^t wm noi soflSdently li^^ far the mooi 
was Uddfla far the time bjdouds. So saying, " Wait tlisa 
tin I bring a lights" went back into the house; bat ahe had 
no sooner shut the oater door behind her, than the knock 
was repeated, and Gudrdn cried ont from her room, *It ii 
some one waiting far me." 

As she had bj this time finished dressmg, she slipped 
only 006 sleere of her winter doak oo, and threw the rat 
oyer her shoulders hnrriedl^. When she opened the door, 
she saw the well-known Faad standing ontside^ and bj Urn 

a man whom she knew to be the deacon. Without a wnd 

ft 

he placed Gudrdn on the horse, and monhted in front cf 
her himself and off they rode. 

When they came to the rirar it was fixxnn orar, all 
except the current m the middle, which the' frost had not 
yet hardened. The hone walked on to the ice^ and lei^ 
oyer the Uack and rapid stream which flowed in tte 
middle. At the same moment the head of the deacon 
nodded forward, so that his hat foil oyer his eyes, and 
Gndrdn saw the large patch of bare skull gleam white in 
the midst of his hair. Directly afterwards^ a cloud moTsd 
from befoire the moon, and the deacon said — 

■* Thi moon glidoi, 
Death ridei, 

Seett thoQ not the white place 
In the haok of my head, 
Oarfio,Oaite?** . 
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~ WiU km for m% Gttte, QtftfB. 
WUt I Ml tddiV fkii, fkii, 
mwbtdfH^tiwbediair 

i tm hd gotm, 0«drfai aaw nour her in the draith- 
iwM itiiiiting^ Mi opm g»^ md ImJT ack 
i lo toe couch poidif tod iijiing the lope, 
lAebcDiwithanhercticngth. But as she begui to 
km, iho fdt ■ome one gnep her and poll io fierody 
r cbek theft it wie ton off her, letTing only the one 
into which she had thinet her ann befixe etartiiig 
ktm hamm. Thco turning lonnd, she eaw the deacon 
jjtmf haadVmg into the yawning graTc, with the tattered 
i Ua iMnd, and the heapa of earth on both aidea fiJl 
hiaiy and doae the grare np to the farinL 
GwMn knew now that it waa the deaoon'a ghoat with 
had had to do, and cootinned ringing the beUa 
I aU the ftm^rranta aft MyrUL 
noft aaM nigbft, after Qndrdn had got ahelter aft MyrUL 
and waa in bed, the deacon came agun from hia grate and 
aankanHiiiMl to drag her away, ao that no one conld aleep 
far tkanoMcf their atraggk 

Ikia waa icpaated every night fcr a Cortnight^ and 
Ovirte eaili nev« ha kft alone fcr n aingie inalML kaft 
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the goblin deiooQiIioiill get the bettor of her. FrantaM 
to time^ aleo^ a M^booring p i iee t eune nd nt m Ai 
edge of the bed, leading the Fkdms of Dmd to prateet 
her against this ghoetly peneootioD. 

Bat nothing awled, tiD thej sent far a man fioa lb 
north conntrjy skilled in witohenft^ nbo chg up a kqji 
stone from the field, and placed it in the middle of ib 
guest-room at MyrUL When the deaoon looe Oat a$f^ 
firom his gn^te and came into the hooae to tonnsnt Giidnii^ 
this man seiaed him, and bj nttering pofank apsDs 0m 
him, fafoed him beneath the stone^ and eiostised fti 
paasioDate demon that possessed him, so that thevshsfiBi 
in peace to this day. 



Thb Son or thb Goblut. 

The&rm Bakki (now called Prastbakki,inHrdtafjSri]ir) 
onoe stood farther north than it does now, and the lessom 
of its being mored firom its ancient to its present positua 
are as follows. 

It happened that a certain fimner*s son ooorted tbe 
daaghter of the priest who liTed at Bakld, but met with a 
refosal of his offers, which grieyed him so sorelj, Aat he 
fell sick and died, and waa baried at the choroh near the 
priest's boose. ^Dus had happened in sommer. Ihe 
winter fidlowing; people noticed a certain stnngeness in 

M 
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the demenoor of the priert^f daughter, fixr whidi they 
eodd noi aooomi 

Oofb efening; it happened that her fiMter-mother, an old 
noman and a wise withal, went out to the draiehyard 
with her knitting aa it waa wann enough and the moon 
had but few ebnda to wade through. 

Some time befim this, her feeter-child had told her that 
amoe hia death her old lorer had often been to see her, and 
fliat ahe feond herself now with child, whoee &ther had aa- 
■med her that the infimt would prote an ill-fiited one ; and 
Uia imfcrtonate girl had aaked the old woman to try to pre- 
Tent^ from that time forth, her ghostly loyer'a Tisita ; and 
it waa for thia pnrpoae that the good dame had gone 
out into the dimdiyaid. She went to the graTS of the 
joong man, whidi waa yawning wide open, and threw her 
hall of thread down into it, and haying done so, sat down 
on its edge to knit There she sat miiil the ghost came, 
who at once begged her to take up the ball of thread firom 
ibe gmTS^ aothat he might enter his coffin and take his 



' But the old woman said, ^ I haTe no mind to do so, 
widess yon teQ me what yon do oat of yonr graye thus at 
■ight- 

Ha aneweced, ^ I Tisit the priest's daughter, for he has 
no means of prarenting my doing so. Ere kmg she will 
tedefimedofaboy." 

Than the old woman aaid, "« TeD me this boy's fate.'' 
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''His fitter" leplied the oilier, «i% thit he wiU bi 
priest at BMif and the ehnieh with all its eongVQgitioi 
will sink down to heD the fint time he pfooonnooi tti 
blessing firom the altar, and then my Tengeanoe will b 
oomplete^ for the iqjoij the prieat did me in not alkmg 
me to many his danghter during my hfetime." 

** Toor propheqr i^ indeed, a great ooe^ if it meets wi& 
a folfilment^** answered the old woman; '^ hot aio then ■• 
means by whidi so honible a oorse oan be pterented?* 

The ghost replied, *The only means aio for aoneeM 
to stab the priest the mcmient he begins to pronoaes fti 
blessmg; bat I do not fonoy that anybo^ will 
that task." 

When she had gathered this infonnation, the old i 
said to him, ^ Go now into your gmte, and be snrs nsifsr 
again to oome out of iV* 

After this the old woman drew np her ball of Himi 
and the corpse leaped into the graTS^ over whieh tiie earth 
closed itsel£ Then she recited over the gmte i 
spells, which bonnd the corpse in its last rest for < 
retaining home^ told nobody what had passed i 
and the goUin-loTer. 

Some time afterwards^ the gurl was deliTered of A j 
healthy boy, who iA» bcooc^ op at BaUd by his : 
and his grandfather (thoogh the latter did not know whs 
its fother waa). In his early yooth people aaw tiial hi 
excelled all his companions both in mind and ho^; and 



180 



nbflD Ui eiuottioa m oomplete^ and he hid arriTed at 
lie ptoper age^ he became hk grandfather's curate. 

Now, the old woman saw that aomethmg miiat be done 
to pnifient the approaching iU-&te^ ao she went to her 8(m, 
who waa a man of great courage^ and one who did not 
aiuink fiom trifleai and toU him the whole story of her 
mtonriew with the gabUn, and begged him to stab the 
joong priest direct^ he b^gui to pronounce his blessing 
from the altar, promising herself to take all the conse- 
fiuoees of the deed. He was at first rery unwilling to do 
ilni^ bat when ahe pressed him with earnest entreaties^ he 
al kat made the promise she required, and confirmed it 
withanoaifa. 

At kngth the day came on whidi the yonng curate was 
to perfbnn senrice fi>r the first time^ and the large congre- 
gation assembled in the diuroh were struck with his elo- 
qnsnce and sweet Toice. But when the youth stood at 
die altar and raisedniis hands for the benediction, the old 
woman signed to her son, who rushed forward and stabbed 
kdm, so that he &11 dead on the spot HorroiHstruck at 
tiuB iBadal act^ many rushed forward and seized the mur- 
dsfer, but those who went to the altar to raise the priest 
iannd nothing of him but the top bone of his neck, which 
lay lAen he had been standing. ETery one now saw that 
what had happened was no erery-day murder, but that 
wamm goblin had had to do with it; and the old woman, 
: in the midst of them, told them the whole story. 
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When ihejr bad heizd it ihej reoofwed from 
and thanked her fixr her totm^ and her ma fa kii 
qiiickii68B and ooanga. Thej then perofl i Ted tint the md 
end of the ehuroh had tank down a little into tiie gnmi^ 
because the prieat had hadtime topranoimeedieflBtfa 
syllaUea of the Ueanng. 

Aflar ihia, the fam of BaUd WM 80 iMnnted I7 goliM 
that it was remofed from iti old to ili fwwnt ( 



Tn SxoBT w Qniicui^ who miumd BKEutwrnm. 

A certain man was named Eixi, the aom of Omm. Ha 
was the nephew of Hjdhniilfr, who had made Unself pos- 
sessor of Bldndnhlid, extending from the rirer JJjif&Ud 
to the riyer Nordmdi, and who dwelt at Hjflm^lfatwHr, 
and is baried in the hanow called Ulfrhaagu; m& of 
thefimn. 

Eaii came from Norpray, in company with Tyimflfr, 
made himself possessor of the land between Noidui ani 
Merkigil, and dwelt at the fam called Flatattf^a; w^an- 
upon he was named TdngnUiL 

He had a son, Thorgrimnr, a strong and wise man, wim 
married Ashildur^ daughter of Thorbsandur, of Tborim^ 
stadir, in NofduMalur, and with her he iecsiy«d the pio- 
perfy belonging to the fam Silfrastadir, where ha b^gm ha 
life aa a famer, and beoame tery wealthy in (looks and hsria 



( 
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Thoriwndnr fired at ThorbEandaBtadir, to a high age^ 
and poBBened, hesideB ihis fium, ono called HaukagiL At 
the finner of theee he hnilt the fiunoua hall, so much 
ipolDai of in the SagM, thzongh which the hi^^way nun, 
mben there were taUea of proTiriona always ready tar 
enrj paaser-by. Thorfarandnr was boried on the other 
•de of the xiTer Nordnri^ where a large moand was 
ndied above him, in a place he ha4 himself chosen, whence 
he could see ofor both Thorbrandsstadir and HaukagiL 

Thoigr&nnrof Silfrastadirhadason by his wife, named 
CMnrar, who was one of the handsomest and best-grown 
men in SkagaQofdur. He had also a daughter, named 
logibjotg; idio was both winsome and wise^ and was 
looked vpoQ as one of the chief ladies in all that neigh- 
Vw ifli oodi 

Thoigrfmnr had large flocks, as his pastnie-gnmnds were 
good, and was therefore in need of an actite herdsman, if 
ha wished all to go well with his sheep. Once it happened 
Umi a Teasel from Norway came into the harbour of Eol- 
beinsa kte in the summer. Ihorgrimur, with many other 
frnners^ rode down to the ship, the merchants of which 
had on board, besides other wares, a certain bondman 
Skelj^ngar. He was tall, strong, and of an in- 



Ihorgzimnr, being apprised by the merchants that this 
■an was for sak^ went to him and aaked him for what 
hewasiii. 
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Skeljibgiir an^^rered, " Thxalk aro not fit far nek 
Bat in good weather I hare not refiiaed en now to wafeok 
sheep, and if yon wiQ, I can do io atilL'* 

Thorgrhnnr aaid, * I will risk biqring jon if 70a wiD 
gnaid my aheep, whidi aio nnmaroui^ and flieir |i4i»i 
daagerooa. 
" Do as 70a like^* answered Skoljdngiir. 
So the fiurmer pnrdhased this hondman, and took Hm 
home to Sil&astadir, where he wimnwnned his dntis as 
herdsman towards the beginning of the winter, and Iho^> 
grimnr soon peroeifed that the man had the sinngdi and 
oomnge of two^ in everything he nndertooL 

Skeljungmr was Tery obedient to his master, but eoilft 
not agree with the other men of the him, and least of all 
withGifmnr. 

Amongst the senrants at the &rm was a 
named Bdla^ who was fiendishly erikoAinded and ] 
insomnch that nobody oodd eome to any 
with her. Many fimded that her nature partook of that 
of the trolls; and her qnaneb with Ske^dngor wen as 
fierce and fineqnent, that the fiurmer had repeated^ la 
interfere between them. 

At last^ Bdia ran away fixmi Silfirastadir in a fit of iag% 
and erezy one was sonTinoed that ahe had taken np bar 
abode in a deep rooky gnl^ near the fimn. In thia golf 
there were three hi^ watear&lH aa a little rmr lan 
throned i^ . ^Dm appnaek to the two kwer onea wm dift- 
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eott ; td tiia i^pnnoit oofl^ imdflr wUeh Bfia WM iiq^poari 
to bate trioen up her abode in a ea^ neufy impoiMbh 
Aoi ibk place she infeeted the nei^^iboiiriiood, part of 
wludi, wifli iliB golf itself waa idieeqiMolIy 0^ 

Qnoe^ enty in the winter, ThofgEfmur lost fire of Ua 
bert neihfln from Skeljingnr^s keeping, and it naa aia- 
peeted tbat Bfia had taken them. Skeijnngor becttnoTery 
cnm at tfaii^ and wanted to find out whether ihe had taken 
ihem or noL But the fiurmer entreated him to nm no 
each xisk, eeBoring him that it would be fiur better to 
nmain qnieL The man obeyed him, and, fixr the present^ 
deoited from any aeaieh into the matter. 

Next aotmnn eig^t wethen were loet from SkeljiSngnr^a 
ehaige^ who etill did not endeaTonr to find them, as the 
fittmer had begged him not to do eo. 

The third antmnn ten more were k)et^ and then SkeU 
jdngnrbeceme eo enraged that he wodd not listen in the 
least to what the fimner said. So he ran off in a state of 
blind and mad lage^ like that in which the warriois of old 
could fight their best^ and hastened to the gul^ and oyer 
the wateifrU into the cate; which k^ has been sinoe 
oJled ""SkeljiSngar's leap.** 

Now, alter this, nothing distinct is known concerning 
Ins stmgg^ with Bdia; bat the story tuob, that^ after a 
Aerae and long fight with her, he contrired to suffocate 
hsr in the deep pool beneath the fidL This done, Skel- 
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jitngiir leliinied to the fium, tad ail tbat hafioiflied Hm 
stealing of his sheep ivould not be continiied now; M 
Thorgrfmar, fiur from pleMed, hell his peace. 

People soon firand that Skeydngnr's temper had beoGOM 
more diabolical than erer, since his stmgg^ with Bdk^ so 
that it became ahnost impossible to taneat with him; but be 
stQl continnel fittthfol and attached to his master, and so 
tone passed quietly on. 

Now we must return to Grfmv, the son of TlioffgiABiir, 
who had lifed with his fiither to manhood^ and was now 
the most actite of all his feUowB. 

One day Grfmnr came to his fiither, and said, * Adfanoe 
me some money firom my inhmtanoe. I wish to traial 
hence and become acqnaintel with the customs of other 
conntries; for to sit here at home like a girl will pro?e but 
a scanty adyantage to me." 

The fiurmer replied, ** You shall not need to ask twio& 
I will give yon money enough; but I hate a foreboding 
that at some fiitare time we shall need you here ; and then 
you had better be at home than away; and I foar that yoa 
will hare some great dangers to OTeroome.'* 

GMmur answered, **! will nm the risk;" and after this 
went on board a yessel bdonginjg to some Norway m6^ 
chants, with plenty of money for his trarels. He took an 
affectionate leaye of his fiither, and sailed away. But flie 
ship had started Tery kte, baring been prevented fiom 
sailing by the Greenland ice, and when once at sea^ was so 
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luud tcMnd bj donns, as to lose her way and be driyeii 
htflHT and iUther all the rart of the sommer. At the 
approach of the winter, they were, in a heaTj Bnow-Btorm, 
catiied near the ahorea of an unknown coontrj, where 
thse was no harbour, and where the eoaat waa aanoanded 
bjeSiEk Here they were wreeked, and ererj life was lost^ 
and an the movhandiae ewaOowed bj the waies; Gi^nr 
alone being able to awim to ahore^ where he wandered 
about fivkm and tired, not knowing whither to g«>y till he 
heard the aoond of aome one catting wood near him. He 
went in that directioo, and firand a yoong and etnmgly- 
boilt man, hewing wood with a large axe. 

Qrbam aafaited this youth, who oonrteonaly reoeiTed 
Urn, and asked him aboat his joom^, and how he had 
coma them. 

CMnrar answered, *I am an Icelander, byname Gi^nr. 
Ky dup^ with all its merchandise and all my companions^ 
Imb been wrecked, and all lost bat myseUl Tell me now, 
to what land I haye been driren ; who is its raler ? and 
whom do I now address ? " 

The other replied. "lamyoar namesake, for my name 
ia also Grfmar. You hate come to the wildernesses of. 
Greenland, a long way tnm the thickly-inhabited districts; 
Tami mj firfher's hut is not &r hence. His name also is 
Gifarar, and my mother^a Thdrhildor, and I hare a sister, 
two years older than myself named Ingibjorg. No one 
also fifes in the hoose^ nor hate we many neighboors. 
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Now, as matten stand, I think jon oia do no better dm 
Moompany me home to my fiither, appeal to Ua good 
feeling, and see what eemea of iL And I aappoae he nSL 
do better who aids yoa than he who ia agunafc yoiL* 

To this the Toelandie Oiimv agreed, and the yooog ma 
went towaida the hut together. 

The eottage was neat and atron^ baQt^ and the Gxeen- 
land Gifmnr brought hia nameeelre mio the loom iriMn 
Us &ther waa Bitting ; an old man of noble aqpeel^ hib 
far hia age, and actiTe in aU hia morementi. £Ba wifi^ 
an aged woman, waa Tery neat in her ixem, and impong 
in her demeanour. 

The old man nJuted hia eon kmdfy, and and, * Who ii 
the yonng feUow with yoa?" 

Hie son replied, * He is an Icehnder who haa been 
wrecked on the ahore^ and haa ket all hia pnanrmiiaia I 
beg yon, my fiither, to help him, far he ia an honoimUe 
and well-bom yoath." 

Hia fiither aaid, * I waa not ciixioiia ooneeming hiaii, 
bat as he haa been driven to ahore^ lo the oonqttaaioB ef 
hia faUow-creatarea, take him with yoo, my aoo, we Ul 
him weloome far the winter." 

The yoong men ^^*^^fd the fiurmer far hia ^"^^^ttff 
and from that time booame^aa it were, hrothera. IngibjOcg 
waa a noUe and knrely maiden, and ehe and the Ti^^Uiui^ 
became moch attached to one another, \i which ao ana 
wondered, aa aU were fand ef him. 
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So the winter paned, until ihortly before Ghrietmae- 
time^when it happened one day, that the farotherB, while 
gathering drift-wood on the abore, aaw a* monster in 
woman's form, with faurge and lepnhdfe coontenanoe^ ap- 
proaching tf^<»W| 

Sbeaddiened them with these worda:— ''I must tell 
JOB, ygong men; that my mother Skr^ma, who lifes in 
the moontainSyinTites yon to her CShrisfanas fortijitieB, and 
IB Tery anxioiis that yon ahonld aooept her inTitation^** 

The youths answered her only with cnrseB^and spnmed 
her imitation; whereqKm she at once disappeared. 

When they came home kte in the erening, the old man 
asked them whether they had any news for him, bat they 
«id they had nothing new to relate to him. Hecontiniiedi 
howefer. *I am sore that yon haTS seen something 
urasoal, and that yon will not reftise to tell me the truth 
about ii** 

80 they told him that they had seen the monster, and 
lang^ to scorn her injitation ; ''for,** they said, ^ what 
cared we for her ?^ 

The old man answered, ** It will not do for yon to reject 
her injitation. And now, I will giye you some nsefiil in- 
formation. In the moontains some way from here, is a 
Talley with a caTe in it, in which lifes a trollwoman, 
Jarnganhir by name^ who is an awfol and malignant 
craatnra. Her tiro danghters lite with her, Skinnbrdk and 
Wrimihetta» who are tery dangeroua to hate to do with. 
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Now, because I and Jiafgatiat bate fiv long beenoppoied 
to one another, and I bate alivaya had the adtastage^ ibi 
will seek to take Tengeaiioa vpoii joii,1ijh« traU'antL 
Bat it will not do fiv yos two to go bj jomaelTea to ImTi 
therefore I and my dog Chrfmill will join jour taunguj. 
This J^bigeidiirk the wont tran of all the infandtab^ 
and apoQ whomaoefier her during ojea shall iJI,liewiIliot 
aUte beneath their glaie^ in that tery hoor. Thsnfaen 
must make all posnble preparatiooi^ and take ovvy i»- 
caation, if wo wish to escape finom her alhe.** 

The young men bagged the old frcBisr to make far Am 
erery needful preparation, declaring that they trastsd na- 
pUoitly in his great experieDoe. 

On the morning of Ghristmss-ero they left flie hot; ksi 
to reaoh the Talley throu^ heaty snow drifb^ and woald 
hare lost their way to it^ had not the dog GMbndU found 
the path for them. In the erening they saw befoio than 
a large care in some robksi and foUowing the narrow pn- 
sage, came into it. There was a blazing fire in the mn, 
by which two young, monstrous^ and hideons troUwooMB 
were sitting. ^ 

The one, Skinnbr6k,said to the other, Skinnhetta, "Seel 
we shall not lie alone to-night^ and to-morrow we will est 
those young men up for our Christmas fosst But if tbii 
old Grimur can carry out his intentions, we shall all pociih. 
I would that the old man could hate some punishment fcr 
his ouriosity in coming here against our wilL** 
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Thn Grfairar the ToahiMW went dose to the fiie and 
Mid: ""Is the GhristniM meil xeidy? and the tiOde 
dimed?'* 

The nstansbHrted at this, and spiBQg to their feet; and 
Skumbrdk lan towaida Giirnnr' the Icelander, to atmggle 
iriih him, nying; *I snppoee you will not oonnder yonr- 
mU the wofae treated if you embrace each a fine lady as 
ayad^ befime the Quistmaa ftaat ? ** 

Then they fimght together with famte fhryy and daahed 
one another ficom comer to comer of the oare. After a 
while the Tfriandiy fimnd that^ troll aa ahe was, ahe began 
to flag and loae her breath ; then he tried to trip her up, 
and at hat flmig her down ao that her neck was broken, 
and he left her dead, he himself being taxed andbmised 
after the atmggle. 

Now Sdnnhetta, in her torn, attacked Giimnr t)ie 
Greenkndery and they had a long and fierce fight, each 
tiying to throw the other into the fire ; bat at last 
Oiimnr succeeded in lifting her up firom the ground 
and hurling her, head finremoet^ into the boiling ketUe^ 
whero he kept her till she died. After that he rested 



Meanwhile^ the old troU-mother had attacked Orimnr 
the &ther, and their struggle was a deadly one. When 
the koiheiB aaw that their fiither began to lose strength, 
ibsy set the dog Orimnll upon the troIL The hoond fiew 
WKwatgAj at her, and tore her side so that her entrails were 
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seen, and tbe dog iwt ihflm ooL At tbk the trail M 
down, and in dying fixed a honible and fjbmiOjfjkn mftm 
Or^dll, tin the dog rotted beneath her qr«i, and cn^ 
to dust at her feet ; and thna died Jifangetdnr and the dtg 
that bad slain her.' 

Then the men lig^ited a great fire oiitBde the eaf«^ «i 
burned the bodies of the three troUs. ThejfiNmdowrfti 
bed of the old troQ a spear, wUdi was a great mntj; 
glittering as g^asi^ and adorned with gold. After Urn 
ibefj searched all through the eaie^ and fcond aany gpol 
things and Talnable ; all of wUdi thej bound into bodki 
and took away with them, the old Gifmmr carrying ^ 
spear, and returned home. 

Here Qrfmnr the Toelander dwelt fixr a long tiae, 
bebred by them all, but by none more than by fte 
daughter, Ingibjorg. 

The story now returns to Iceland. It happened that fte 
winter after Gifmnr^s departure^ a meeting ' 
at Hofinannaflot To this many of the strongest 
the conntry, and^eren the giants and the 
came to make trials of their strength in wrestling. Then 
came also Lig^Ufor, the son of litiUr^ WhenhscssM 
book this meeting in the sonth, down the monntuns to At 
Skagaf jfirdnr, he had to cross the rirar Nordosii Vf^'^ 
to Silfinstadir. It was late m the day, and the snov 
drifted heatily, and just now ligOfiir saw a man d 
hoge statue striding towards him akmg ths bank d 
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die m«r. The giuit Mfaiied lAgOtar, and asked lum 
wlMit news he had to teH UgOhr told him aU the 
most important news^ and asked with whom he was 
speaking: 

The other answeied : ^ I am Ske^jdngnr, and I come fiom 
mj fbcks. I daie say you aie a great and strong man, 
hot I am cold with standing orer my sheep all day, and it 
would he good sport finr ns to wrestle a fitile^ to warm 



L^igflfiirieplied: * I hare finr some time had good sport 
m wrestling with giJknt men, hot although yon look like 
a rascal and a troD, I will not nefose to wrestle with yon* 
Let each BMm kok to himseU:" 

SkeQdngor consented to tins, and haTing thrown off 
their outer ekthes, they began to wresUe. L^ig^Ufor soon 
Celt that Skeljdngiir had the strength of two strong men, 
and that he must not spare his own strength against him. 
Now they wrestled with sQch fhry that frozen stones started 
hoBk the ground beneath their feet When Lagalfiir 
was tared of this nndedded struggle, he tried to trip up 
Us adTersary, and a fit of blind madness and heroic fory 
sued them. At kst L^lgflfor lifted Skeljdngar by his 
Up and threw him so high, that when he M both his 
tU^ were broken upon the frozen ground, and both his 
■hooUen diskiosted. Then his enemy set upon him with 
ndi rags that he left him at the point of death. 
After this, UgOfmr went to the frrm Silfrastadir, where 
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all the peofde were already anemUed in tlia fcadj^ooai, 
and Bang outside the window a lene, telling liow he U 
fon^t with and eabdned SkeljdngQr. 

*" Quicklj over the Mrth I na. 
And dealt with that moallj shephenlHiMHi ; 
The itrength-iiaUog thndl himeelf hrooght it to te 
lliat be iboald be dealt with io haidlj hgr M. 
The hair-brained fellow wjm beaten, and fNmd 
A good drubbing on the ttaoj grooad. 
Skeljungor ecMQelj will find him agun 
To watch hie iheep and to guard the pen.* 

From this turn he went to another hoose^ named 

Frostaetodumy and stopped at that end of the honse at 

which thefiftrmer slept, where was a window throoghiriiidi 

he could see into the house. He saw the frnner mtting 

thersy a grey-headed man, and heard him snolding Ua wife 

for haying taken a handful of meal from the leather aaek 

hanging in the roof over the fiumer's head, and at last he 

struck her with his hand upon the dieek, so that aba wepL 

Then Ldgalfor thnist through the window the qwar wh^ 

he held in his hand^so as to cat the cords of tlia leather 

meal-bag, which fell down suddenly on the fimner^s head, 

and sent him fiunting to the ground. As soon aa he saw 

that the fiurmer had reoorered hie aenses^ he retired fnm 

the window and san^ — 

** Hie meal-SMk fell ftom the roof above 
Upon the old man% pate^ 
And the beaten wile eat bewaUing her fele 
Till ligilfur^e epear avengBd the sweet love.* 

V 
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Thn UgOfbr went liome, and henoefinrtti is no more seen 
IB our storjy whidi retains now to Silfinastadir. 

The &rmer bogin to suspect something about Skd- 
jdngor, when he heard L^ig^Ufor sing at the window, and 
he snp pose d that the ktter had left the henfaman miable 
to he^ himsel£ He therefore ordered his senranti to 
aeardi Sx Ske)jtfngnry bat thej ooald not find him, as the 
ni^t was Tory dark. Early in the morning, the fiurmer 
started off with his men to aeardi again for him. They 
dis co rered the i^aoe where L^lg^Ufor and Sroljdngar had 
fmgfat, by the trodden groand, and the stones which had 
been kicked up by their feet, bat of the man himself they 
coold find noQiing. ' 

* After a little time people bogan to be aware that Skdr 
jiSngor did not lie qoiet in death, and that he was a goUin, 
«nd now fited in the mountain ek)se to Silfirastadir. And 
it became dangerous to pass throagh the Talfey, for he 
used to kill the horses of traTeUerSy and their dogs, and 
mislead th e mse l ves. But Thorgrimor receiTed the worst 
harm of all tnm, him; finr his herdsman was killed the 
fi)Dowing Ghristmasi and the same fittal thing took place 
tin the third Canrkfanas. 

Now the story returns to Greenland again. Qifmur 
the Toelander had Kted there in all happiness with the 
good fiomer and his &mily all this time. He had learnt 
many thingi^ and excelled ererybody in faiaTery and 
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Qnoe in t^ hst tpring the old fiurmer OMM to 
said to him, ''TIub ni^I hsfe mmmuij ynmam^mil 
suppoflo that your &ther is in hud need of joo, far )m 
herdsman has beoome a dangeroiia goUin, deatrajing ha 
properly and killing Ui aenranti^ and L teU joa that jot 
are the only man eapable of kiDing tUa mooater. Kov 
you shall make ready to return to Iceland, and I will gne 
you a litUe ship finr the Toyage^ in wfaidi Gifmnr, my aoa^ 
and Ingibjorg, my daughter, shall aooompany jon. I m 
that your lines of £ite lie together, and on your arri^ ia 
Iceland, you will marry your aiater Ingihjorg to my aoa 
Grfmur. He will faring her hither, but will retun agn 
to Iceland, where they will rear their fiunily. Ton fa^ 
tune, howoTer, will lead you away from your nattre land; 
but in whaterer company you mo?e^ you will ahn^ be 
the foremost and best And now I will equ^ you far 
your journey as wdl as I can." 

Qrfmur the Torfandflr thanked the old man ht his kidt 
gifts, and promised to fidlow his ad?ice. 

When the ioe had disappeared, the young men pnpued 
their Teasel far their Toyage^ and the farmer gvm ttesi 
CTeryihing they required, of the best quality. To tfM 
Iceknder ho gate many rarities, and, among othen^ tfn 
troll's spear which they had faund in the ea^e^ and, aa he 
deliTerod it into his hand, said, ""I think thia will wear 
through many a foug^ combat'* 

After thia the old Orhnur bade farewdl to his cUldnn 

v2 
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and to Ui fokire aon-iii-kw, and wished them God-speed. 
80 thej weij^ied anchor and Bailed away into the Oxeen- 
kad 86% and a long and nmgh passage thej had, between 
the atomqr weather and the ioe, bat at last they came 
mUtj into harbour in the month of the river Blanda, two 
days befcie Christmas. 

The Icelander said, "* I will ride as speedily as possible 
northwaids to Bilfrastadir, and I shall be none too early ; 
bat do yoa wait by the ship till my return.'* 

80 he i»ocared two of the best riding-horses in the 
neig^iboarhood, and rode, dressed in glittering armoor and 
-carrying the troll's spear, along Blanda up through 
Yatasskard. The snow had drifted, and the roads were 
heafy, bat he rode so fiist that, as the tale goes, one of his 
hotses died in the middle of the joumeyi ft&d the other by 
tlie wall of the grass-field of Silfirdnarstadir. 

T¥hen he arrived there it was Christmas-ere, and the 
day fiur spent, and he went in to his fistther, who reoeived 
him with great joy. Then he went to the £unily-room 
and threw off his riding-dress. He saw that all the people 
of the household looked sorrowful, and as he knew what 
tras the cause of their sadness, he questioned them about 
Skdjungor's habits. They told him that all night this 
goUin used to sit outside of the sleeping-room roo( lock- 
ing his beds into it, and that he was so dangerous, that 
no one dared go out after nightfall. 
Orfanur saw lying on the floor the fresh skin of the ox 
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which had been killed 6x the GhriBtmas feut^ so he took 
it and cat out of it three strong ropes, and after that went 
out of the honae^ and directed his steps southward, carry- 
ing the spear in one hand, the ropes in the other, till he 
came to a mound called, after him, OifmshdQ, where he 
found a stone standing on the south side^ faroad at flie 
bottom and nanow at the top. Grfmur went to it^ and 
pierced three holes throu^ it with his spear. Into these 
holes he put the three ropes, and made, hj means of 
loops, three nooses, which could be drawn tig^t agunst 
the stone. This accomplished, he returned hcnne^ where a 
meny CShristmas fiaast awaited him, jbr every one was fjUi 
of his return, and none more so than his fitiiher. As flie 
night advanced, Qrfmur begged all the people to go to bed. 
. The servant men of the fiurm slept in a dormitory near 
ihe entrance, where there were many beds. Grimur lay 
down on the bed nearest the door, wrapped up in the fresh 
ox-skin from which he had cut the cords, and through the 
head.of which he could see the door. One lamp was burn- 
ing in the room, flhd Grimur told all the others to be 
neither afraid nor troubled if anyone should come uncere- 
moniously into the house. Every one, with silent dread, 
expected Skeljungur, and thus, in perfect quiet, some part 
of the night was spent. 

After midnight some one was heard to mount on to the 
house and ride astride of the dormitory roo( kicking his 
heels with such fruy that erery rafter cracked again. 
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Thm this home rider jumped down, and, ooming to tbe 

door, IMlPBd it op6D« 

Ske^ffalgiir (finr it wae he) rolled hie horriUe ejee round 
the room, tiD none of the men ooold more for four. When 
hi mm tfaet there was a new aleeper in the room, he went 
19 to the bed nearest the door and canj^t hold of the ox- 
akin, bat Orfannr held it so ti^ that the other ooold not 
move it Finding this, the other polled with all his 
strength; but Grfannr pat his foot against the wainsoot^ 
and poshed against him till he broke the wainscot down« 
Tbok m their straggle thsj arriTed at the door; and 
Gifamr, seeing that he ooold not resist Skeytbgor except 
bj sfaatagem, k j on the skin and let the other drag him 
oat^ planting his leet^ howerer, against ererything that 
came in his way, and thos thej came to the ooter door. 
Skeljdngar dragged the skin from the door across the field, 
in a sootherly direction, bat Gifmor made tbe dragging as 
difBeolt for him as he coald by planting his feet against 
every hiUock and oTery stone that they passed. Actiye as 
the goblin was, he now began to be tired, and at last they 
came to OrfmshiUL 

By this time the ni^ was for adyanced towards dawn, 
and Grimor fought then and there more fiercely than erer, 
eontrifing finally to bind him to the stone by means 
of the nooses whidi he had prepared. Haying secorely 
ftsfamed Skeyungor to the rock, he went home in order 
to pfoeore fire and foel for baming him. 
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But when be came back be fimnd tbat botb Skeljdngiir 
and tbe afame bad disappeared. He judged tbat tbe dixe^ 
ikm tbe goblin would bare moat probably talun with bis 
load was a aoutberly one, down tbe slope of tbe mountain, 
80 be followed tbat way. After a wbile be saw before 
bim Sroljingar dragging tbe great atone bebind bim with 
great di£Scalty. Tben Giimnr ran np to bim and cat off 
bis bead, and, fetching tbe fire and fbel, burnt bim tben. 
After tbat be took bis asbes to a wdl ekm by and tbzew 
tbem in, and, according to tbe eonent story, two fishes^ 
ootered witb blue bair, sprang fiom tbem, and Ured then 
ontil tbe Nordari changed its coarse and swept orer the 
well, when tbe fishes disappeared. 

Tbe stone, bound to which Ske^jdngar lost his second 
liia, is yet to be seen standmg by tbe bi^way, sonk deep 
into tbe ground, and there is still one bole TisiUe, which 
was pierced by the iron spear. 

Tbe poet Hjflmar J6n88on, who has written this story, 
asserts that he has seen, in his youth, two boles in tbe 
stone, tbe lower <mw of which was ck)se to tbe surfiuse of 
tbe earth. But this was forty years ago^ and nobody can 
tell bow large the stone may be. 

On the spot where the goblin was burnt, was afterwards 
built a form called Skeljibgastadir, which is mentioned in 
Sturliinga, for Eydlfnr the Yebement rested there with bis 
men when be attacked tbe Earl Gissur at Flugam^ 
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giB«^gAAlln»^ or tlis care of Skeljdngiir, k abo to be 
fiyond in the adJMent mountauL 

Now ne wfll letom to Giimnr, who went home after 
tfaiistnigi^Tery weary. Eterybody in the &nn thanked 
Um with fair woida ton. the riddance he had made, and 
emrjhoij agreed that no one was hia eqnal in all Skagit 
Qftdnr. Now he told hia &ther about hia journey to 
Greenland, and mentioDed all the conditiona he had made 
with Ua Greenland finenda, aaking him fiankly to con- 
aent to them, tat that he had to thank thoae men finr 
Ua pteaonration; nor, deolazed he^ would hia aister be 
better off with any huaband than with Grfanur the Green- 



Thorgifmur aaid that all theb agreementa ahould stand 
imbioken. * And my daughter" he continuedy ^ shall go 
with your friend to Greenland, fer I know that they will 
letum and settle in Icdand to rear their family around 
them.* 

Grfmur thanked his fiither for his kind answer, and his 
sister^s departure fiom home was prepared for with all 
possible liberality, and both her fiitber and brother accom- 
panied her to the Teasel lying in the mouth of the Blanda. 
ThorgE^Biur gaTO her a large number of gold and silTer 
omammt^ and to Grfanur the Greenlander a new body of 
mSkn, sending also with him gifts fiur the old man in 
Greenland. Ihen they parted in affection, and when 
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Thorgiimiir kiand his dmghtar ai ftiewcD, he w^ \m 
of fiitherly love. 

With a £ur wind^Orfaiiiir the Gieenlenaflr i 
sailed ftwaj. 

Thorgrimnr and hia aon rode northwuda to SQflDaihi^ 
taking with them IngibjSrg of Gieeolaiid, who waa bobl 
upon aa Tory beaatifol, and who made a nfjbik goodwib; 
for, a abort time after thiai GMmmr manied her, and ftai 
marriage was a hKppj one. It waa aooii Somai flM 
Grfmnr, after his atmggle with the goblin, had baooM 
reiy irritable^ and it was impossible tat Ua «*^^«" 
to agree with him; so thaj indnoed him to go aoolhyti 
Borgar-Qordiir, bat haying dwelt a short time thsn^ h 
sailed £rom Iceland with his wife Ingibjoc;^ and aettled ia 
Sweden, where he raised up a fiunil j, and none of bii 
descendants are known to hare come to Iceland. ' 

And where he dwelt he becanie ceUnted fv \m 
biaTery. 

People aaj tfaCt Orfmnr the Gxeenknder letsned to 
Iceland with hia wife Ingilgorg, and aettled ai Sb^ 
between Skaga^ordnr and Hinafl^ 

His son waa Thorgrfmnr, the Weatherwiae^ who fifed at 
Eeta. 

His aon was Orimmr, who fived at Hafiur. 

His aon agun waa Gifmnr, who Uved thero after Ik 
other's death, at the time when Thorgerdnr Kolka csm 
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firam Hormtxandir and built the turn called E<dkimeB| 
tnvtmg henelf to Qifmnr's honoiir. 

TbeprieatEydlfarof YeDirmeatioiiaherinhis ''Anti- 
qiarian TnoaaetioDs'' as a beneToknt woman, and one of 
gnat aeoooni^ and aa ji that at her death a mixacnloiia 
frth^natft took place, doing much damage^ both at Skaga 
and at other plaoei^ and awallowing np the £mn Gnllfarekka, 
mth an iti inhabitants and cattle. 

And then ia now a great akragh where the turn 



And tbii coda the atoryof Oifmnr, who killed Ske)^ 
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Thb Siobt of J6v AsmnnmofK. 



In the district of Boyarf joidor, onoe lived a poor mu- 
ried couple. The man's name wiu Asmnndnr. Thej 
had many children, whose names haye not been handed 
down to ns, excQ)t that of the eldest, and be was caDed 
Jon. At this time, so seyere a season was preTailing; tbt 
Asmnndnr was obliged to leave his home and bis cfaiUreo, 
who were scattered about the country and brought up^ one 
' here and one there^ at the houses of various fiurmera. 

Now there lived at Reykjavik a priest^ named Ouii^ 
and he it was that took J6n into his house, and bfooj^ 
him up as his own son. Jon grew into a fine and bind- 
some lad, and was stronger than any of bis CbUowb. Bst 
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be mB alumjs lerj quiet^ and addom opened his moutii, 
uik» fint spolBen to. He was, moreoTery haidworldng 
and wiUingy and became befinm kmg a great fiiTomite, not 
obIj nith the prieat himad^ bat nith oTery member of the 



One aommery aooording to yearly enatoniy a trading 
TOwl anhed at BeykjaTik. Ita owner waa a foreign 
nwfdiant^ who carried on a large bnsineaB at this aeaaon ; 
but of hia name no mention ia made. Among other people 
with whom he had dealinga waa Cihriatjan, the prieat One 
day while Ghriatjan waa on board the abip, it M out that 
they came to talk aboat atnmg men. The merchant^ being 
Umaelf weU-bnilt and powerful, went up to where four 
banda of rye lay boond together, and, aeizing them by 
the rope which waa roond them, lifted them all together aa 
}af^ m hia knee. When he had put them down again, he 
aaid, "There I let anyone prore himadf my match in lift- 
ing; and I will giTe him three half-ponnda of gold 1^ 
wdght" 

Whoi the prieat retomed home, he told his foeter-aon 
what he had aeen, and how the Merchant had promised 
three half-poonda of gold by weight to any man that 
ahonld match him in lifting, and eneooraged the boy to' 
I the trial. To thia Jdn agreed without waating many 
So they went together to the ahip, and Oiria^ 
told the captain that the lad wooU like to try hia atrangth. 
Iba nwfdiant pointed oat the lye barreb to Jdn, who, 
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gcNug op to them, lifted them on to hie ihcNiUer as if thej 
were bat a handfdl of tmOien^ and when he had walked 
with them to and fro upon the deek, pot them down agun 
in their place. 

When he nw thii^ the meidiant changed ooloor, hut 
weighed out the three half-ponnda of gold, and paid them 
orer to Jdn, begging him, as he took leaTo^ to oome and 
pay him one more nit on board the ship befioie ha auled 
away. This Jdn promised to do. 

One day, shortly befinw the time the meidiant had fixed 
for sailing, the priest came to J^ and reminded him of 
his promise to Tisit the ship. Accordingly Jdn went^ and 
Ghristjan with him, and the merdiant receiTed them with 
all due honour, begging Jon to come nith him into ths 
calnn for a few words he wished to say in his ear. 

But when he saw that the priest was going to make one 
of their party, he tamed roond to him, and said, * Friend, 
yoa can stay ap here a while; we ha^e no need of 
yoa." ^ 

Christjin, however, was not to be pat off, bat assaring 
the merchant that he woald not distarb them, or be in 
their way, foUowed them down into the cabin. 

Then the merchant said to J6n, ** You have not jet 
done with me; fiur next year I shall bring with me » 
boy for yoa to wrestle with, and if yoa get the better of 
him in that game^ I will weigh you oat fiTS pounds of 
gold.- 
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Ml agieed to tti», and when he and Cihri^jin had 
takn kaie, the nwvchant aailed um$j. 

For tome tune ereiTthmg went on qnietly, and the 
winter aet in. One day the prieat aaked J6a whether he 
leaMmbered the agreement he had made with the foreign 
m erc ha nt before hia departore, 

Jdn anawered, that it waa ao alight a matter that he had 
nefer yet given it a thon^t 

But the prieat aaid, * Indeed it ia no anoh child'a play 
aa yo«i think ; for the boy that thia merchant will bring 
for yon to wreatle with, ia none other than a fiendiah and 
monatrooa black man, and get the better of yon he anrely 
wiD, milem yon empky craft againat him. I will find oat 
jpeedify aome meana for gaining yon the yictory, for ere 
three weeb of the aommer be over the merchant-ahip will 
come into harboor." 

J6a nodded, bat aaid nothing; and seemed in no way 
tronbled by the news ; nor did he giro himself the least 
paina aboot it till the time came. 

Before three weeb of the aommer were orer, as Christi- 
an had foretold, a yeasel waa aeen making for the harboar 
of BeykjaTik firom the open ocean. It waa no sooner in 
ai^ than the prieat went to J^ and, warning him of 
what he now mi^ expect^ dressed him in a peaaant'a 
finodc of blade wool, and daaped a belt nmnd hia waiat; 
wken he had thoa eqoipped him, he gave him a little^ 
hof^ aharp^dged dagger, which he bade him keep ready 
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foriher toU Jdn, not to attempt to roMt the segio^ ^ 
tado^ as the latter wooU fling him etflOy OT«r Ilk ik^ 

«!,'' mid he^ ''wiU take good ean that joa fldl A jov 
jfoet But» after a whiles ehallenge the ni^gio to take eff 
his ahaggj mantle^ and do jon make xeady in jonr heal 
the dagger, that when he mahes upon joa a aeeond Urn 
yoa may throat it into his diest" 

The anchor was soaioety dropped beCMo a boat ipel 
from the Tessel, and set on sbora a bkMsk man of giaah 
build, dressed in a ahaggj mantle^ who^ dimetljr he mm 
thepiiestand the lad standing ehMS to the aea^rashed st 
J6n, and, seizing him in his anu^ flnng him like a psUb 
oyer his head, high into the air. But the boj M on Im 
feet^ and forthwith ohallenged the bkMsk to fight withsat 
his woolly mantle^ that they might the more eai3y tiy 
their skill in wrestling. To this thenogrooonaeoied; bat 
while he was doflSng his doak, J6a made ready in kii 
right hand the sharp-edged dagger which the priest hsd 
giTen him, and when the other ran blindly upon him, 
thmst it into his breast once and agun. But jet tfuj 
wrestled together for a whiles and assoredly eren now Jon 
would haye got the wont of it^ wera it not that Ua bhek 
woollen frock aerrad him aa armoor agynst the hsafy 
blows of the negro. 

At last the fight came to an end, and J&i alsfir hk 
enemy. 

o 
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Tbm he and CShris^ went on boud the TesBel, where 
ihej faani the mefduoit^ and aahtted him. . 

•Wen," nid the kiter, «and how went the fight?" 

The priest answered, *If yon will look towards the 
flhofe^ jon will see the negro lying dead dose to the wmTes. 
That IS how the fight wenr 

Ihen the merchant was eiceffling wroth, and said, 
*Aha! jon have not acted like faraye and true-hearted 
moL This kd has bat finight by craft and with steeL" 

*Bat^" replied the priest^ ^howerer that may be^ he has 
deserred fiurfy the prise; ifor, whereas yon promised to 
liring a lad to wrestle with him, yon haye brooght an eril- 
waled, gumi-hoilt black.'' 

To this the merchant had no answer ready, so, as needs 
most be^ paid into Jdn's hand the five pounds of weighed- 
oat goU, which he had promised to the winner in the 
ivrestling. Then, smoothing his angry brows, he begged 
Jon to come and see him once more before the ship sailed, 
which would be in the ktter end of the summer. 

ETerything went on as usual till a short time before the 
merchant had determined to sail firom Beykjayik, and then 
the priest reminded J^ of his promise to visit the mer- 
diant befine his departure, offering at the same time to 
accompany him, and be. present during the interriew. They 
went^ therafore^ to the Tessel and greeted the merchant^ 
who received them with great politenese^ but^ as before, 
hegged Jia to go a little aside with him, as he had some* 



211 

thing pwtieiihr to teU him. (airifl^ liowimr, fiilknNa 
doee upon ihair hod% and ihe merahui^ Meing Ub* mii, 
^Tou need not tronUe joonelf to oome wo clow; lAil 
ire speak about has nought to do with yoo." 

But the priest ivaa not to be pot off ao^ and aqiag; *I 
will neither leave the aide of my fcateMon, nor wiD I 
interrapt your oanTerae," kept atill doee to them. 

Then the merchant said toJ^*Nezt anmoMrl wiB 
bring with me a little whe^ agHnst which joa ahaU tiy 
your strength, and if yon get the best of the fij^ I wiB 
weigh oat into yoor hand aefen-and-*4ialf poonda of gool 
gold." 

Upon this they parted ; J6n and Ouii^ retonmg m 
shores and the merchant sailing away. 

Now the sommer passed away, and a great part of ths 

.winter passed away without J^ making any piepantioM 

for, or sayinga word abonti the next tiait of the mer chan L 

One day the priest asked him whether or no hi 

remembered the merchant's woida and promiae. 

*« Not I," replied J<kL 

''But," said the priest^ 'this yiait of hia will hang 
almost as much diffioolty as his last one. The whs^ 
he promised to match agynat yon, ere half a month «f 
the summer be past^ ia nothing leas than a large and 
cruel deer-hound, and to get the best of the 6f^ we 
must derise some wile^ Sx your atnngth will baaa 
nothing." 

o2 



212 U»BID6 or IGBLAHD. 

But Jdii oolj aneworocl, "Derise^ then, for me," and 
Chera he let the matter leet^ ocenpymg himself no farther 
•boot iL 

Ere half a month of the sommer ma oter. a yemA 
appeared m o^t^ aailmg from the open aea towards 

Ihoi the priest went to Jdn and said, ^The merchant 
iriU now soon be in harbour, and yon must be ready 
fiv him.** And he made him pat on again the Uack 
wooOen frock which he had now woTen throagh and 
tfavooc^ with links of iron. He gave him, at the same 
time^ a spear, with moTeaUe barbs, which woald spread 
out and tear the flesh into which they had been throst, 
and, placing on the point of this a piece of meat, 
hade J&i watch his chance and throat it with all his 
steength down the dog^s throat 

Vfben he had thos eqoipped him he led him down to 
the shore. 

Soaroety was the anchor dropped, when a boat sped 
from the Tessel, and placed opon the beach a large and 
ent-eyed deerJioond, who, directly he saw Jdn adTandng 
towaida him, roshed at him with mad fory, and woold 
httfe tosn him to peces on the spot had not the frock, 
with ita links of mail, sated Jdn from his teeth. Orer 
and ofor agyn the brote roshed iqpon him, each time with 
greater rags and strength. Bot Jdn, who escaped on- 
■eathed from each attatk^ watched his f^^ i in^ iwl keeping 
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the pieoe cf mmi alwqfs befiofe tlie dog 101 tti hut 
opened its moath to taiKp ut ii, tfaroek it with all Ui fm 
down itB ihzoat^ till, in a abort wUk^ it laj dead at Ui 
feet 

Then tbey went oat to the ship and aalnted the ■»- 
chanty who redeited and letnmed their giiwiling aaiBj 
enough. But feign and eonoeal as ha woold, ha coald not 
hide fifom them the wiathfbl led Uood tliat fflkd Ui 
cheek and brow and swelled hia Iqp. 

^ We have come to claim the gold,** nid the print; *aj 
foeter-eon has &iAj earned ik" 

"« Fairly, foreoothi'* replied the merchant 'Hehv 
fought like a faraTB man in troth, hj wile and cnft aai 
steeL He has no claim to the gold, he has not kept ti 
our agreement. 

''Neither haye you," the priest retomed, * for jot 
promised to faring a whelp^ and haye farooc^ a wild beHk 
to match it against this lad.** So the merchant^ w^ eoali 
not deny this, put the smoothest fooe he ooold iqioa the 
matter and weighed into Jdn*s hand the gold. Jwst Icfon 
J6n and the priest left the ship^ the meidiant begged ths 
former to come once more to aee him before he ai^hiiil 
anchor and sailed away at the aommer^a end. Jdn pn^ 
mised tocome. 

Now the time came round at which the meidiant hai 
fixedto8ul,and Ghris^;reminded Jte efhkprariBsto 
go once nMXPB and visit him, saying, at the aune tiMe^ tint 
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be Umnlf would tdu good cue to be present at their 
utmMinff Aooofdin^ tboj went on board the ship, whoee 
andior ma even now being wei^ied. Jnst as befixre, the 
M sre ha nt bagged J6a to come down with him into the 
cabin, aa ha had smmething particokr to aay to him, and 
wiiea he saw Christjan fidlowing them, tnmed roond to 
* him with a fioee look and cried, * Stand back, and meddle 
not iriieie nothing concerns yon*" 

* I do not wiah to meddle^" said the priest^ *'bat I 
will not leave my fiMter-flon." And as he seemed firm 
about thtti the meidiant said no more ; so they went all 
three down to the cabin. 

Then the merchant took down from one of the shelTes 
a book, oat of which he palled a leaf and waved it qnickly 
befcie Ji6n*s eyes, as if to prevent the priest from seeing its 
oon t en t s. Bat Christjan canght a glance of some of the 
woids written open it^ withoat the merchant's knowledge. 
Then he retomed the leaf to the book and the book to 
its place, saying to J6n, * If yon do not bring me next 
amnmer, when I come back here, the book firom which this 
leaf was tidun, I will brand yon as a fool and a iGunt heart ; 
but if yoa bring the book I will wei^yoa oat fifteen fall 
pomida of good gold.** 

TVith these woida they parted, Jdn and Ghristjfa going 
home^ and the merchant patting at once to sea. 

When one week of thesammarWis still left^the priest 
aaked J6a whether he had yet given a thoo^ to the task 
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nith which ihe merohmt had charged him tat the next 

year. 

J6a answered that it had nerer eateced his head. 

Then the other aaked him whether he had known tbe 
leaf that the merchant had ahown him, but J6a said, * No." 

'^ No wonder,** answered Ghristjin, "fiv it was none 
other than a leaf from the deril's mannal, which the mar- 
chant has bidden jon bring him, and this ia mmij no 
alight or easj matter. But I have a brother who ii a 
priest in the worUs bdow, and who is the only man that 
can help yon to procure thn book. Hake yooraelf rea^, 
therefore, at once for the journey, toot yon must ipad 
with him in the lower regions the whde winter, fiom the 
fint day to the hst** 

So J6n addreseed himself to his journey, and when he 
was all ready for starting, the priest gave him a letter to hie 
hnother down bekw, and a ball of thread which would ran 
before him and gnide him. When he wished him God- 
speed, he warned him most strictly ncTor once to look 
back on the way, and never to utter a single word the 
whole winter through. The youth prcnnised, saying; he 
thought this surely easy enough. 

Bidding his friend and foster-fsither, Ghristjan, fiaeweQ, 
he flung down on the ground the ball of thread, keeping 
one end in his hand, and it ran quickly along before him, 
he foUowing and neyer looking baoL After a while they 
came to a mountain which lay north of Beylgaviky and in 
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wbieh uppeuei a paanige kiding deep into ihe earih. 
Into tiuB the bill noL Soon it becune ao dark, and the 
ptflBage 80 romgh and di£5ciilt» that more than once J<5n 
■topped, donbting whether to go any farther or to tarn 
liaeL &t ereiy time he paosed the ball polled eo hard 
thai he mm enoooraged to go on, and atill followed it in 
ipite of difBffaltiea, Thne, for a long way, they went on, 
tin all at onoe the place became light, and J^ aaw lying 
befofe him a nut and charming green plain OTer which the 
ball ilill rolled till it came to a fiirm as big as a town, and 
stopped at the door of one of the hoases, where J6a picked 
it up fiom the groond. At this door J^ knocked, and a 
gill eame oot^ neatly and plainly dressed, and of modest 
f and, as J6a thought^ the most winsome he had ever 
J6a nodded to her, and gave her the letter, which 
she took without speaking, as well as the ball of thread, 
and went with them into the hoose, leaving J^ standing 
at the door. In a fow minutes she came back, and with 
her another girl younger than herself who looked hard at 
J&i, and turned back into the hoase. But the other took 
Um by the hand and led him through some passages into 
a room, where stood one small taUe, one chair, a bench, 
and abed* 

Inthtti room J&i liyed for a long time, till he thought 
the winter must be for adianoed. He saw no one but the 
gill, who came ereiy day into the room, brought 
, and made his bed, but nerer spoke to him, 
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nor did he, the whde time^ hear ihe loimd of a hmm 
Toioe. 

Que day, howerer, thece eatered ihe room a tiU Mi 
handflome nyui, dieflsed in a loiig Uabk caaBOck. Thisnai 
the brother of Ghristjin, the priort in the infernal nodi 
He bade J^ good-day in a tweet and coorteona Toioe^ bd 
Jdn merely nodded in reply. 

Then the other aakedhim if he knew how long he had, 
by thia time^ remained in the worlds below. 

But J&i was still siknt^ and only shook his head. 

The priort then ssid to him, * Ton haye done well to 
keep so k>ng and so firmly silent But yon may speak 
now, as the winter is over, and this is the first day «f 
summer. Tour task is accomplished, for here is the book 
you came to seek. Take care of it, and giye it safely into 
my brother's hands. Tou must start hence to-day, as 
the merchant will arriye before a week of the amnmer 
be fully past. The owner of this book will miss it 
just about the same time, and daim it first from the mer- 
chant's hands. Therefore bid my brother buy erery scrap 
of the merchandise on board the ship, and beware to knd 
it before he deUTers the volume into the captain's hands. 
Be bearer, too, of my hre to my brother. My daughter 
shall go with you to point out the way." And with these 
words he took leaTS of him. 

Then the girl who had served J6n all the winter, came 
to him and led him firom the house^ and they walked on 
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ttilf.UdiBgOMaiiodMrbjthelMikL Whit they tdked 
tfait J^'t toogaa wm looied, nobody knows, 
r, flk hit the |;iri itopped and nid ihe eodd go no 
» « il iHM Mv eeqr enoQj^ f()r him to find hie own 
«ij homi And theee wen her hit wofde^ "Now wo 
■Hi |hI^ thong^ il go nifl^ to bnek our heerie Sat 
wmmrn. We eennot hie together, for neither eui yoa 
4wiDhmbelow,nor lin theworidebofo. Bvt^in the 
veneer eomenMotlM^ I eUl beer yoa e child. IfUbe 
• bej, IwiD tendityott wheoitieaxyeeiBold; but if a 
gprit vhn il is Iwehre. I pny yov, ieea?e il weD." She 
an the ben of thrad. And whn ehe bed 
hinip with meny teen» left hint 
He^ eid il heiit, flung down the bell, wUeh rolled 
Wore Unip Wading him tUe time^ not throng derk ind 
oiiema^ hot ilong eodi i emooth end miling 
tkl Jdn knew not whn he bed left the one 
woM end entered the other. Towiide the ekee of the 
iiil wwk in enmmer he irrifed it Beylgi?{k end wee 
veesfed joyfnlly by Ghiii^ to whom he gifo the book, 
Md hk broths'e km end meemge. 

The y/mj mat dey the merchent iirifed in hirbov, ind 
kehnd m eoooer dropped enchor thin the prieet hvried 
m howd ind eefaited him, hot their groetingi wero jnet 
ribont m wjim ind eordiil ii the north eeet wind. Iheee 
•fn; the prieet lold him tlMrf, M i iMnh end iivmeeMm 
lad JHl prefmkd end prorimone wero eonl iU 
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the DOur ooontry, lie wisbed to boy the whole stocky thai 
lay on board, and bund it aft onoe. They soon came to an 
agieemeat^ and in a few days all the merohandiee was 
lan^ 4*^ i 

No sooner was the bet bale on shore than Ghnstjsn and 
J6n went on board the TamL When they had aahited, 
the m^srchant immediately asked J6n how he had soeceeded 
in fiilfilling the task wherewith he had been diarged. 

'^ Pretty weU," said J6n. 

Then Qiristjin ga^e the book to the merchant^ in the 
name of Jdn, and mightily sstonished the man was iriMn 
he saw that it was the right <|ne^ but paid oat the gold at 
the priest's request withoat saying any more about iL 
This J6n took, and after they had bidden adien to the 
merohant, he and CShristjan jmnped into their own boat 
and rowed quickly to shore. 

But they had no sooner stepped out on to the beach, 
than the sea became, aU at onoe, rough and stormy, and 
when they looked towards the merchant's vessel, lo ! it wtf 
no more to be seen. The devil had daimed his mannsL 

After this they returned to the priest's house, where no 
small wealth was now stored np, and J6n stayed there fiv 
another half-year. Always quiet and reserved, he was ten- 
foldmore so since his return from the lower worlda At the 
endof that time the priest^ who had noted the youth's mehn- 
choly, taxed him with having Men in love with one of the 
daughten ot his brother, the priest in the subterraneaD 
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ftovUL BottoihisJdDiiuidenoieply. Then CEhristjin went 
OQ to ofo him one of hk own daiighten (he had ihiee, wl^ 
nameBwaknownotXwhicheTer he loved the best^ as a wSd, 
thinking that thkwonld perhaps free him from the thrall of 
Us sadness. Jdn chose the youngest of the three^ and the 
priest married them, and giving his daughter no mean mar- 
riage present^ settled them in • neighbouring tsum^ which 
eoold boast of the best land for many a long mile round* 
Heie they lived tot many years in unbroken lore and 
great proqwrity, and had not a £9W children, but never the 
whole time did J6n bate one jot of his sadnesR. 

At the end of twdye years^ it happened one day that^ as 
an the household were assembled in the &mily-room, a 
knodc was heard at the door. J6n sent one of his sons, 
a lad about six yean old, to the door to see who was there. 
The ehQd returned, saying that there stood outside a little 
fpA of wonderftd beauty, who had asked him sweetly to 
say in the house that she wished to speak to her &ther. 

At these words, it was as if a ray of sunshine had passed 
across JMb jEsuse. He rose from his seat and ran eagerly 
to the outer door. The little girl, directly she saw him, 
van up to him, and throwing her arms round his neck, 
k i ss e d him fondly, calling him her own dear fiither. 
J6a letumed hsr embiaoe with the greatest joy and lore. 
She told him that her mother, the daughter of the priest in 
the worids below, had sent her to him, bearing her sweetest 
km. J^ took the child by thehandandkdherin to 
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hiB wift^ to wbom l»toU the whok itocy <tf lier pna^ 
begging her at the aune tiiiifl^ « ahe lofvd 1^ 
the little girl aa one of her own. The nomas, bog d 
true hearty Feloomed the child with open azma and beoHM 
a fimd mother to her, fiNun that day lortfa. Thejedki 
her Sigrfdnr, and aha grew up among flMm, a aiater tD 
the other childreo, and waa lofdiar bj fiur and bj fiur mon 
acoompliahed than any girl of her own age^ lomd akat 
Cor many a atretoh of long milea. 

At the end of three yeaiBi Sigridnr, wlioae beaaij waa ia 
eyerybody'a mouth, aaked her ftther^a lea^a to pay her 
mother a yiait in the worUa below. J^ granted it will- 
ingly, telling her that, if aha would, aha mi{^ atqr * 
whole year with her mother, and making her the beucr 
of his aweeteat loTe. 

The year orer, Sigridur came back and waa wakoBHi 
with delight by her fiither and all the fiunily. She toU 
J6n that aha brought him her moiher^a dying fiutvwiU, 
together with the meaeage that he himaelf had but one 
month more to liye. Far firom being giiefed bjthiai 
J6n seemed glad, and fisr the whole month no one ; 
any change in hia conduct^ except that hia heart waa Uf^tm 
than heretcrfbre. 

At hot J«n made a 9BttIement of all he poanaaed, gifi^ 
by fiur the greater part of hia property to SgiidBi^ mk 
hia personal wealth to hia wife and other cUIdiaB^ ite 
were well off with it And efery one thoa saw thai ha 
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; fend of his dane^ter from ibo loworrogionB; and 
iiiiil^ aU ihiiigi ooDflklered, was the w^ WhfinJ6n 

died, mtay Sdt deeply hit Iobb and wept bitterly tot him; 
ftr he had been a good man and a wann friends 

Some yean afterwaxde Sigrfdnr married a yomig and 
hoptM peeeent^ and their &rm ihrore till none in the 
dktriot oodd compare with it They liTed happily and 
eferybo^ looked up to them with xespeet and fondness, 
or their msny children the descendants are scattered widely 
fluQVpi the sooth country. 



The Momit-Gbbst. 

It happened, once upon a time^ that a large party of 
en were travelling together, and pitched their tent, early 
Sonday morning, on the fresh sward of a &ii green 
The weather was bright and warm, and the 
men being tired with their night's joumey> and having 
tethered their horses, M asleep, side by side, all round the 
insids of the tent One of them, howerer, who happened 
to be lying nearest the door, codd not, in spite of his 
hJ^goe, succeed in getting to sleep, so lay idly watching 
ihe other deepen. As he looked round he discorered a 
flBsU dood of pale^due vapour moving over the head of 
ihe man who was deeping in the innermost part of the 
UmL Astonished aft this he sat up, and at the same 
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momfint the ekmd flitted out of the tent Being 
to know what it ooaU be and what wo«ill hmrnm d it, 
he jumped up boBUj, and, without awaking the olha% 
stole oat into the yonahine. On kiddng roaad he «r 
the Taponr floating dowly orar the meadow, ao aet kin- 
self to foUow it After a while it atopped aw9i when kj 
the Uanched aknll of a hone npon the giaaa, in and akut 
which hummed and buzied a dood of noiaj hhe flieiL 
Into this the Tapour entered among the fliea. After 
staying a while^ it eame oot^ and took ita oonae Cfiv 
the meadow till it eame to a Httle thread of a miti, 
which hurried through the grus. Here it aeflaaed to b 
at a loss how to get over the water, and mored nalliBiij 
and impatiently up and down the side of it^ till the ma 
laid his whip^ which he happened to ha^e with him, ( 
it, the handle alone being sufficient to bridge it 
Oyer this the Tapour passed and moTed on till it eame tD 
a small hillock, into which it disappeared. Oie man stood 
by and waited fiur it to come out again, which it aoon did, 
and returned by the same way as that by mbkk it bad 
come. The man laid his whip aa before across the i 
and the Tapour crossed upon the handle. Then it ] 
on towards the tent^ which it entered, and the man i^ 
had fidbwed it saw it hoTer fiur a minute orer the head cf 
the sleeper, where he had first aeen il^ and dtaqpfML 
After this he ky down again, and went to aleep lumaoKL 
When the day was fiur spent and the an ww go^ 



S94 UOBIDS OV I0IL41ID. 



down, the moi lose^ rtroek the tent^ and mede preper 
atioiie for hynnhig their joomey agam* While thej 
mn paddng; and loading the henea, thej talked on 
I iUngi^ and, among othen^ on monqr* 
'Bfeai mel" aaid the man who had alept in the 
part of the tent^ ''I wiah I had what I saw in 
Bj dream tcHky." 

''What waa your dream, and what did yoa see?" 
aaked the man who had fidlowed the Tapour. 

The other replied, ''I dreamt that I walked out from 
the tent^ and aeroaa the meadow till I came to a large and 
beantifiil building; into which I weni There I fomid 
■anj people at rerel in a Taat and noble hall, singing, 
^•"^^"^ and making merry. I stayed some time among 
then, and when I left them and stepped out from the 
hall, I saw stretched before me a Tast plain of fedr green 
sward. 0?ar this I walked for some time^ till I came to an 
JMBMBiw I y broad and torbdent ri^er, over which I wished 
to croai^ but eodd find no means of doing so. As I was 
walking up and down the bank thinking how I could 
poaafaly get orer il^ I saw a mighty giant greater than 
nj I had erer heard o^ come towards me^ holding in his 
the tnmk of a hrge tree^ which he laid across the 
Thtos I was aUe to get easily to the other side. 
Hm Bier €0oe paoed, I walked straight on for a kmg 
tint till I came to a hi^^ moond which ky open. I wttt 
-iato ii^ thinking to find woodeffcl traasoMb bat finmd 
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only a angle dbesi^ which, howerer, wm so fiill of ntmej 
that I ooold neither Jiftil^iiorithoii^ I ^Mot hoaii oifi 
it^ ooimt the quarter of its contents. So I g^im it ^ aai 
bent my steps hither agun. The gmat ilnng his tm 
across the riter as before^ and I csme to the tent aai 
went to sleep fixxm sheer weariness.** 

At hearing this^ the other who had followed the nposr 
was mightily pkssed, and, laughing to himself syd, 
** Gome, my good followi kt ns fetch the monej. Ifoss 
coold not count it^ no doabt two csn." 

''Fetch the money I "replied the men. ^'Areyonnai? 
Do you forget that I only irmmed about it? When 
would yon fetch it from ? ** 

Bnt as the other seemed veeDy eemest and ilntfiiaiid, 
he consented to go with him. 

So they took the seme coarse sa the iraponr had tdoeB, 
and when they csme to the sknll, " Than is your hsU of 
reyety" said the man who had followed the mist some hom 
before. 

''And there^" he said, when they stepped ofer the 
riynlet^ *is yoor bioad and torbnlent nmt, and hen 
the tnmk the giant threw OTer it as a bridgsi'* With 
these words he showed him his whip. 

The other was filled with amaaemsnt, and when thqr 
came to the monnd, and haying dug a little way into it| 
really and truly disoofsnd a heaty chest M of goUen 
pieces^ his astonishment was not a whit the less. Oa 
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Bdbodi the last eraj yetr. And, eoondering ikai H w 
pietiy iveD known among the papib that the dsfil Idb- 
self 1VM the master, yoa may bnej what a aenmhle flm 
was at eaoh year's end, erajhody doing his heat to arad 
being last to leave the school 

It happened once that three Icelanden went to thk 

school, by name Scemnndnr the learned, Eflfor Amason, 

and Hal£Um Et^^naMm; and as they all airired at the 

same time^ they were all sappoeed to leave at the same 

time. Scemnndnr dedared himself willing to be the kit 

of them, at which the others were much lightened in mini 

So he threw over himself a large mantle^ leaTing the 

sleeves loose and the fiystenings fiee. A staircase led 

from the school to the upper world, and when &»mmidig 

wa9 about to mount this the deyil grasped at him and 

said, ''You are minel" But Soemundur alipped out of 

the mantle and made off with all speed, leaTing the devil 

the empty doak. However, just as he left the sdmol the 

• heavy iron door was slammed suddenly to^ and wounded 

Soemundur on the heels. Then he said, * That was pvetty 

ckee upon my heeb," which words haye since passed into 

a proverb. Thus Soemundur contrived to eaoape finem 

the Black School, vrith his companion^ scot-free. 

Some people relate^ that, when Soemundur came into 
the doorway, the sun shone upon himand threw his shadow 
on to the opposite wall ; and aa the devil stretched out his 
hand to grapple with him, Soemundur said, "I am not the 

f2 
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k8t;do]fMiiot86eiriK>ftIlow8me?'' 80 tiie deril seixed 
Om ahadow, miHtalring it fixr a man, and SoBmnndiir 
eaoaped witti a blow on hia heeb from the iron door. 
But from tbat hour he ivaa alwaja ahadowlan^ tot what- 
Hm deril took, he nofor gate baek agun. 



SCEKUHDUB XJBIYEB THB BlAGK SgDOQL. 

When Soemnndnr waa abroad, and while he stayed in 
the Black School, he forgot all about himself and hia 
frmil^, on acooont of the many wonderful things he 
mm and learned. He forgot, at the same time^ his own 
name^ and ao all his companions in the school called him 
•Bnii- 

One nighty as Soemundur was asleep, he dreamed that 
Bogi FiinasHon came to him and said, * Surely you act ill, 
Soemundur, in entering thia school, in forgetting your God, * 
in giving yourself up to witchcraft^ and in losing your 
Christian name. If you care aught for your future wel&re, 
it IB time for you to return.'* 

"That I cannot by any means manage to do^" said 
Soemundur. 

"More fool you," said Bogi, ** for entering a school that 
you cannot leare at your Jdeasure. Hbwerer, if you are 
willing to return home^ I know how you can oontriTO ii" 



SS9 

SoBmnndiir iii8w«rad^*Yaaknowefa7ttiiiig;Bogi; m 
aie all children to yoa in wifldom. Tei^ I am niDing 
enough to xotonu'* 

ThenBogiaaidy'TdDemyadnoe^and whao jon lorn 
the school, throw yoor .cloak looaefy oTor jonrahoaUfln. 
Aa yon go out aoiDebody will gzaap at yoo, bnt wlip out of 
the cloak and. maloe the best of your waj o£ Yoahaiv 
most to jGear the sohoohnaster, fisr^not long after jon an 
gone he will mias yoo. But when yoa are Udj on your 
way, take off the shoe from your zi^^ fcot^ and fill it with 
blood, and cany it on yoor head all the rest of the fint 
day. In the erening the sdioohnastcr will obserre the 
stars, in whose moTements and aspects he is right weU 
skilled, and seeing roond yours a htooAj halo, will think 
that you are killed. Next day as yoa traTsl, yoa most fill 
yonr shoe with salt and water and^carry it on yoor head. 
Daring the day he will not tronble himself aboat yoa ; bat 
at night he will again examine the stars, and, aedng rooad 
yours a watery halo^ will imagine that yoa are drowned in 
the sea. On the third day you must open a ran in yoor 
side and let the blood from it trickle into your ahoe. QSien 
you must mix some earth with it, and carry the ahoe on 
your head, aa you traTel, all the rest <tf the day. In the 
erening when the master eiamines the stars, he will sea 
round yours an earthy and bk)od-stained hak>^ and will 
suppose that yoa are dead and buried. Bat afterwarda 
he will find out that you ar^ alite and well, and will wonder 
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•ft your emuiiiigy and pride himnlf on haTing been the 
meuMof yoiirkaniingflo mnehwifldonL And the end of 
it win be^ thit he will eeaee penEnenting jov, and xather 
widi j(m well than otherwise." 

IVith these wc»da» Bogi EinaaBon left him. 

And after all, it waa in that Tery way that Soamnndiir 
left the Black Sdiool, and retained aafaly to hia own 
eoQiitry* 



SOEMUHDDB OEIB THE LlTIXO OF QdDI. 

Aa SoBmnndnr, Kflfor, and lUlSiki were returning ' 
from the Black School, they heaid that the Hying of Oddi 
waa yacani So they all hurried to the Idng^ and each 
aaked it for himselfl The Idng^ weQ knowing with whom 
he had to deal, promised it to him who should be the 
fiist to readi the place. Upon this Soemnndnr imme- 
diately called the deril to him and said, ''Swim with me 
on yoor back, to Iceland ; and if yon bring me to ahore 
without wetting the ddrt of my coat^ yon shall hare me 
frr yoor own.** The deril agreed to thi% so he changed 
Umself into a seal and swam off with Soemnndnr on his 
bacL On the way Soemnndnr amnaed himself by reading 
the book of the Ftehns of Darid. Before Tery kmg they 
came ckas to the coast of Iceland. When he saw this he 
doBsd the book and amote the seal with it npon the head, 
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80 that it noky and SoBmnndnr swam to laul And ai^ 
when Soemmidnr got to ahon^ the akurfai of Ik ooat mn 
irety the deril loat the haigpin, but the jfannar got the 
liTing. 

The deril did not finget either thia or any other cf 
Soemnndnr'a triefca upon him, and eooetantly looked ovt 
for a ehanoe of doing him a bad torn. Many and many 
a time he tried to lerenge himeelf npon him, but ahiayi 
in Tain. One day he turned himeelf into a Tery mall 
fly, and hid himeelf under the akin of the milk in the 
porringer, hoping thia way to get into the atomadi of 
Soemnndnr the learned, and kill hint But no aooner 
had Soemnndnr lifted hia porringer to drink out of it 
than he eaw the fly, and wrapping it iqp in the akm 
of the milk, he pat it into a bladder, and pkeed the 
bladder on the altar in the ohnreL So there the fly 
wae oUiged to stay till Soemnndnr had finiahed per> 
forming the next aerrioe, which took a long time. Ani 
it is confidently told that the deril nerer eigoyed h i m ae lf 
lees in all hia lift. When aenrioe waa over, 
undid the bladder and eet the deril free. 
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When Ealf Aniaflcm ivm in the Blad[ School, he made 
a prannt of ^himeol^ it k aaid, to the deriL Bat when 
he got back to Icehudd, he began to think that his 
* promise was, after all, neither agreeable nor conTcnient^ 
and puzzled himself to no purpose to find some ynj of 
escape from its fulfilment At last he bethonght himself 
of Soemnndar the learned, and determined to ask his 
eoonsel on so knotty a pcnni 

When Ealf had stated his difficulty, Sosmnndnr adyised 
Urn as fidbws: *Let one of yoor boll-ealTes liye, and 
eaD it 'Ami ;' after a while this one shall beget another, 
wbieh yoa must call <Eal(' and then you will haTe 
'KalfAxnason.''' 

The other took his adTioe, and in course of time the 
deril came to claim Uie folfilment of the bargain, saying, 
''IwantEalfAmason.'' 

" Oh, with all my heart," said the man ; " what 
objection can there possibly be to that?" 

And forthwith went and fetched the second cal( which 
he presented to the deril, saying, ""Then^ yoa haTe Ealf 



As the deril conld not deny this, he must needs pnt 
iq^ with it^ though he grumbled at being played so 
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shabby ft trioL 80 off lie iiaiil wiflMNil Ealf Azaaioo, 
who died ft Ofttiinl deeih, at ft iof^ age. 

Other tfaingB aie lebted of Frieet SoBnumdur the 
leaned, and bow be died, triumpbing, aa nana], o?v 
the deril i .bat tboae we repeat not ben. 



BoBOflp Sfjuiui IBB Saphht. 

Thiaiaftatoryof aeoondHn^ Bfeiim the Si^aent ma 
one of ihebiahopa of Bkflholti and waa oonaiderod to be 
a man of more than ordinary leanung^ aod moK^^ 
with propbetio powen. Some people naed to dedaie thai 
be nndentood the language of the iftTcna^ but olben 
thai the rayena with whom be held i nie reouwe woe 
neither more nor less than spirits nnder that diagnise. 
Many years before he came into his Insboprio, and wbik 
he was still a pastor, it happened once that be waa sent 
from Skdlholt to perform the serrice at another and dis- 
tant church, and took with him a lad named Erkodar 
ErlendsBon. On theway theywereoYertaken by sobeary 
a storm of snow, that they were nnaUe to ride againat it| 
and therefore dismounted and stood by their boraeB. 

After a while the lad began to despair, and and 
piteonaly that he thought they should neyer leaTe the 
place alive. 

But the bishop chid him for bis cowardice^ and bade 
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The SKSJBRnr nr E&lmm Qbumosl 

Onoe,0ii ft wmter eroiing;!! hqypened ihftt J6q Axasoiv 
Kdiop of H^lar, ivanted ft book wbioh be bad I^ 
the ftltftr in the ehueh, so oiDed bk boneehoU fidk 
together, end eaked which of them woqU do' him the. 
&Yoar of JBtehing the book Inr him. TbejeH fthnddoDed 
At the ideft^ end ell drew bftck, eioept one maidHnnaiit^* 
who dedaied benelf quite wilUng to go^ end not in Ae 
leftstafinid. 

Now the bishop bftying eDflmiee-HUi who bes not?— 
bad made ft tonnel fiom his own bonae^ which waa oaBed ' 
the Palace, ondergioiind to the ehnieb, with ft Tiew to 
being able, if need should OTer be, to take aanctoaiy at a 
moment's notice, and nnobsenred. 

Through this tonnel the maid went» baying procored 
the keys of the chnrch ; but when she bad taken the book 
from the altaf, she determined not to go back throoj^ 
the tmmel, which ahe had fi>nnd dismal and g^ioeily, bat 
rather round the other way. So she walked down the 
church with the keys to the outer door; and looking 
towards the benches where the [women were wont to sit^ 
she saw there a human skeleton with long yeUow hair I 
Amazed at this, but in no way frightened, she went up to 
the figure and said, ''Who are you?** 
Upon which the skeleton said, ** I am a woman, and 
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ft heap of ixuL So she noil on towaidi flie door, and aa 
ahe opened it ahe heaid a Toioe from the inner part of the 
church, which cried after her, ''Look at mj led eye^ how 
redtheyiml" And without looidngroond, ahe aaamnd, 
« Look at mj black back, how Uaok it kr 

Aa aooQ aa ahe had ahnt the door behmd her, ahe tend 
that the chnrchyaid aeemed to awaim with peopSe wlio 
were ahoating and acreaming direfblly, and who made aa if 
they would atop her. But ahe^ anmmnning up coong^ 
mahed through the middle of them, without looking eit 
to the right or to the left^ and reached the 
in Bde/kj. 

Aa ahe delivered the book to the biahop^ ahe and: 

•• 80 land were the Toioet of the Goblin tend 
Thai fife edhoee for etch were found 
In the moantaiiHrook^ though for thej 
From Htflar bniTingigroiuid*** 
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During the time when that dread peat^ jcle^jhe Blade 
Death, raged through Iceland, eij^iteeQ a oreewt i banded 
together, and went out to the Weatmann Uande^ in order 
to escape^ aa long aa poeaible^ the aoourge. When, after 
a while^ bjmeana of their magic arta^thejdiaoorered that 
the plague waa abating ita fiirj, thej were ourioua to 
know how many people were left alire in the conniiy. 
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So tbflj agreed to eend one of their oompuiy to land, tbat 
be mi^ find how matten stood, and make his report to 
the oihen. Thej dioae fiur this errand a man who was 
neither fint nor hat in the knowledge of their arts; and 
when thej pot him ashore they tdd him that if he did 
not xetnm to them hj Christmas-day next^ they would 
despatch a Sending to him who should kill him. 

Etf and wide wandered the man, north, sonth, and 
east^ wiihoat finding a single Eying sooL All the dwell- 
ingi stood wide open, and firom floor to roo( even on 
threahdd and on hill, lay the dead. At last he came to a 
hoQse which was shnt np, and through his wonder at this 
half hoped to find there stUl some signs of human life. 
He knocked loudly at the door, which was instantly opened, 
and there came out a young and beautiful damsel, who, 
half-wild with joy to see again a liying man, answered his 
■dutation by fidling on his neck, and embnicmg him; 
telling him at the same time with many tears that she 
had thought herself the <mly liring creature in the whole 
land. 

She begged him to stay with her some time, which he 
consented to do^ and they went into the house and held a 
Tast deal of talk together. She asked him whence became^ 
and what was the object of his journey; and he tdd her 
all about the company of wisards, their desire to know how 
many people were left aUTe in the land, and their strict 
to him to be back in the Westmann Uands 
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before next Cairietnia^^y. But aha begged tx Ik i 
peny ae kmg at he ooold poanbtyaffind it her; mdhB^ 
pitying her londineai^ agreed to atqr wi& l^r aoiiie time. 
The girl told him, that within many and many a mile not 
one eonl waa left aUTe'; far ahe had made a weak*! joooMj 
from home in aH diiectiooa^ hoping to find aome cnealill 
liTingy bat qnite in Tain. 

So the man abode there^ and Ghiiatmaa^y draw neanr 
and nearer, nnti!, at hat^ he felt boond to teU the ghl that 
he mnat leaTe her now, or anffer the pmiahment of death 
&r hia diaobedienoe to the omnmanda of the other 
eerers. Bnt the girl would not hear of hia going ao \ 
and coaxed him to atay yet a little longer, aaying; that 
aordy hia companiona were not anch nmnerofiil and heart- 
leaa folka aa to kill him for ao alight a fioilt aa ataying with 
a poor lonely woman. By theae worda aha quite ofereame 
hia determination to leaTe Imt till fihriafanaa-ora came 
round. Then, aaid he, he truly mnat leaTe her aa he 
Talned hia life. At firat ahe tried to peraoade him to itaj 
with her by careaBeaandprayera; bat finding him deaf to 
them, ahe changed her tone^ and aaid, ^ WeD, my good 
man, aince yon imS go^ go I and readi the Weatmann 
Uanda by Ghnatmaa-day if yon can. I wiah yon hide in 
yoar joamey» tnd aomewhat more than common apeed I * 
Then the man anddenly bethoaght himaelf that mora tiba 
conunon apeed mnat indeed be hia^ if he woold make tlia 
joameyin time; and ao^ knowing thatitwaa totalfynaa- 
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hm tor lam to Bfaui now tot ihe Wesfanaim Idands, 
radtred to thy and awaft Ik death where he was. He 
paand the nij^t in a sad state of mind; bat the maiden^ 
on the contnuj, was aa liyely aa liyely coald be^ and asked 
him if he eould now see what was' gmng on among his 
eompaniooi. He said thej had just rowed the Bending 
ashoce from the idands. So she sat on the foot of the bed, 
wfaidi was near the door, and he by behind her. After a 
wUIe^ he told her that he £alt a strange heaTiness come 
orer him, wUdi he knew to be owing to the magic arts of 
thewiards. Haying told her this, he fell into a deep deep. 

By and by, the girl, who stiU sat at the bed's fbot^ 
noke him, and asked him if he knew now where the Send- 
ing was^ or his way. 

He aaid, ''Within the bonnds of the ferm,** and fell 
ImtSk agun into a deep so deep, that, shake him as she 
would, she could not roase him from it 

When dM had sat there a little while longer, she saw a 
brawnidi lapoor enter the house through the open door. 
It glided softly towarda her, and standing still before her, 
took the figure of a man. '^ WeU,** said the girl, '^ what 
do yoa want here?" 

The Sending said to her, '^ I am sent hither by the 
wiaids of the Westmann Idands to day thia man, who 
has broken his woid to them— as one who knows not 
what truth is. Uore, thecefim^ ficom the bed, for while 
jM sit there i cannot readi him.** 
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•"AUm good time," lepliad aha. '' Bnt^ fin* of aD» ]oi 
must do me some Beraoe." 

The Sending asked what aerrioe ahe wodd of hk. 
*" Make younel^ fer inatanoe^'' ahe anawerad, *aa kcga ai 
you can* 

This, he aaid, he would aaamedly do^ wiUmg^ cooag^ 
Aeooxding^y he made himaalf ao laiga that he fnia fM 
thehouae. 

''That win do/ aaad the girL «Now. tor ivtno^ 
make yourself aa amaU aa you oaa." 

So the Sending shrunk down and down and doiwB» till 
from a monstrous giant he became the amalVrt ty yoa 
erer saw. 

" Aha,** said she^ and stuck him fiuihwith into aa eo^ 
marrow-bone^ which she had in her pockety and eotksi 

him in. 

Then putting the bone back in her pockety aha woks 
the man. He started up^ wondering that he waa yet 
aliTOy and she aaked him where waa now the Bwiding. 

'^ I know not^" said he; and ahe answand, *I thoa|^ 
your companions were no such great wiarda aa yom made 
them out to be. Trouble yourself no mora about tham; 
they will not day you just yet; but let us spend Oiiiil 
nuuhday in mirth and joy." So they apeait niiialMiaiihy 
in such rsrel ss befitted the time and a lata eaei^ fioai 
death, and laughed and aang; till the laften had Mt 
heard the like of it for many a long year. 

Q 
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Now, at New Tetr'v^lay diBW nigh, the man &11 again 
into his old fladneal^ and became so gloomy that the girl 
aotioed his strange manner, and asked him what ailed him. 

He answered, '^ The winrds on the Westmann Islands 
ai6 now preparing another Sending, and when that shall 
come hen^ it will be no easy task £ar me to escape 
Iran it" 

''Oh," said the girl, ''just wait till I hare tried ite 
strength, and then it will be time enough to be afraid of 
iL Meanwhile don't trouble your head about either your 
friends on the island or their threats." 

And since the maiden was so light-hearted, he thought 
fliat sorely he would be but a coward to be dull and sad, 
and accordingly put the brightest £eu» he could upon the 



On New Tear's-ere he spoke to the girl, and said, 
* Now the Sending has been put ashore ; and, gifted as it 
is with all the wrath rf the wizards, it comes apace." 

She bagged him to come with her, and led him across 
the country till they came to a place where the grass was 
higjtk and the shrubs were thick. In the midst of this, the 
girl stooped down, and remoring a low mound rf earth 
and glass which stood at her £Bet^ came to a large dab of 
abMM^ wfaidi she lifted, and, by so doing, disclosed a pas* 
Mge^ leading fiar bekm ground. They entered the passage^ 
and after walking far a kmg.time in darkness^ greater than 
tl«t of the blackest nig^t^ they came to a casern, which 
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was dimly U^^itei with nme ftl^ Imiimg in * hamtm 
skulL Near ibis Hfl^t^in ftiiMinaDdwietaliedbed,!^ 
ano]dmanoftheiiio8tlioniUe«peet Hktjmwm%m 
rod 88 Uood, and hk mouUi veaebed from car to ear; and 
as for his noee, no wofda ean teU iti kngth And eoknr. 
So firightfol was he, that ihe wiMid quaked aft the fery 
idea of going near him. 

"^Ohol'^aaid this old ftDow, ''ataange neiva jMhsfe 
to tell me, no doaht^ foater^anj^iter. It m long enoi^ 
ainoe I aaw yon hat What ean I do for yon?** 

The girl told him all about the wimd, and hia ftioidB 
in the Weatmann Idanda, and how they had deipaidial 
a Sending to aky him, and in what way ahe had trailed 
the same. Upon which the old man waxed quie Irrafy, 
and asked to aee the manow-bone. So aba immediate^ 
took it out of her pocket and gaTe it him. 

As soon aa he aaw it^ he waxed even livelier than befoie^ 
and became at kst ao Tery briak, that he was really qnita 
another man. Taking the bone in his hand, with enrj 
appearance of pleasore, he tamed it about and patted it^ 
and nibbed it all oyer. 

While he was mnmbling over tbe bone, the girl notieed 
the islander growing aleepier and aleepier, and, aft length, 
said to the old man, ''Ifyoawi]laidmeaftaIl,aidna 
now, for I know ftiU well that the Sending ia near aft 
hand.** 

Without mora ado^ therafora, the old foUow took iha 
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cork out of the bone, and out crept the fly, whom he 
jMitted and sizoked, and to whom he aaid, ''Go now. Be- 
emm all the SendingB from the winrda on the Weatmann 
Idanck^ and awaUow them.'' 

Immediately, with a fend loar like thnnder, the fly flew 
fiom the caTcni; and when it came to the npper world, 
behold I it became ao larger that one jaw reached up to the 
heafoii^ and the other touched the earth; and when not 
obHj one Sending; bat two or three came^ it awaUowed 
fliem all down; and ao the iaknder waa aayed from the 
malice of hia companiomk 

After thanking the dd man lor hia timely help, the girl 
and the Weatmann iaknder returned to the fiurm, where, 
aa the atoiy goee^ they became man and wife; liTed to a 
good oU age^ and increaaed and multiplied. Thna waa the 
land lepeqided. Aa for the other wiaarda, mighty little 
I waa erar heard aboat them; jnat enough, indeed, to 
;to nothing. 



PbIBBT HXlJDiN AND OlOP OW LdNKOT. 

A certain old woman, named Olof^ lifed at a &rm called 
Ldnkot^ in the pariah of FeD, of which EUlfd^ waa the 
prieaL She waa Tery wiae, and rery weU akiUed in magic, 
bat by no meana amiable^ and rather giTen to qnacrdling. 
She and HalfiUn never got on weU together, and many J 
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weretbe li^ ivorcbiluit pMsed between tbon, 
ihey met. 

One day in the mtmnii, the priest^ and nme cf hb H^ 

TRntBy weie oat fiahing^ and had had tiie lack to otdtt 

large hsKhat An, howefcr, the weather waa ahiip nl 

froetj.ihe xoweiB paid little enoo^ heed to the fidi^tak 

Uew rnefolly on their ehilled fingen^ and gmmfaled at the 

ooa Seeing thiB^HOfiUn nid to them, ''What wwU 

yon giTe me, my hda, if I cengfat a good kige hot 

eanaage for yon now?" They ihook tiieir headb^ anl 

said that he could not do ao^akilfQlaa lie waa^ and lookad 

more wretched than befixe. But the prieet threw oat a 

line oyer the edge of the boat^ and in an instant dogged 

up on the end of it a large aaossge^ so hot that it bobUed 

and sputtered again. The roweca could hardly beGeia 

their eyeS| bat spent a mi^ty short time in 

finding that the best way to test the redity of tlia I 

was to eat it; which they forthwith did. Bot when they 

bad finished their meal, lo I the halibot wh no mota to be 
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'Aha!'' said the priest, ''something the old 
most haTe for her hot sansage.'' 

The tnith waa that Emin had enchanted the 
fifom Dame 6l6l; bot she (like many other good folk wa 
coald mention) waa not disposed to gi^e a thing awqf 
when she conkl sell it at a pricey so she paid henelf by 
enchanting the halibot firom fiUUflan. 
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PaiEflRr HAutdAn and the Deyil. 

One winter, when it was ntber late in the season, it 
diaaoed that Priest Hilfiian was in gieat need of dried 
fldi hr household nse^ his home stock having qnite ran 
ooL He sent in all directions to his neighbours' houses, 
offering to bay from them what fish they oonld spare, bat 
they were in jost the same plight as himself fixr the season 
had been bad ereiywbere^ and the people saffered much 
ficom it» 

As was the eostom in those times^ the priest kept a 
large nomber of fishing-boats at Grimsey, where there 
was also lying a Tast quantity of fish, stacked for the 
winter. But so stonny was the weather at this time, and 
■0 dangerous the sea^ that all hope in this quarter was 
^Qtte cot off. 

Bat Hflfdfa, who saw no pleasure in starring when 
there was fish to be had somewhere, called in the deril,and 
said to him, " If yon will go to Grimsey, and bring me 
thenoe dried fish enough for the rest of the winter, with- 
cnl wetting them, yon shall have my souL It, howerer, 
I find one drop of water upon the fish, yon shall lose your 



The dsfil was not a little pleased at this^ and snatched 
at Urn offer hastily enough, making, howeter,,the condition 
that Urn priest shoald provide him with the craft. 
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«<0h jm; md HOfilan, «wluit 6i«r?" ud ftrtbwitli 
gaTO bim an old Idtohoi eoaUacnttle. Bui bid as tUi 
ship was, the dofil mm bound to make the beat of it^ 
80 addreand hunaelf to his jonmejr late in the afiei^ 



Next morning the priesf s wifc went col to see how 
went the weather, and the priest caUed out afler her, ssy- 
ing.^'HowIookatheaky?" 

"< Fair enough,'* laidahe; *biit there iaadarkdond ia 
the north which coTers rapidly the heaTena.** 

''Aha," replied her hwband* who was stiU in bed, "it « 
time to get npthen; thederil has done his work 4(^ 
speedily." 

Upon which he got up, and dressing himself in hasten 
left the honse. The deril was now quite ckise to the 
shore, but when he saw Hdlfdan he lost his courage^ and 
started in his seat, so that the sorf broke oyer the coal- 
scuttle, and wet the tails of all the fisL As soon as he 
had landed, he delivered the great bmdie of fish to the 
priest^ who was not long in finding the water npon their 
tails, and who at once declared himself to have got the 
best of the bargain. 

To this the devil had nothing to say, and was thinldng 
of looking very crestfiJlen, when — so says the story— the 
priest cat off the wet tails of the fish, and fiinging them 
into Old Nick's face, cried, ''Theiel There is fi«gfat- 
payment for yon." 
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Erar mneb thit^ the thinnfiet part of a fish's tul has 
iMDcaDsd'' the deril'a flap." 

Pbiest Eminnt's Hamsbook. 

Now yoa shall heur several strange stories ahoat Priest 
XSiikiir of TomSsar, who seems to hare been as wonder- 
fid a person as Soemnndnr the learned himselfl 

The £une of his kaming, and his wisdom, more parti- 
eolaity in the Blade Art^ was so widely spread abroad, that 
■Mny joong men need to come to him, and ask him to 
teadi them, even fixxm qnite distant parts of the country. 
Bvt he need to pot those who came to him to some sort 
of trial, and if ho fiyond them worthy of his pains, well 
and good, he taught t&m as much as they could kam ; 
hat if they fiuled to please him, he sent them off about 



Among others once came to him a lad, who crayed his 
instroctions in marifti 

''Stay with me orer next Sunday,** said EirAoir to him, 
"and come with me that day toKrysiTik; and after that 
I win teQ you my mind." 

Aooosdinj^y on Sunday morning they rode fixxm home 
iogethst; hut when they came to a tract of country, called 
Bandar, Eiiikur said, "OhI I haTO fixrgotten my hand- 
hooL Ji is under my pillow. Go therafim and fetch 
ift te ;ns^ hot beware not to open ii" 



The lid letainad frr «i» book, and loda laek wilk k, 
longing, but not daring, to look into iL Whn he araitl 
however at Sandnr, hia earioaity got the better of )m 
wiadon^ 80 he opened the bode ud kiokad into it Bai 
suddenly he firand himaelf aonoonded bj a eonntkai hoil 
of derila, who cried, "What ahaUm do? WmlAJlm 
do?** 

''Do?'' anawmd he qnieUy,** why, plait caUea oik i< 
the Band." 

Upon which they All eat down, and fan to their taaL 

Bat the lad rode on till he oanght vp Prieat Enakai^ 
who waa, by now, fiur in adrance^ and gaw the book ti 
hiuL 

** York have opened it," aaid the prieat 

''No,''Baidthelad,''n0tL" 

When they were on their way home agun, and came to 
Sandnr, there were all the derila hard at work, tlmi^ ti 
be Boie^ they had not yet made a ain(^ rope brtimn 
them. Ab aoon aa the prieat aaw them, he aaid, ^ I knav 
well enough, my good lad, that yon had opened the book, 
in 8i»te of your denial ; bat yoa haTO acted with mA 
preaence of mind, that I aee phinly it will he waQ waiA 
my while to teach yoa." 

So fix>m that time fi)rthihe lad became EirikarlB p^iL 

The atoiy doea not acy a word.more aboat the derib 
who tried to plait caUea oat of the aand at Sandnr, bat 
there can be no doabt whatefer that^ after a whik^ tfaqr 
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; hftTB fffea up the UA as a frmtiav one. For they 
•ra Miimidly noi at work there now. 



EntixuB AMD THB Bbqgab-womav.^ 

One day two men came to Eirflnir at YoeB&sar, and 
bagged him to teach them the magio art. He looked very 
much amased at the idea» and said that as he knew 
nothing of magic^ he oodd teach them nothing; ^hat," 
oontinned he^ ** yon hate come fiur, and are weary; spend 
tfaoefine the night at my honse^ and be wek^ome.** They 
agreed willingly to this, and after a good sapper rested 
thai night at the priest's hoose. 

Next morning betimei^ Eiriknr asked them to ride with 
him loond the fiym, and see his fields and stock. They had 
fidden hat a Tery little distance fi^om the hoase^ when an 
old woman met them who had a child at her breast^ and 
mJking ap to Eirfkor, bagged him in piteous tones and 
with many teais to help her in her need. Bat Eirflmr 
became wroth, and roaghly telling her that he shoald do 
nothing of the sort^ made as if to ride qaickly past her. 
She howerer caught hdd of his bridle^ and entreated him 
agnn, in the name of He^Ten, to help her, as she was a 
widow, and had neither home^ nor food, nor money. At 
Hm Eiiikar waxed still more wroth, and cried, "I am 
weaiy to death of this etenal whining; a good thing it 
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would be^ I think, if tome one were to kill aD jw 
beggars, troiibksoiiie inratohei thii yo« an t* 8lffl tb 
old womaa wept and ehmg to hie bridle. 

Then Eirikor, tanung to the two men, Mttd, "^ Ton 1^ 
kill ibis old hag for me, if yon wiah me to toadi jon aij' 
of my magie.*' 

One of them antweved him, ** Never thon^ I, Biftir, 
that yon were so godless a man. No neh crime as thii 
will I commit^ whatever price I get far ik" 

** I see no particalar harm in it^'asid flie other strBags; 
"andif Priest Eiriknr win it, I will sky this old witeh 
with pleasure. Sorely it is a good thing to rid flie kad 
of the like ; and they ought to be themaelTca thankfid t» 
be so soon quit of their wretched fifes."* YfiQk lAUk 
words he woaU have ridden at flie beggar, bnt kl lb 
was no kmger with them. 

««Ahar said Eixflmr, ^fom may go your way, arj 
friend; never will I teach such a heartkaik frnpiom 
fellow.'' • 

Bat the stranger, who had flnt qpohen, ha took to him- 
self as his pnpiL 

The raising np of thii old woman by jogi^ery waa CM 
of the many ways in which Eixflmr waa wont to fnm 
those who came to him to learn magic 



UMBRDS or lOBLAIfD. 

EiRixuB*8 Satubdat Arbbnoon, 

Eirikiir was wont erery Satoiday afternoon to disappear 
ftom his turn, without anybody'a knowing whither he 
weni 

Qnoe a yoath, who was learning under him, moYed hy 
eurioaityy bagged leaTe to go with him, on one of those 
oooaaions, hut met^ for a kmg time, with an utter refusal 

^Tou will gain no good by it," said Eirikur; '*you will 
do better to remain at home.** 

Howerer, as the youth only became more urgent in his 
cntreatieB, the priest at last yielded to them. 

Some weeks passed, and one Saturday the priest bade 
the youth follow him. They walked together till they 
came to a hill which stood in the fiurm indosure, or tun. 
Eirikur knocked with his staff upon the mound, which at 
ODoe opened of itself^ and out came an aged lady, who 
greeted Eirikur in a friendly manner, begging him to 
enter. There came out, too, a maiden, who took the 
young man by the hand, and bade him also come in. So 
they went in, and came to the £unily-room, all round of 
which a number of people were sitting. Eirikur and the 
youth took their seats by the door, the latter bemg next 
toil Nobody spoke a single word, a thing which the 
young man firand strange enough ; but great indeed was 
Us wonder when the two ladies kft the room, and after a 
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while letomed with a huge trough and a knifr^ and, going 
up to the fint man on the other aide of the door, took 
him, tiirew him down, cat hia thioat with the knifey and 
let his Uood ran into the trough. Then thej took the 
next one, and treated him in the same way, and tiam the 
third, and the fimrth, and the fifth, and so on, alwaja in 
order. But the rtrangest part of the whole bnainen was 
that nohody made the alighfawt rBsistanee, or betray e d the 
least iiaar, nor did anybody speak Then the youth looked 
at Eirfkor to see what he thonc^ aboat it^ bat Eirikor 
was qoite onmoTod. Still the ladies went on slanghter> 
ing each man in his tarn, amid a silence only brokn 
by the babbling of the blood, till they came to Eaflmrj 
whom th^ took, flong down, and slew in the oame 
manner. 

By this time the yoath had seen a great deal more than 
enough, and starting up with a loud cry took to his heeh, 
and never ceased nmning till he came to the fiurm. When 
he arriyed there^ pale and breathless, and with his knees 
knocking together with fear, whom shoold he see leaning 
against the door-post bat Priest Eirikor himself. 

** What are yoa nmning so tsjsk for, my man ?" said he. 
** Are you in a hurry ? " 

At this the other looked sheepish enough and did not 
know what to say, for he at once saw that he had been 
duped by one of the priest's juggling tricks. 

''Ah," continued Eiiflnu*, ^I always thoaght^ my good 
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Ukm, thftt joa had not the oomage to see aoyihing out 
of the eonunQn, and now I am sore aboat it" 



ThB HoBSB-eiBALEBB. 

Priert Eiriknr alivajB warned all the herdsmen and 
other lads in the ndghbonrhood of Yossoear against 
taking his riding-horses without his leave, as horsesteal- 
ing was Tery conmion in those parts, assuring them that 
if they disobeyed him it wonld be at their peril This 
pat an end to the thefts for a long while, for the herds- 
men held Eirflnir in great awe, and knew fall wdl that ha 
meant what he said. 

Two boys^ howerer, thinking they could have a capital 
ride without its ever coming to the priest's ears, mounted 
two of Eirikur's horses, which were graring fitr from the 
fiuruL But they were no sooner seated than off ran the 
hoises at a mad pace towards Yossdsar, without their 
being m any way able either to guide or check them. As 
sooQ as they saw that the horses were not to be managed, * 
the lads tried to throw themselyes off on to the ground, 
but lo! that was not to be done^ for their trousers had 
grown to the horses' backs. 

"This won't do," aid one of the lads; ""we must get 
off somehow, or the horses will take us to Priest Eirikur 
Umnli; and I don't at all oaie t& fon into Aw hands." 
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Mbv, tint jmk hid Doi the eoQnge to tee aajthing out 
ctHmwmmoD^ and now I m won abovi it** 



Iki 



Priert EMkor ahmjs wuned aD the hafdnfln and 
odMr lads in the nof^boiiriiood of Vo«6«ur aguoat 
takiBg hia liding-honea withcmt hia laava^ aa hocaaatail 
iigivaa ymrftammaa in thoaa pavtai aanring thaaathat 
if they diadbajad him tt ivoold be ai Ihair pc^ Thia 
pit an and to fliathefta frr a long whila^ for thaharia- 
JMn hold Eirikar in gnat aira» and knew fiiD naD that he 
aaiant what ha aaad. 

Two boj% howerer, thinKng they eoold hara a eapital 
fide withont iti arar eoming to the prieat'a aaia, Boanted 
tfpo of Eirikv^a hone% which were graaing hr from the 
Bntthejrware no aoonar amtad tlvn off mn the 
at a mad paoa lowaida Voaa6aar, without their 
baiag in any way able aithtf to gaide or ehedi thmi. As 
eoon aa they mw that the hanm ware not to be amnagad, < 
the lada triad to throw thaamehea off on to thegronnd, 
bnt lot thai wae not to bedon^far their trowan had 
tothahonm'faadia 
'Thia won*! do^* aaid one of the kda; ""we amt got 
f, or the honm wiD take la to Prieat Eirikor 
IdanltaAaBaaret&UlintoAw] 
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TTidi iheee ivords ha took a knife from his poQ^ 
catting that part of his cbtbea whidi had gvowa totti 
horse's back, thus freed hunself and leaped on to tti 
ground. 

Bat the other, either beoonse he waa not ahaip ewN^- 
or becaose ho did not wish to wpoSi his trooaen^ stads 
where he was, shoating for help. So the hones giUopsl 
home to Yossdssry the one with the soeaming lad on iti 
backy the other with the patch of troosers. 

The priest was oatside the door when the hosaes cum 
ninning home^ and stopping them he toA the pateh of 
doth from the back of theone^and said to tliahoj who 
sat looking very helpIeaB and misenble on the back of the 
other, ''Weill yoa find stealing the honea of Priest 
Eirikor of YosB&sar great fan, no doabi. Get oB, now, 
and take my adyioe, nerer tooch my hones again, or it 
will be the worse for yon. As for the other kd, he bed 
more spirit than yon, and deserres to be taoj^ a lifttle^ fv 
he promises to tarn out a hopefid follow.'* 

Soon after, it happened' that the boy came to the priest, 
who showed him the piece of doth, and adosd him whether 
he knew it 

Without betimying theleastfoar,thehdtoldhimaD 
about the matter. 

Eirikur, as much pleased with his openness as with his 
ff^wnoe of mind, smiled, and bade him coma hsnoefocth 
and live with him, an offer which he gntefblly aeesptsd. 
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80 itm jonih dwelt long with Priest Eirflnir, and was Tery 
fittthflil to him, and learned of him— so people say^-moio 
tiMHi most Idk know of the anoJent art of magic. 



EmixDB AXB THB Farkeb. 

In Eirflnir's parish of YosB&sary there Uyed a certain 
fcimer who nerer went to churchy and, having a grudge 
agunst the priest^ nsed, on purpose to annoy him, to go 
oat fishing on the Sunday, whenerer the weather was 
firroiaaUe. 

One Sunday, Eirflnur was going to church to perform 
•snrioe, and passed on his way the house of the fitrmer, 
wIkh guessing when the priest would go by, just managed 
to be puttingon his sldn leggings at the momeni Seeing 
ihis^ Eirfkur addressed him with courteous words^ and 
asked him if he would not, for once, go to church that 

The former rudely said " No,"* and continued putting 
ca his skin trousers^ without paying any further heed to 
the priest^ who kft him and went on to the church. 

Vfhea serrice was orer, Eirikur returned home the same 
way as he had come^ and passing the former^s houses 
iiw him throuj^ the open door, sitting with one l^g of 
Us skin trousers 00, and the other oft 

- Ah, my friend,'' said the priest to him, «I dare say you 



S87 



haye had a good dnii|^ fc>-daj, anoe jm aro iMk lo 
aocm?- 

Bat the ftnner, lookiDg rerj cratfrlkn, mm oUigei to 
own that he had not mofed firam the 9foi anoe the jaai 
had seen him huit^ and bagged him to free Um,aaheeoald ' 
neither lift hand nor fiMt . 

Eirfkor answered, "* If joa find the deiil Strang enoi|^ 
to hold jon now, what think jm will he be aUe to do 
with yon by and by?** and with these woids freed Uoi 
from the seat» to which, by his msgie aarti^ he had bicUsa 
the deril bind him. 

Eyer after this the men went to dnueh en SmdaySiSBd 
beoameoneof the best men in the parish. 



EnixUB AHD TBI BiSBOP. 



The Kshop of SUOholt heaid from time to time sneh 
stories of the witohoiaft and sfarange doings of Eirfkar, 
that at last he thought it high time to strip that piiest of 
his gown. • So cme winter, he sent ei||kteeQ of the piqiib 
fhmi the soiiool, bidding them, in his name^ poblidy fo strip 
Eirfkor of his lobes and deprive him of his offioSi Ilisy 
started on their joomey one fine day, not a little proud of 
their ennmd,— fixr it showed how mneh tmst flie bsshop 
pat in them; and as they lode along, talked Toy big aboot 
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the mMae, and would do mighty things when it came to 
the point 

One morning, Prieet Eirikur got np Tery early and went 
out of the house. After a while he came hack, groaning 
lieaTily aa if in pain or sorrow, and bade his peojde not on 
any aoooimt to let the beasts go out to pasture that day, 
as^ said he^ he thought he saw some signs of foul 
. weather. Shortly after, there came on so fearful a storm, 
and 80 deep a fidl of snow, that the people who wished to 
cross from one part of the fiuin-buildings to another, could 
flcaioely stand out of doors for the wind and heary drift. 
A little after nocm, somebody knocked at the door, and the 
priest^ on opening it^ found that it was one of the youths 
sent by the bishop ; so he asked him in. Aftier a while, 
came another, then another, and then a fourth, till by 
erening eirery one of the eighteen had come. They had 
lost their way in the snow-drift, and been separated from 
one another, and thus it was that instead of coming to 
YosBosar in a body they came singly. Eirikur treated 
them with the greatest hospitality, gaye them changes of 
dothes^ staUed their horses, and had withal so winning a 
manner, that his guests became too fond of him to be 
able to cany out the bishop's orders, to strip him of his 
gown. Accordingly, next morning they started from 
Yoss6ear with the kind fiureweUs of Eirikur, and in course 
cf time came to Skalholt. 

Wlm the bishop beard how their journey had ended, 



and that thej bad done nothing whatemr, ha waa fiM 
with diapleaaue^ and Towed that he would go to YomSma 
himself^ and aee how Eirikor would got off thn. 

Now the winter poaoed away, and when the aomnMr wai 
at its fall, the faiahop left SUOhoIt with a mnBerow hand, 
and when he arrived at Yoaedaur pitdied Ua tento oafaida 
the wall of the tdn. Thk leing on a week-da j, the hfahop 
determined to wait till the Sunday, and then to atrip the 
priest of hia gown. He warned hk men eameatly to 
reoeiye nothing firam the handa of Eirfknr, and hanng 
given them thia order, took hia way to the honae and 
called the priest before him. 

Eiriknr reoeiyed the biabop cordially, and waa ao r&rj 
merry and so perfectly at hia eaae^ that hie rereraioe did 
not know how to b^gin. So he asked to see the chmdL 
Eiriknr therefore took him to it^ and the Uahop eonld not 
help being pJeesed with the good order efsiything then 
was in. 

But while the latter waa in the chnich, one of hia 
serrants paased by in order to get fire firam the turn, and 
Eirfkur, who waa in the porch, called the man to him, and 
haying greeted him in the sweetest and moat firiendly way, 
palled a bottle of wine firam hia pooket and bagged him to 
tastoit 

«" No,** said the man, «" I dan not, it would be agaiiwt 
the biahop'a strictest orders.'* 

Bat the more he refosed the more Eirikor pnsaad Urn, 
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tin it krt the man, oTeroome by his entreatieB, pat hk 
movihtothebottldaiidtookadiaag^t And it was not such 
a nrj ahcnrt dianc^t either, fixr he thooght that in all his 
dajB he had nerer tasted such goodf wine. When he had 
dmnk he begged Eiriknr to giTe Lim the botUe^ that he 
wifjtii refresh the bishop with it anon. Secretly lavghing 
at the snooesB of his trick, Eirflnur willingly gsTe him the 
net of the wine, and off went the man with the bottle in 
Us pocket 

Then' the bishop came oat of the chareh and retomed 
to his tent^ while Eiriknr went home and waited to see 
how things woald tarn oat 

At dinner, the senrani-man poared the wine into the 
bfahop's glass, who had no sooner tasted it than he qaite 
changed his mind aboat Eirikar, and after dinner went to 
the priest's honse, and stayed a week there in the greatest 
mirth and good-feUowship. At the end of that time he 
retomed to SUIhoIt with all his company. 

This was the way in which Eirfkar doped the bishop 
and kept his gown on his back. 



EntixDB AHD THB OomnoT. 

North-west of Yossdsar, in the great lam plain, there is 
a cavern called Gapi, which is often osed as a shelter and 
lesting-plaee by twvelkn paasing that way. 



WnOKLLAMEOm* S81 



In Uiis ca?eni Eiriknr hid a eonTict (tiut 1 
not why) tat a whole tnmmer, and ao mdiantwl the pkoe, 
that neither oould anybody find the oaie itael^ nor tbe 
cairn of atonea which had been laiaed on a WBghhwniag 
hill to mark it 

The oonTict waa fimn one of the eaatem d]8triel% Baady, 
Sida, and having mnideied another, had been faidiMnri 
to loee hia head. 

The whole amnmer the man remained tfaen^ whSk 
papera were aent all oyer the ooontry deacribing him and 
offering a reward to any who ahoold cateh him. PjMt 
Eirikor haying got one of theaa bilk, sent the conTiet 
himaelf with it to 8^ haying firat ao tranafcnned him by 
magic art that nobody ooald' know him, and bade him aay 
that tbe murderer had been can^^t in the diatiiet of 8el- 
yogor, and waa now aittbg, loaded with frtten^ in the 
church at Strand. 

Upon hearing thia^ the people of Sida at onoe ael off 
aonthwarda, and, coming to the church at Strand, finmd 
there aitting, loaded with chains the man whom they 
Bought So they aeiaed hhn and took him to the eaat^ and 
made preparationa fixr cutting off hia head, aooording to 
the aentence which had been paaaed upon him. But when 
it came to the pomt^ the axe would not eut^ and bent at 
eyery atroke upon the man'a neck. Acooiding]^ tbe good 
folk of 8(da were obliged to giye up the attempt^ and 
agreed to take him on boaid a ahip bound for Oenmaik, in 
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• 

which ooimtry ihiej hoped the axes would he a little 
flhuper. But no sooner had thejr taken him on hoard the 
ship, than his homan form Tanished, and they found that 
ibej had pat themselTes to all this pain and tronble for a 
Uock of stone with two armsl The sailors^ as soon as 
ibey saw this, made great game of the people of Sida, and 
rated them right soundly for their blindness, so that the 
good folk made all haste to shore covered with shame; not^ 
bowever, before they had seen their conrict hurled oyer- 
boanL 

Now they began to see that they had been .made fools 
of by Eirikur, and, bursting with rage, they determined to 
lerenge themselves upon him for all the trouble they had 
been put to, and for the silly figures they had cut in the 
eyes of the Danish sailors. 

To carry out their vengeance they bribed a man fixnn 
the West firths who dabUed in magic to send a great cat 
to slay Eirikur. 

When Puss arrived at Yossdear, Eirikur was outside 
his door in company with the young man who had for- 
merly opened his handbook and bidden the devils vreave 
ropes from sukL 

The cat ran up with great strides and flaming eyes, and 
spiang at the jnrieat's neck, intending to fix herself there 
and Idll him ; but Eirikur was too quick for her, and, as the 
youth aided him with a right good will, Puss got the wont <tf 
the battle^ and before very long lay dead upon the ground. 
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MnCBLLAinBOUB. 



Now the ifany goes on to aay that Eurflnir fttthviA 
daeq[Mitched a Sending to the man in the West filthy ai 
pat an end to him abnoet aa qniekly as to hia 
cat 
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